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In This Issue 

The Dapplegray Times talks to Mr. Walker Wil-
liams, Superintendent of Palos Verdes Peninsula 
Unified School District. 
 

W ho do you think is the principal of all the 
school principals in our school district?  

It’s Superintendent Walker Williams.  The Dap-
plegray Times got a chance to interview him and 
find out more about his job. 
 
DG TIMES: What do you do as Superintendent? 
MR. WILLIAMS:  If you think of the Palos 
Verdes Peninsula Unified School District as a 
business responsible for educating over 12,000 
students, I am ultimately responsible to the 
Board of Education and community for the suc-
cessful operation of that business.  That includes 
all aspects related to curriculum, instruction, 
budget, employees, facilities, etc. 
 Fortunately for me, there is a great group of 
leaders at the District and the schools—such as 
Mr. London—that work alongside me.  We work 

PVPUSD’s Super Superintendent 
• JAN 8-9—WALK THROUGH CALIFORNIA 
• JAN 12-16—5TH GRADE ART 
• JAN 12 -13—ANTSHILLVANIA TRY-OUTS 
• JAN 14—RUBY’S NIGHT 
• JAN 19—NO SCHOOL 
• JAN 30—DG TIMES FUNDRAISER 
• FEB 21—BOOSTER CLUB FUNDRAISER 

H appy New Year, Colts.  You probably know 
that lots of grownups make New Year’s 

resolutions every year.  Nearly half of all adults 
do.  But I was wondering if people really keep 
their resolutions, so I looked it up.  I found a 
study that compared people who make resolu-
tions and those who do not, and this is what it 
said:  After one week, 75% of people who made 
resolutions had kept them, after two weeks it was 
71%, after one month it was down to 64%, and at 

Upcoming Events 

the end of 6 months, 
only 46% of people 
who made resolutions 
had kept them. 
 The interesting thing about this study was 
that it included people who did not make reso-
lutions, so the two groups could be compared.  
Both groups said they had goals, but the people 
who made resolutions were much more success-
ful with their goals.  46% of the people who 

Continued on page 14 

Continued on page 14 

Superintendent Walker Williams 

as a team to provide the best programs possible 
for our students. 

Happy New Year!  What’s Your Resolution? 
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Careers Central 

Awesome Artist Steven Harrington 

Careers Editor, Austin D., 
interviewed internationally 
acclaimed artist, Steven Har-
rington. At 29, Harrington  has 
had exhibitions in Paris, Bar-
celona, Milan, Berlin, Mont-
real, Tokyo, and Melbourne, as 
well as in the States.  He has 
designed for Element Skate-
boards, Burton Snowboards, 
Nike, Vans, Coca Cola, and 
many more.  Harrington is also 
co-owner of the design firm, 
National Forest. He studied art 
and design at the Art Center 
College of Design in Pasadena. 
See www.stevenharrington.com 
or www.nationalforest.com. 
 
DG TIMES: Did you like to 
do art as a kid? 
MR. HARRINGTON: YES! 
Like most kids, I started draw-
ing and painting around the age 
of four or five. I can remember 
building and painting clay di-
nosaur sculptures in the 2nd 
grade with my classmates; 
handprint paintings were one 
of my favorites. Later in the 
5th grade, I graduated to draw-
ings of Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtle characters. 

 DG TIMES: Did you take 
art lessons as a kid? 
MR. HARRINGTON: My 
high school art teacher and 
parents were always very sup-
portive of my interests, and I 
had a lot of friends who en-
joyed drawing and painting. 
My high school art teacher 
pushed me creatively and tech-
nically; he urged me to follow 
my art interests and to pursue 
studies at an art college. 
DG TIMES:  How old were 
you when you decided to 
become an artist? 
MR. HARRINGTON: I've 
always really liked making 
imagery and playing with 
color, and for some reason I 
just kept on doing it, right 
through middle school, past 
high school and then I really 
decided to get 'serious' about it 
in college. I guess you could 
say that's when it became a 
reality. 
  
DG TIMES: Why did you 
want to become an artist? 
MR. HARRINGTON: Be-
yond visual interests, I enjoy 
creating objects that other 

human beings can relate 
to- not quite nostalgic, 
but closer to a personal 
photograph or memory. 
I've always felt a 
stronger connection to 
tangible, printed ob-
jects, so that's what I 
like to make. 
  
DG TIMES: What do 
you like best about 
being an artist? 
MR. HARRINGTON: 
To experience the world 
and to form ideas, 
thoughts and personal 
perspectives based on 
real life, then to feed it 
back through my work. 

DG TIMES: What do you like 
least about being an artist? 
MR. HARRINGTON: Bal-
ancing my time. It's hard to 
balance life in general, but you 
just have to make the time for 
the important things. When 
everything's important, then 
you have to make the time for 
everything.  
 
DG TIMES: How hard is it 
to be an artist? 
MR. HARRINGTON: Its 
a l w a y s  c h a l l e n g i n g —
sometimes it flows, sometimes 
it's like squeezing that last tiny 
little glob of toothpaste out of 
the tube. Making art and im-
ages has always been a chal-
lenge, but I guess that's why I 
like it so much. 
 
