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California’s 38th governor was successful as a 
bodybuilder and an actor, before becoming gov-
ernor. Born in 1947, he became Mr. Universe at 
age 20 and then won 12 more world bodybuild-
ing titles. He has been in many movies, including 
The Terminator movies. He also has a college 
degree from the University of Wisconsin.  He is 
married to Maria Shriver and has four children. 
 
DG TIMES: Why did you decide to go into 
public service? 
GOVERNOR: Well, I was talking to my father-
in-law and he told me that life was about more 
than just achieving your own personal goals. He 
explained that life was about providing service to 
others and I really took it to heart.  My wife, 
Maria, and I have been involved in public service 
because we believe that it is our duty as citizens 
to give back to our community.  
 
DG TIMES:  Specifically, why did you want to 
be Governor? 
GOVERNOR: I would like to begin by saying I 
love California, it is one of the greatest place on 

The Gubernator:  Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger 
 MAR 11—RUBY’S NIGHT 

 MAR 16-20—AAYF 

 MAR 18—MIN DAY, PARENT CONF 

 MAR 30 —MULTCULTURAL WEEK 
BEGINS (ENDS APRIL 3) 

 APR 6-10—SPRING BREAK 

L ast month, we voted for second term student 
council.  Our new president, Alexa M., and 

vice president, Jackson V., are working with our 
principal, Mr. London, to make our school even 
better. The Dapplegray Times talked to Alexa 
and Jackson about their plans for the second term 
student council. 
 
DG TIMES:- What inspired you to run for of-
fice? 
ALEXA AND JACKSON:- To make the school 
even better! 

Upcoming Events 

Continued on page 15 

Continued on page 3 

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger 

Your Student Council Leaders 

Student Council President Alexa M. 

Earth, and has given my family and I so much.   
When I decided to run, Californians were losing 
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Student Council Treasurer:  Ross K. 

T he Dapplegray Times in-
terviewed our new Treas-

urer, fourth grader Ross K. 
 
DG TIMES: Why did you 
want to run for treasurer? 
ROSS: I love money and want 
the school to have more money 
too.  Then we can have more 
field trips and fun activities. 
 
DG TIMES: What do you 
want to do as treasurer? 

ROSS: I want to raise money 
by having baking sales.  Kids 
will bake and bring it in to sell 
and raise money for the school. 
Who doesn’t want to buy 
something delicious? 
 
DG TIMES: What do you like 
about Dapplegray? 
ROSS: It is a great school.   I 
like it because the kids are 
nice, the principal is nice, the 
teachers are good, and it is 

really fun to go to school eve-
ryday! 
 
DG TIMES: What do you like 
to do after school? 
ROSS: I love to play Lacrosse 
with my brother and some 
other friends.  I like to play 
and get my work done.  I also 
enjoy art.” 
 

Dominic M. 
Fourth Grade Editor 

Student Council Secretary:  Kai K. 

O ur new Secretary, third 
grader Kai K., talks to us 

about his position. 
 
DG TIMES: What do you do 
as school secretary? 
KAI: I have not done much 
yet, however, as secretary, I 
will take notes during meetings 
and plan events for school with 
the student council, and also 
help at the student store. 

DG TIMES: What do you 
like about Dapplegray? 
KAI: What I like about Dap-
plegray is that we have great 
teachers and many fun spirit 
days. 
 
DG TIMES: What do you 
like to do after school? 
KAI: I like to read.  Harry 
Potter series are my favorite 
books to read.  I also like to 

play with my Bakugan and 
Nintendo DS with my friends. 
 
So now you know more about 
our new secretary, Kai K., a 
serious boy who also likes to 
play video games with his 
friends. 
 
 

Rachel G. 
Colt Editor 

Colt Editor Rachel G.  
with Secretary Kai K. 

Treasurer Ross K. 