DG TIMES: What style is 
your artwork?   
MR. HARRINGTON: I feel 
my style is constantly evolving 
as I continue to grow as an 
individual. At the moment, I 
want my work to reflect a 
sense of connectivity with the 
time, place and the context in 
which it was created. I hope to 
make tangible objects that bring 
other human beings happiness 
and a sense of discovery. 
 
DG TIMES: Who are your 
favorite artists? 
MR. HARRINGTON: Al-
though I appreciate many dif-
ferent artists, movements, etc, I 
always seem to fall back on the 
timeless- John Steinbeck, Ed 
Emberly, Paul Rand, Ken Ke-
sey, Neil Young, Little Brown 
and Company, Saul Steinberg, 
Bruno Munari, The Eames. To 
me these artists and their art 
bridge time. 
 

Austin D. 
Careers Editor  
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D id you know the 2009 
International Con-

sumer Electronics Show 
took place this month in 
Las Vegas?  If you don’t 
know what that is, it’s the 
world’s largest tradeshow 
for consumer technology.  
It would be awesome to be 
there someday and see the 

latest technology. Even though 
my family seems to be the last 
to get the latest stuff, it’s fun to 
see and read about it. Here are 
some of the highlights that 
were at the show. 
 
OLED Television 
 Can you believe this year 
there is a TV that’s two credit 
cards thick? It will probably 
replace the plasma TV. Also, 
there is a new imaging technol-

ogy called OLED. This creates 
images more life-like than ever. 
 
Driverless Car 
 Another new crazy inven-
tion is the driverless car. It's 
the future of driving, and now 
it’s here. You can  sit and re-
lax, and the car basically 
drives itself. Much of the tech-
nology already exists for vehi-
cles including radar-based 
cruise control, motion sensors, 
lane-change warning devices, 
electronic stability control and 
satellite-based digital mapping.  
It’s a Chevy Tahoe with lots of 
cameras and RADARS on top. 
I wish I could have that car. 
 
Bed of the Future 
 At the show they had a cool 
future bed called “starry night 

bed” from Leggett and Platt. 
Here are some of the cool 
features: 1) Helps stop snor-
ing; 2) Regulates bed tem-
perature for comfort and cost 
savings; 3) Monitors body 
movement and breathing pat-
terns; 4) creates comfort for 
any size sleeper. It also in-
cludes a surround-sound 
radio system and IPod plug-
in station. The bed has 1.5 
terabytes of disc storage. 
That’s almost 400,000 
songs. It also comes with 
Internet access and a projec-
tor. Prices start at $20,000-
$50,000, depending on its 
customizable features. 
 For more information, go 
to www.ces.org.  

Nathan M. 
Technology Editor 

The Bed of the Future from  
Leggett and Platt 

The Latest Gadgets in Technology for 2009 

D id you like the movie, 
Wall-E?  How would you 

like to name a robot like Wall-
E?  Disney Pixar and NASA 
are inviting U.S. kids to name 
the next Mars Rover. You 

have to write an essay, which 
is due January 25th, explaining 
why your name is the best.   
 Go to marsrovername.jpl. 
nasa.gov for the application 
and rules. There are different 

requirements for different age 
groups.   Winners will get to 
sign their name on the real 
Mars Rover going to Mars.   

Tessa S. 
Editor-in-Chief 

A  new planet was found 
orbiting a different star 

inside of a constellation. The 
new planet is thought to be 
about three times Jupiter’s 
mass. The planet is called 
Fomalhaut b because it circles 
the star Fomalhaut, located in 
the Piscis Austrinus (or south-
ern fish) constellation.  
 After the discovery of dust 
around Fomalhaut, planet 

hunters have been looking 
there for new planets. Fomal-
haut is one billion times 
brighter than its planet, which 
makes it hard to see, even 
through a telescope. Fomal-
haut is 16 times as bright as 
our Sun and much hotter. As 
this star burns hydrogen at an 
amazing rate, it is dying. This 
star burns its hydrogen so 
quickly that it will die in 1 

billion years after becoming a 
dwarf star and incinerating its 
only planet.  
 Scientists hope that in the 
future they can get a better 
look at this planet and its star, 
but for now it will remain a 
mystery.    
 More information can be 
found at www.cogito.org.  

Sianna B. 
Science Editor  

The New Planet, Fomalhaut b 

Name the Next Mars Rover 
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Meet Our Music Teachers 

D applegray is lucky to have 
very talented music teachers. 

 Mrs. Perkins has been in-
volved with elementary choral 
music and school productions 
for over 30 years. 
   Mr. Wang has performed 
with many world-renowned 
orchestras, as well as rock bands. 
And he has worked on motion 
picture sound tracks, in addi-
tion to teaching music. 
 Ms. Strickland is a profes-
sional flutist and has produced 
children’s records as well as 
music education workshops.   
 Jason Foltz is a professional 
musician who has toured in 
Europe and Africa and now is the 
educational artist in residence 
with the LA Music Center.   
 Mr. Von Kleist, our wood-
winds teacher, performs on 
saxophones and clarinet with the 
Hugh von Kleist Quartet, a Los 
Angeles-area traditional jazz 
band.   
 Mrs. Cooper studied music 
at Julliard and USC and con-
tinued to teach music while a 

c l a s s r o o m  t e a c h e r  i n 
PVPUSD.   
 The Dapplegray Times was 
able to catch up with some of 
our busy music teachers. 
 
What is the best part  
about teaching music? 
MRS. PERKINS: Music and 
children are my favorite things 
in the world and when you put 
the two together, I’m very 
happy! 
MR. FOLTZ: Teaching an art 
that I’m very passionate about 
to the young minds of tomor-
row.  
MRS. STRICKLAND: I love 
working with students, and I 
love music! 
MR. WANG & MRS. COO-
PER—Both said they love 
teaching children music. Mrs. 
Cooper added that “It is my 
very favorite thing to do!” 
 
How long have you  
been teaching music? 
MRS. PERKINS: I have been 
teaching music all my life –for 

many years with my fifth grade 
students where we did many 
musical programs and produc-
tions. I have taught music for 
the last eight years with the 
school district’s music pro-
gram. My whole life is music, 
acting, and teaching!  
MR. FOLTZ I have been 
teaching music 16 years and 8 
years at Dapplegray! 
MRS. STRICKLAND: I have 
been teaching music for 16 
years. I worked as a music 
consultant with a music educa-
tion textbook company for 17 
years. I guess that means I’m 
really old! 
MRS. COOPER: I have been 
teaching music since I was 
fifteen years old. That was 
when I started teaching piano, 
and later I taught choral music, 
classroom music, and drama 
for fifth, sixth, seventh and 
eighth grades.   
 
 

Gabriela M. 
Music Editor 

Winter Musical Extravaganza 

and general music were to per-
form in the stadium.  However, 
it was a cold and rainy day, 
and everyone had to perform 
inside.   
     The hot chocolate and cook-
ies provided by Dapplegray 
parents was truly a nice touch!  
Though the stadium was 
packed with parents, and the 
performers had to take turns 
using the stage, everything ran 
smoothly, it looked like every-
one enjoyed the show.   
 The music teachers did an 
amazing job teaching instru-

ments and songs to the stu-
dents in a very short amount of 
time. The students proudly 
played “Hot Cross Buns,” 
“The March to the Nut-
cracker,” “Ode to Joy,” and 
many more delightful songs.  
 The show ended with the 
ensemble group performing 
like a professional orchestra. 
The students truly showed 
their musical talents and pro-
vided a lot of holiday cheer at 
Dapplegray.  

Kelly K. 
Campus Editor 

Joan Perkins 

Jason Foltz 

John Wang 

Jean Strickland 

Georgia Cooper 

O n Wednesday, December 
17, 2008, the fourth and 

fifth graders pleased many with 
a beautiful holiday music per-
formance. The brass and wood-
winds were supposed to per-
form outside while the strings 

Hugh Von Kleist 
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USC Celebrates Rose Bowl Win 

This Month in History—Rose Bowl 

O n January 1, 1902 the 
first Rose Bowl football 

game took place. The two 
teams invited to play in the 
Rose Bowl were Stanford 
University and the power-
house University of Michi-
gan!  In the third quarter Stan-
ford was pancaked by Michi-
gan. The score was 49-0 so 
Stanford quit the game and 
walked off the field.  So, in-
stead of playing football, the 
Rose Bowl had Roman-style 
chariot races until 1916 when 
they actually started to play 
football again.  

fornia.   For more information 
about the Rose Bowl, try this 
website: www.rosebowlhistory. 
org. 
 

Max B. 
History Editor 

Chariot Races at the Rose Bowl 

O n New Year's Day, USC 
defeated Penn State 38-24 

in the Rose Bowl.  I had the 
opportunity to go to the game 
and see many amazing things. 
 
Game Highlights 
 The most exciting part of 
the game to me was the pass-
ing game. USC Quarterback, 
Mark Sanchez, passed for 413 
yards with no interceptions. He 
threw four touchdown passes 

and also made a touchdown 
run. 
 Now the big question is, 
will Sanchez turn professional, 
or will he stay at SC and help 
them try for a national champi-
onship?  We'll know on Janu-
ary 15 when he makes his de-
cision. 
 Another amazing part of the 
game were the big defensive 
plays.  USC really dominated 
in this area. Also, Penn State 

had the most penalties, and lost 
a total of 71 yards. 
 
Other Memorable Moments 
 Here are some other high-
lights of the day. 
 All of the Penn State fans 
wore white shirts.  Their 
side of the stadium looked 
like a white-out during a 
snow storm on Mammoth 
Mountain! 
 A Stealth Bomber flew si-
lently over our heads before 
the game, making us stand 
and cheer. 
 Tommy Trojan, the Drum 
Major, marched out with the 
band, and then plunged his 
sword into the 50 yard line. 

 At the end of the game, the 
winning trophy was given to 
Coach Pete Carroll.  It's espe-
cially exciting that Coach Car-
roll lives here in Palos Verdes. 