DG TIMES:-What are some 
of the things you will do in 
office? 
ALEXA:- Bring twin day and 
Coldstone Creamery. 
JACKSON:- Twin day 
 
DG TIMES:-What is a fun 
fact about you that people 
might not know? 

ALEXA: I was very nervous 
before my speech!  
JACKSON:  I like skateboard-
ing. 
 
DG TIMES: What is your 
favorite activity when you’re 
not in school? 
ALEXA: I like swimming, and 
dancing. 

JACKSON: Playing football, 
basketball, and skateboarding. 
 
Hopefully after this you will 
know more about our president 
and V.P.  They will do a fan-
tastic job!  
 

Hope S. 
Features Editor 

Student Council President and Vice President 
Continued from page 1 

Vice President Jackson V. 
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D applegray is lucky to have 
recently-retired Dapple-

gray teacher, Mrs. Janie Cal-
vert, back to lead Arts Alive and 
the school play, Antshillvania.  
 “Antshillvania is a story 
about an ant colony, a town, 
and the people who live in it 
are all really good people,” 
said Mrs. Calvert.   
 The main character is An-
tony.  “Antony wants to leave, 
because he wants to go explore 
in the big world,” said Mrs. 
Calvert. “He makes some 

really bad choices 
and he has a lot of 
consequences from 
his choices.”  In the 
end, Antony comes 
to learn about what’s 
important in life.  
 We asked Mrs. 
Calvert why she 
chose Antshillvania 
for Dapplegray.  “I 
have wanted to do 
Antshillvania for 
probably 20 years,” 
she answered.  “I saw it the 
first time performed at the 
Norris, and I thought that it 
was such  a fun play.  I loved 
the music and the lesson in 
Antshillvania.  I haven’t had a 
chance to put it on until now.” 
 
Insect Stars 
 We asked Max R., who 
played Antony, and Lofton 
W., who played the evil 

Dragon Fly, what they liked 
best about Antshillvania.   
 Max said he liked Antshill-
vania because the singing and 
dancing made it fun for the 
actors and audience.  Lofton 
said liked being in the play 
with one of his best friends, 
Max. 
 Way to go Lofton and Max! 

Tessa S. 
Editor-in-Chief 

Ants Invade Dapplegray 
Mrs. Calvert and Mrs. Perkins bring  

Antshillvania to Dapplegray’s center stage 

Mrs. Calvert and Mrs. Perkins 

Lofton W. and Max R. 

H ere’s some things we 
wanted to know about 

Mrs. Calvert. 
 
DG TIMES: What was your 
favorite play at Dapplegray? 
MRS. CALVERT: My 
favorite show at Dapplegray 

was the Lion, the Witch and 
the Wardrobe.  Loved it. 
 
DG TIMES: At what age did 
you become interested in 
theater? 
MRS. CALVERT: When I 
was a little girl, I used to 
watch musical theater, and 
than, at home, I’d pretend 
that I was on a stage. 
 
DG TIMES:  Did you study 
theater in college? 
MRS. CALVERT: Yes, I 
did. I was a speech and 
drama minor; I majored in 
education so I could teach 
school, but I minored in 
speech and drama and 

worked on a lot of shows, 
some that I was in and some 
that I worked crew on. 
 
DG TIMES: Did you give 
your son any advice when 
he told you that you wanted 
to become a screenwriter? 
MRS. CALVERT: First, he 
wanted to become an actor, 
and I told him that he would 
have to work very hard, 
because most actors don’t 
get to work and they have to 
work other jobs. Then he got 
married and decided that he 
would like to try writing. I 
think writing is his favorite, 
and my only advice is to 
write every day. 

Our Queen of  Drama, Mrs. Calvert 

Mrs. Janie Calvert with 
her son, Mike Calvert 



Volume 3, Issue 7 

Page 5 

Dapplegray Has Character 

O n Friday, March 6, 2009, 
Dapplegray had a lot of 

famous people on campus.  
Well, actually, the fifth graders 
had their final presentation of 
the “Character Walk” which is 
when each fifth grader dresses 
up as a well known person that 
made a positive difference in 
America.  Dressed in costume, 
the fifth graders then gathered 
in the grandstand and sat in 
chairs while parents and fellow 
students walked around and 
asked them questions.  How-
ever, that was only one part of 
the character walk.   