Charlie G. 
Co-Sports Editor 

 Did you know that the 
Tournament of Roses actually 
began in 1890 before the Rose 
Bowl?  It was started by Pasa-
dena’s Valley Hunt Club to 
show the world how great the 
weather was in Southern Cali-



Volume 3, Issue 5 

Page 7 

T im Tebow, the 2007 Heis-
man Trophy winner, quar-

terbacked the No. 1 Florida 
Gators to a 24-14 victory over 
the No. 2 Oklahoma Sooners 
in the 2009 BCS National Col-
lege Football Title Game at 
Dolphin Stadium in Miami, 
Florida on January 8.  

 The Oklahoma Sooners also 
had a Heisman Trophy winner 
playing for them. Sooner quar-
terback Sam Bradford won the 
2008 Heisman Trophy as the 
best player in college football.   
This was the first college foot-
ball national championship 
game that featured two Heis-

man Trophy winners playing 
on opposite teams. 
 Both Florida and Oklahoma 
played to a 7-7 tie in the first 
half of the football game.  
Then, Gator quarterback Tim 
Tebow took charge of the 
game to give the Gators a 24-
14 lead with 3:07 left in the 
game. Sooner quarterback Sam 
Bradford was unable to get the 
Sooners in the end zone in the 
final minutes of the game.  
 This was Florida’s third 
overall national championship 
in football. Florida coach Ur-
ban Meyer won his second 
BCS National title in five 
years since becoming the Ga-
tors coach in 2005. 
 Congratulations to the Flor-
ida Gators! 

Kristopher K. 
Co-Sports Editor 

Florida Gators Win 2009 BCS National Title 

Story Shorties 

The Thrill of Sports Competition 

O ne of the most exciting 
days was the finals for my 

hockey tournament.  I was so 
nervous in the locker room as 
we got ready for the game. 
But, I knew I had to be a good 
defenseman.  I had hope for 
our team, the Jr. Kings (the 
other team was called the Jr. 
Kings too, but in a different 
division).  Coach told us how 
to beat the other 
team, and then it 
was time. We left 
the locker room, and 
I slowly stepped 
onto the Anaheim 
ice. 
 I saw the other 
team warming up.  I 

was in shock.  Their warm ups 
were perfect.  The coach put 
me on the first line.  The puck 
dropped, and the crowd was 
silent.  During the game, the 
other team scored.   
 “Oh no,” I said to myself as 
I came off the bench. 
 “We can still beat them, it’s 
only the second period,” said 
Chris, my teammate.  

 “ L e t ’ s 
hope so,” I replied. 
 All of a 
sudden we made a 
goal!  Now we 
were encouraged 
and also excited.  
We continued the 
game tied 1–1 near 

the end of the second period.  
One of our players shot, and 
my friend, Jack, got the re-
bound and scored.  It was the 
third period and we were up 2–
1.  Near the end of the game, 
we scored again and won the 
game. 
 At the end of the game, we 
each got a huge, shiny, gold 
trophy.  They announced all of 
our names as we received the 
trophy.  We also got a big ban-
ner that represented our team.  
We each got to sign it and now 
it hangs in our home rink.  
That was the most exciting day 
of my life!  

Ian M. 
Story Editor 
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Practical Hints for the Creative Artist 

I f when you are painting a 
masterpiece and you notice 

that your paint brush, gel pen, 
or anything for that matter 
starts to leak or become all 
sloppy, here are some ways to 
escape that. 
 
What to buy 
 First of all when you are at 
an art supplies store such as, 
Michaels, it may be better to 
ask an employee instead of 
guessing on which product is 
right for you. They will know 
what product is the best for 
what you are doing. 

 Also, when asking for a 
certain product, you should 
always make sure that you 
spell it right. Otherwise, the 
person who is helping you will 
have no idea what you are 
talking about.  

Choosing your subject 
 You should always choose 
something to paint, color, 
draw, or sculpt that will be fun 
for you and that you think you 
will have a fun time doing it. 
Don’t choose something be-
cause your friend is doing the 
same thing. 
 
 Hopefully these tips will 
help you next time you go to 
the art store. And remember 
art is something that can’t be 
judged.  

Josie J. 
Art Editor  

Recycling in Japan 
 

Japan sets an example for responsible recycling 

Dapplegray Times Green Edi-
tor, Kai Kato, reports from 
Japan.. 
 

I n America, we usually sepa-
rate trash from recyclables 

even though it is not required, 
but in some areas of Japan, 
separating trash is required.  
They even take it one step 
further by separating their 
trash by cans, plastic bottles, 
glass bottles, paper goods, and 
regular trash. You cannot 
throw away straws/lids and 
paper cups into the same bin.   
 It is hard to find a regular 
trash can in Tokyo, because 
trash cans there have separate 
containers to recycle (see 
photo).  Whether you are at 
Tokyo Disneyland, the train 
station, a hotel room, or even 
Starbucks, you will find these 
special trash cans.   
 The great thing about the 
recycling system in Japan is 

that each person helps separate 
their own trash to help make 
recycling easier for the waste 
companies.  This system may 
be a little confusing, but it is 
worth it to help the environ-
ment. 

 Maybe in the future, our 
trash cans will be like this so 
that we can help out as well.  It 
is nice to see people around the 
world being green. 

Kai K. 
Green Editor 
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Dear ARE,   
One of my “friends” handed 
out party invitations right in 
front of me, but didn’t give 
me. one  She did it deliber-
ately to hurt my feelings. I 
still feel lousy about it. 
From, 
Uninvited (tear, tear) 
  
Dear Uninvited, 
Tell your friend how you feel, 
and maybe she’ll understand.  
If not, I’m SURE you have 
other friends that are much 
nicer. 
From, 
Alexa 
 
Dear Uninvited, 
Ask your friend why you were-
n’t invited, and then ask to be 
invited.  Or act like you don’t 
care. 
From, 
Robert and Eddie 
 

Dear ARE, 
The teachers give me way too 
much homework.  I don’t 
want to do it and want to go 
on strike. 
From, 
Dislikes Homework 
  
Dear Dislikes Homework, 
I know that homework can be 
stressful, but you just have to 
find time to do it.  
From, 
Alexa 
 
Dear Dislikes Homework, 
Yes, you should go on strike.  
Just do what you believe is 
right. 
From,   
Eddie and Robert 
 
Dear ARE, 
There is a boy that keeps 
following me around.  I told 
him I don’t like it, but he still 

By Alexa M., Robert J., and Eddie J. 

keeps following me.  What 
should I do? 
From, 
Boy Attractor 
 
Dear Boy Attractor, 
Tell that boy again that you 
don’t like it, and if that doesn’t 
work, then tell a teacher or a 
yard duty.  If it still doesn’t 
help, tell your parents.   
Alexa 
 
Dear Boy Attractor, 
You should tell an adult like 
the yard duty about the boy.  If 
that doesn’t work, kick the boy 
in the shin and run! 
From, 
Robert and Eddie 
 
 
If you have questions that you 
want to ask our advice editors, 
email them to adviceedi-
tors@dapplegraytimes.com. 

Cook’s Corner 
 

Homemade Hot Chocolate!! 

N ow that it’s Winter, who 
isn’t in the mood for a 

nice, steaming mug of hot 
chocolate?  Nowadays, many 
types of powdered hot choco-
lates are available, but making 
it the old fashioned way is not 

much more complicated and 
well worth the effort.   
 Here is a simple recipe for 
hot chocolate that is the real 
deal.  Remember to have your 
parents help you with the 
stove.  Enjoy! 
 
Ingredients 
3 ½ cups whole milk 
1 cup whipping cream 
8 to 9 ounces mini-size semi-
sweet chocolate chips 
1 tablespoon sugar 
1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
marshmallows 

Instructions 
 Heat the milk and the cream 
in a large saucepan over me-
dium heat to just below sim-
mering point.   
 Remove pan from the heat 
and add the mini chocolate 
chips. Whisk or stir until the 
chocolate is melted.  Stir in the 
sugar and vanilla extract.   
 Reheat gently until hot.  
Ladle into mugs and top with 
marshmallows or whipped 
cream.  Serves 4 to 5 

Peter G. 
Food Editor 
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DG Survey 

Jamba Juice vs. Slurpees 

D oes it seem like you’re 
always going to get 

smoothies or slurpees at local 
stores? Well, the Dapplegray 
Times decided to check out 
which one is more popular. 
 We asked 20 Colts which 
one they liked better—Jamba 
Juice or 7-Eleven Slurpees.  
Jamba Juice won by far. The 
vote was 17 (85%) to 3 (15%).  
 People that liked 7-Eleven 

Slurpees better said it was be-
cause they come in flavors like 
Coke and Jolly Rancher. Stu-
dents that voted for Jamba 
Juice stated they liked smooth-
ies better because they are 
healthier, have more flavors, 
and have boosts like Daily 
Vitamin, Energy, Calcium, and 
more! (A boost is a tasteless, 
health powder added to your 
drink with no extra cost.)  

 I love Jamba Juice and 7-
Eleven! At Jamba Juice, you 
can ask for Pink Star, White 
Gummy, and Chocolate Mood 
if you’re feeling super special, 
because they’re all on the 
“Secret Menu.”  At 7-Eleven, 
you can mix all the flavors for 
a delicious blend. Which is 
your favorite?  

Kiersten H. 
Survey Editor 

Movie Review   

Bedtime Stories 

“A aaahhhh! Those 
eyes would be 

big on a cow!” says Skeeter, 
Adam Sandler’s character in 
the movie Bedtime Stories when 
he sees his nephew and niece’s 
pet hamster. 
 This comical movie is fun 
for the whole family.  Adam 
Sandler plays the character, 
Skeeter, who is a handyman in 
the hotel his father once 
owned.   

 Skeeter is a carefree guy 
who soon learns that he needs 
to take care of his niece and 
nephew, Bobby and Patrick, 
when his sister is out of town.  
When Skeeter puts them to 
bed, they ask for a bedtime 
story.  Skeeter and the kids 
make up a crazy story that 
ends with raining gumballs.  
Skeeter says “good night,” 
while thinking of impossible 
the story is, but the next day, 
the impossible happens. 