 Prior to this event, the fifth 
graders wrote, memorized, and 
presented their speech in front 
of their class. Many hours 
were spent completing this 
project and all fifth graders 
worked hard for the Character 
Walk.  
 
Fifth graders’ views 
 Following are a few ques-
tions we asked Candy S. and 
Jackson V. 
 
DG TIMES: Who did you 
dress up as? 
CANDY: I was Benjamin 
Franklin. 
JACKSON: I was Steven 
Spielberg. 
 
DG TIMES: Why did you 
pick your character? 
CANDY: I was very interested 
in him. 
JACKSON: I got to write 
down five options and he was 
the last one I had. 

DG TIMES: What was the 
most interesting fact about 
your character? 
CANDY: He created electricity. 
JACKSON: He made his first 
amateur movie at the age of 
twelve. 
 
DG TIMES: What was the 
most fun part of the project? 
CANDY: Dressing up. 
JACKSON: Dressing up. 
 
 Thank you to all the fifth 
grade teachers who made this 
project so much fun.  Thank 
you also to all the fifth graders 
for teaching Dapplegray par-
ents and students  more about 
the people who have shaped 
history. From Benjamin Frank-
lin to Mia Hamm, our history 
has been very exciting, and 
Dapplegray was lucky to learn 
more about many characters in 
just a couple minutes.    

Kelly K. 
Community Editor 

101 on Art 

T he Dapplegray Times 
asked Kelly K., Colette J., 

and Madison S. for their re-
flections on Art at Your Fin-
gertips.  
 
DG TIMES: What was your 
favorite art project so far?  
KELLY: I really enjoyed do-
ing the red poppies project.    
COLETTE: I liked doing the 
Keith Herring graffiti art.   
MADISON: I thought that the 
graffiti art was really cool.   
 
DG TIMES: Why did you 
enjoy that project so much?  
KELLY: I liked doing the red 
poppies because it was fun.   

COLETTE: I enjoyed the 
graffiti art because I got to 
draw a dog with wings.  
MADISON: I got to draw a 
dog.  
 
DG TIMES: If you could 
make your own Art at Your 
Fingertips project what would 
the name be called and what 
would it look like? 
KELLY: I don’t know what I 
would call this, but it would 
be some sort of sculpting pro-
ject.  
COLETTE: I would call my 
master piece Dog Land. It 
would be a picture of a bunch 
of dogs.  

MADISON: I would sculpt 
dogs. It would be called Dog 
Art.  
DG TIMES: Why do you 
guys think that art is fun?  
KELLY: I think that art is 
really fun because there is no 
right or wrong way to do it.   
COLETTE: When you do art 
there is no wrong.  
MADISON: I like it because 
you get to draw or paint and 
you don’t really learn in art.  
 
Well there you have it the 101 
on art!  
 

Josie J. 
Art Editor 
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K indness is to treat every-
one around us with com-

passion, care and love.   It is 
also about being considerate.  
To be kind, we need to be 
thankful to those who are kind 
to us.  Kindness is to forgive 
and forget, even when we are 
hurt or angry.  Likewise, we 
should always apologize to 
those whom we have hurt or 
angered.  It is also to do good 
deeds and to say only nice 
things.   
 When we are treated kindly 
by others, it feels good.  So, 
when we treat others with 
kindness, we know that they 
feel the same way too.  We 
deserve to be proud of our-
selves when our kindness 
brings happiness and warmth 
to others.       