    The next night he tries an-
other story, and parts of it 
come true.  Every night, he 
tries again, and the next day 
parts of it come true! 
 This movie is quite a treat 
and all will love it.  It is rated 
PG and is good for elementary 
school kids.   
 Catch this thrilling movie in 
theaters near you now!  
 

Francesca L. 
Entertainment Editor 
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Book Review 

The Clique 

W e’re always told that 
cliques are bad, but 

reading about them is fun.  Lisi 
Harrison has written a series of 
books for pre-teen girls called 
The Clique.   Massie Block, 
one of the richest girls in West-
chester, New York, has her 
world turned upside down 
when her father’s friend and 

his family move into their 
guest house. They have a 
daughter named Claire, who  
Massie thinks is an embarrass-
ment because of her lack of 
style and money.   
 The books are funny, and 
each book has a lesson that the 
girls learn. The books show 
how important the clique be-

comes to the girls. Ms. Harri-
son draws from her own ex-
periences that she recorded in 
a journal when she was grow-
ing up.  She makes the book 
interesting with a lot of  twists 
and turns in the plot.   
 This book is fun for girls in 
fifth grade and older. 

Tessa S. 

I nstead of me telling you 
about some of my favorite 

books, I decided to ask Dap-
plegray students about their 
favorite books now and when 
they were younger. 
 Lofton W. said, “My favor-
ite book is Eldest by Christo-
pher Paolini, because it is in-
teresting and it has adventure. 
I also loved the book, Where 
The Wild Things Are, by Mau-
rice Sendak, because it was 
funny, and the author had a 
great imagination.” 

 Isabella P.’s “favorite book 
is A Wrinkle In Time by Made-
leine L’Engle. It is full of ex-
citement and mythology.  Bear 
Hug by Alyssa Satin Capucilli 
is my favorite children’s book 

because the bear wouldn’t go to 
sleep…like me!” 
 Dominic M. likes  The 
Guinness Book of World Re-
cords 2009, “because it is full 
of interesting facts.  As a child, 
I liked Good Night Moon by 
Margaret Wise Brown because 
it was fun to find the mouse on 
each page.” 
 Julia P. said, “The Tale of 
Desperaux by Kate DiCamillo 
is my favorite book, because it 
is exciting and adventurous.  
As a kid, I liked reading the 
Magic Tree House series by 
Mary Pope Osborne, because I 
enjoyed reading about the 
places around the world Jack 
and Annie visited.” 
 Katelyn M. “loved all of the 
detail Jeanne Birdsall gave in 
The Penderwicks. I liked the 
Seven Dwarves in Snow 
White.” 
 Mackenzie G. “really liked 
reading The Tale of Desper-
aux. As a child, I loved the 
Angelina Ballerina books.”  
 Ms Clavadetscher told us,  
“My favorite book is Harry 
Potter: Goblet of Fire by J.K. 
Rowling, because I liked all of 
the characters, and they are 
friends I would like to have.” 

 Morgan Maes’ “favorite 
books are the Junie B. Jones 
books by Barbara Park be-
cause they are funny.” 

 Mara M. said that her 
“favorite book is The Magic 
Treehouse – Knight at Dawn 
by Mary Pope Osborn.  I liked 
it when Annie stood up for 
herself. As a kid, I loved to 
have my mom read the Beren-
stain Bear books by Stan and 
Jan Berenstain to me every 
night!” 
 Be sure to read some of 
these amazing books that Dap-
plegray students enjoyed!  
Happy reading!  

Meghan M. 
Book Review Editor  

Book Review 

What’s Your Favorite Book? 
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Mrs. Johnson Gets a Kick Out of Her Donkeys! 

M rs. Johnson, a 
teacher here at 

Dapplegray, and her 
husband own four 
miniature donkeys.  
They bought two preg-
nant females in Santa 
Ynez who gave birth to 

donkeys Mario and Santino.  
 The Dapplegray Times in-
terviewed her this week about 
their donkeys. 
 
DG TIMES: When did you 
by the mother donkeys? 
MRS. JOHNSON: My hus-
band and I bought them about a 
year and three months ago. 
 
DG TIMES: Which donkey is 
most mischievous and why? 
MRS. JOHNSON: Mario!  He 
tries to eats clothing and bites 
my husband’s beard.  He also 
tries to bump people and make 
them fall. 
 
DG TIMES: Do the donkeys 
get along with your chickens 
and bulldog, Henry? 

MRS. JOHNSON: They like 
the chickens, but donkeys are 
natural protectors from dogs 
and coyotes. They try to stomp 
Henry, but he thinks it is a 
game. 
 
DG TIMES: How often do 
the donkeys eat and what do 
they eat? 
MRS. JOHNSON: They eat 
twice a day plus treats.  They 
eat Timothy hay plus apples, 
carrots, and homemade equine 
cookies. Danielle Allen 
(second grader in Miss Roth’s 
class) gave me some cookies 
they really like. 
 
DG TIMES: Do they eat as 
much as your teenage 
boys? 
MRS. JOHNSON: Yes!  
They never stop eating, just 
like the boys! 
 
DG TIMES: How often do 
you clean their pen? 
MRS. JOHNSON: My hus-
band cleans it once a day. 

DG TIMES: How did you 
pick names for the baby don-
keys? 
MRS. JOHNSON: The don-
keys are from Italy so Mario is 
named after my husband’s 
grand father from Italy.  San-
tino is named after my hus-
band’s great uncle who is also 
from Italy. 
 
DG TIMES: What is one 
advantage to having don-
keys? 
MRS. JOHNSON: Some peo-
ple think they are funny, and 
they are sweet and affection-
ate. Little kids can ride on 
them. 
 
    As you can see, miniature 
donkeys can be very fun and 
interesting pets even if they are 
a bit of trouble like Mario!  
Thank you for your time, Mrs. 
Johnson!  Have a great 2009, 
and remember a healthy pet is 
a happy pet!  

Tina R. 
Pet Care Editor 

Emmy Lou, Santino, Mario, and Belle Star 

I  thought getting a 16 foot 
trampoline was only going 

to be for the kids. That all 
changed when my grandparents 
came to check out the trampo-
line.  It was before we were 
going to eat.  My sisters, Han-
nah and Courtney, and I were 
jumping on the trampoline.  
My dad was barbequing ham-
burgers, while my mom and 
grandparents were watching us. 
 When my dad looked to see 
how we were doing, he imme-
diately found interest in the 

trampoline.  He thought that if 
the kids could do it, so could 
he.  Who knew that a 250 
pound mammal would think 
that?  “Let me go on,” he said 
anxiously. 
 My dad had us move out of 
the way so he could show us 
his so-called “mad skills.”  I 
moved to the side of the tram-
poline.  On his first jump, he 
bounced me four feet into the 
air.  He was having so much 
fun that something told me he 
was going to try something 

else besides jump up and 
down. 
 All of a sudden, my dad did 
a flip.  I saw his face, and it 
looked bright red and a little 
scared.  Then, he landed 
straight on his back with all 
fours in the air.  It must have 
hurt, but we couldn’t stop 
laughing. 
 That was the funniest time 
ever! 
 

Ian M. 
Story Editor 

Story Shorties 

You’re Never Too Old 
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Emergency Care for your Horse 

Sell tickets for a 2009 Toyota Prius  
and help build the new Literacy Center!   

 

The student who sells the most tickets wins a prize!! 
 

Tickets $100  For more information call Sydney Baune at 310-521-9753  

Y eeHaw! The Dapplegray 
Times went to the Equine 

Emergency and First Aid 
Clinic put on by Cowboy Boot 
Camp.   

 Over 40 horseowners at-
tended the clinic in Rolling 
Hills Estates. Veterinarian  
Sylvia Greenman gave tips on 
how to take care of horse inju-
ries if you are out on a trail and 
not close to home.  She also 
talked about how to prepare 
ahead of time for injuries.  

EQUINE FIRST AID KIT 
Documents: 
 Vet’s number by each phone 
 Back-up/referring vet’s no. 
 Directions and phone no. of 

equine referral surgery clinic 
 Names and phone numbers of 

nearby friends/neighbors who 
can assist you in an emer-
gency before the vet comes  
 Names and phone numbers of 

haulers available to transport 
your horse, if you do not own 
your own trailer, if your horse 
needs to go to the hospital  

First-Aid Items: 
 Cotton Roll 
 Cling wrap 
 Gauze pads (assorted sizes) 
 Sharp scissors 
 Cup or container 
 Rectal thermometer with 

string & clip attached 
 Surgical scrub & antiseptic 

solution 
 Latex gloves 
 Saline solution 
 Stethoscope 
 Clippers 

Cowboy Boot Camp Co-Owner Lori 
Barnett with Dr. Sylvia Greenman 

Cowboy Boot Camp  
Co-Owner Jim Moore 

 Dr. Greenman’s minimum 
first-aid kit is given in the box 
to the right.  However, she also 
discussed additional items that 
might be included based on 
your horse’s specific needs. 
 Whether you have a horse, 
dog, or cat, it is important to 
ensure that you are properly 
prepared for emergencies. 

 If you want more informa-
tion on Cowboy Boot Camp, 
go to www.trailrides.homestead. 
com.  Dr. Greenman’s website 
is www.greenmanequine.com. 

Tessa S. 
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DG TIMES:  What is some-
thing people might not know 
about a Superintendent’s 
job? 
MR. WILLIAMS: The super-
intendent is not the only boss.  
As  Superintendent, I work for 
a five-member  Board of Edu-
cation that is elected by the 
community.  I make recom-
mendations to the Board of 
Education.  They make the 
final decisions. 
 