 We must be kind to every-
one in our family; our parents, 
brothers, sisters, grandparents, 
uncles, aunts, cousins, and so 
on.  We also want to be nice to 
our friends, teachers, principal, 
other kids and parents in 
school.  We should treat the 
people we meet in the stores 
and restaurants just as nicely as 
well.  It may be difficult, but 
we have to treat the ones who 
have hurt us or made us angry 
just as kindly. 
 When and where should we 
practice kindness?  All the time 
and everywhere, of course!  
We should be nice when a 
person thinks highly of us.  We 
want to be thankful every time 
a person gives or offers us a 
treat (make sure it’s not a 
stranger or else we could be 

kidnapped!). We must be 
thankful at a restaurant if the 
waiter gives us a free dessert.  
We must be nice at home if 
our sister helps with our home-
work.  We also want to be kind 
to the police officers, firemen, 
and doctors.  If we can help 
any of these people in any 
way, we should do the best we 
can. 
All of us know what kindness 
is.  We also know when and 
how to show our kindness.  If 
only everyone is kind to each 
other, the world would be 
more peaceful and everyone 
would be happier.  So, if we 
all treat each other with kind-
ness, we can make this world a 
better place.  
 

By Nigel L. 

Yellow Ribbon Week Award-Winning Essay 

Make Kindness the Way of  Life 

K indness counts every-
where. Kindness means to 

be friendly to others, to be 
helpful, and to show generos-
ity.  Kindness matters because 
it shows that you care.  It also 
shows that you have a good 
heart.  You can show how you 
are friendly by saying “hi” to 
someone. You can also show 
kindness by just smiling at 
someone. You can also hold 
the door open for people when 
you see them coming.  You can 
be nice to a new kid at school 
to make them feel welcome 
and at home. 
 One advantage for being 
nice is being able to branch out 
to make new friends.  You can 
also be trusted very well by 
your buddies. If you are nice to 
people, then everyone would 

want to be around you. Some 
disadvantages for being nice 
might be that someone might 
think they have control over 
you. They might think that 
because you are so nice, you 
could do what they tell you to 
do. 
 What would I do if some-
one was behaving unkindly? If 
someone was being unkind to 
someone, it would be my deci-
sion to get involved or not. If 
you saw the bully walk away 
and the person left behind 
crying, I am sure I would go 
up to him/her and ask what 
was wrong.  I wouldn’t just 
leave them crying.  I would 
tell a trusted adult whom I 
know would help.  
 Kindness always counts, 
and you should not be unkind 

to any one. You should always 
be generous and kind. And you 
should always look for ways to 
reach out and be kind to peo-
ple, even ones you may not 
know.  Kids at Dapplegray 
learn about kindness when we 
are asked to donate balls to 
children in need or hats to the 
homeless.  We show kindness 
by sharing our Halloween 
candy with charities and giv-
ing our jackets and sweaters to 
shelters.   
 Our parents and teachers 
are always helping us to learn 
new ways of showing kindness 
to people at school and nearby.  
Being kind helps to make the 
world a better place.  
 
 

By Grace J. 

Yellow Ribbon Week Award-Winning Essay 

Kindness Counts 
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Join the World for Earth Hour 
 

Make a statement on March 28 
and turn off your electricity for an hour 

T he world is a big place and 
if everyone uses electricity 

the same way are doing right 
now, we are nowhere closer to 
solving the problem of global 
warming. That is why on Sat-
urday March 28, there is Earth 
Hour. Earth Hour starts at 
8:30pm and ends at 9:30pm. 
During this hour people around 
the World will be turning off 
their electricity. 
 Earth Hour started in Syd-
ney in 2007 when over 2 mil-
lion homes and businesses 
turned off their lights for one 
whole hour. In 2008, the mes-
sage flew all around the world 
and 50 million people switched 
off their lights. Global land-

marks such as the Sydney Op-
era House, the Golden Gate 
Bridge, the Rome’s Coliseum, 
and even the Coca Cola bill-
board in Times Square stood in 
darkness. 
 Earth Hour is now trans-
formed into the first global 
election between Earth and 

global warming. In 2009, Earth 
Hour is being taken to the next 
level with the goal of over one 

billion people participating to 
turn off their lights as their 
vote for sending a message to 
world leaders at the Global 
Climate Change Conference in 
Copenhagen. They will discuss 
about official government poli-
cies to take action against 
global warming which will 
replace the Kyoto Protocol. 
 Unlike any election in his-
tory, it’s not about what com-
munity you’re from, but the 
planet you’re from. 
 For more information and 
v i d e o s  g o  o n l i n e  t o 
www.earthhour.org. 
 