DG TIMES:  What do you 
have to do to become a Su-
perintendent? 
MR. WILLIAMS:  Different 
people take different career 
paths to become a superinten-
dent.  Most started as teachers 
and later became school ad-

ministrators before becoming 
a District administrator and/or 
Superintendent. I took a 
slightly different path.  I was a 
school board member in a 
nearby school district and was 
working for the California 
Teachers Association.  I came to 
PVPUSD to work in the Human 
Resources Department before 
becoming Superintendent. 
 
DG TIMES: Why did you 
want to become Superinten-
dent? 
MR. WILLIAMS: Good 
question!  To work with all the 
talented people in the commu-
nity so that we can continue 
enhancing the quality of the 
educational program in the 
PVPUSD. 

DG TIMES:  What do you 
like best about your job? 
MR. WILLIAMS: Working 
with the many wonderful 
teachers, employees, support 
organizations, community lead-
ers, and parents that make our 
schools so successful. 
 
DG TIMES: What was your 
favorite subject in elemen-
tary school? 
MR. WILLLIAMS:  Social 
Studies (History). 
 
DG TIMES:  What do you do 
in your free time?   
MR. WILLIAMS:  Exercise, 
go to movies, keep up with my 
four daughters! 

Tessa S. 
Editor-in-Chief 

Our Super Superintendent 
Continued from page 1 

made New Year’s resolutions 
were successful after 6 months, 
but only 4% of those who did 
not make a resolution were 
succeeding with their goals.  
That’s a big difference. 
 
Some Dapplegray 
New Year’s Resolutions 
 I asked some teachers and 
some of my third grade friends 
at our school if they made reso-
lutions, and this is what they 
told me.   
 Mrs. Erbe has resolved to 
exercise 5 times a week.   
 Ms. Dunn’s resolution is to 
drink more water.   
 Third grader, Melinda B., 
resolved to drink more water 

too, and I believe her because 
she had a big bottle of water 
with her.   
 My friend, Natalia A., said 
she resolved to walk her two 
dogs more often, and for 
longer times.   
 Naomi F. resolved to read 
more, and Jacob C. resolved to 
get more exercise.   
 
 I enjoyed hearing about 
everybody’s resolutions, ex-
cept for my mom’s.  She re-
solved that my family is going 
to eat more vegetables.  
 
 

Rachel G. 
Colt Editor 

New Year’s Resolutions 
Continued from page 1 

 For more information 
on New Year’s resolu-
tions, check out www.pro-
activechange.com/motiva-
ion/resolutions/research. 
htm. 
   
 The study cited in this 
article is Auld Lang Syne:  
Success  pred ic tors , 
change processes, and 
self-reported outcomes of  
New Year’s resolvers and 
nonresolvers, by John C. 
Norcross, Mrykako M., 
Blagys M., University of 
Scranton, Journal of Clini-
cal Psychology, Vol.8, 
Issue 4 (2002). 
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ANY DAPPLEGRAY STUDENT CAN SUBMIT AN ARTICLE. To submit articles (150-250 
words), contact Tessa Southwell in court 28 or at editor@dapplegraytimes.com to 
review your article idea before you start writing.  Visit us at dapplegraytimes.com.  

February 2009  
S U N  M O N  T U E  W E D  T H U  F R I  S A T  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 
No School 

10 
PTA Mtg 
9am Stadium 

11 12 
Imagination 
Machine 

13 14 
 

15 16 
No School 

17 18 
Ruby’s Night 

19 20 21 Booster 
Club Fund-
raiser 

22 23 24 25 26 
Antshillvania 

27 28 

       

January 2009  
S U N  M O N  T U E  W E D  T H U  F R I  S A T  

    1 
No School 

2 
No School 

3 

4 5 6 
 

7 8 
Walk Thru 
California 

9  
Walk Thru 
California 

10 

11 12 
Antshillvania 
try-outs 

13 
PTA Mtg 
Antshillvania 
try-outs 

14 
Ruby’s Night 

15  
 

16 17 

18 19  
No School 
MLK Day 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
 

23 24 

25 26 27 
 

28 
 

29 
 

30 
DG Times 
Fundraiser at 
Mulligans 

31 
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DA P P L E G R AY – H O M E  O F  T H E  C O L T S  

The Dapplegray Times 
Family Fun Night at 

Have fun with your Friends and  
Support Your School Newspaper at the Same Time! 

 
The Dapplegray Times receives NO funding from the school 

or Booster Club.  WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT! 
 

All Dapplegray Students can submit articles to the Dapplegray Times. 
See our Student Submission Guidelines at www.dapplegraytimes.com. 

MULLIGAN  FAMILY FUN  

CENTER WILL DONATE 25%  

OF YOUR TOTAL PURCHASES TO  

THE DAPPLEGRAY TIMES  

(excludes Arcade  
and Sales Tax) 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 30, 2009 
FROM 3:30 PM TO 7:30 PM 

1351 W. Sepulveda Blvd., Torrance, CA 90501 
Ph: 310-325-3950  Fax: 310-325-7135 

THE DAPPLEGRAY TIM
ES 

 THANKS  

MULLIG
AN FAMILY FUN CENTER 

FOR THEIR ADDITIO
NAL  

DONATION COVERING A  

PORTION OF TH
IS ISSUE’S  

PRINTING COSTS 