Kai K. 
Green Editor 

VOTE EARTH by simply 
switching off your lights for 

one hour and have your 
voice heard. 

Girl Scout Troop 544’s Toy Drive 
 

Toys are collected for Torrance  
Memorial’s Pediatric Department 

D o you remember the Toy 
Drive in December?  Well 

that was Troop 544 working on 
their Bronze Award.  Not only 
did Troop 544 collect toys at 
Dapplegray but they also col-
lected from two preschools, 
Rolling Hills United Methodist 
Church and Town and Country, 
and St. John Fisher School and 
Miraleste Intermediate. The 
collection was for the pediatric 
department at Torrance Memo-
rial.  All the toys Dapplegray 
students and the other schools 
student’s donated were deliv-
ered to the Torrance Memorial 
Medical Center Pediatrics de-
partment on March 2nd.  

 On the day we delivered the 
toys we were greeted by Gina 
Jones who is responsible for 
making the young patients stay 
more comfortable and less 
scary.  In addition to the toys, 
we made and brought cookies 
and treats for the entire pediat-
ric staff.  They were very 
thankful. 
 All twenty girls gathered to 
carry in the toys.  The dona-
tions nearly filled the entire 
playroom!  After we dropped 
off the donations, Miss Jones 
gave us a tour of the pediatric 
department.   The tour was a 
great learning experience and it 
is nice to know the children at 

the hospital are in excellent 
hands.  We completed the tour 
and the toy drop off in record 
time.  With the extra time we 
had, we cleaned the toys, 
sorted and organized them.   
The troop was very proud of 
their hard work and knew that 
they helped to brighten the 
days of sick children.   Thanks 
to all the students that sup-
ported this cause and helped to 
make this a wonderful suc-
cess!!!  
 
 
 

Tina R. 
Pet Care Editor 
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Springtime is Baseball Time 

S pring has just begun.  Day-
light Savings time will 

begin. That means the days 
will be longer, and the time for 
the start of the 2009 Little 
League Baseball. Rolling Hills 
Little League and Eastview 
Little League had their open-
ing ceremonies on February 
28.  If you look at the team 
rosters for both Little Leagues, 
you will see lots of Dapple-
gray Colts’ students participat-
ing in this awesome spring-
time activity.   
 Little League Baseball has 
many divisions for students to 
participate.  From Tee-ball to 
Majors, Little League Baseball 
not only teaches you baseball 
skills, but also teaches you 

great character, discipline, 
teamwork, responsibility, and 
how get along and make new 
friendships.   
 If you have some free time 
after school or on the week-
ends, head over to the Little 
League baseball diamonds at 
Rolling Hills and Eastview to 

watch some exciting baseball 
and eat hot dogs. Don’t forget 
to cheer on your fellow Dap-
plegray Colts who might be 
pitching, catching, stealing 
bases, or hitting home runs.  
 

Kris K. 
Co-Sports Editor 

Looking Ahead to Middle School Sports 

T he Dapplegray Times 
talks to Colton M. about 

differences in the sports pro-
grams between elementary and 
middle school.  
 Colton is a former Dapple-
gray student athlete who cur-
rently attends Miraleste Inter-
mediate School. 
 
DG TIMES: Colton, how is 
the PE program at Miraleste 
different from Dapplegray? 
COLTON: You take a variety 
of sports, such as swimming, 
self-defense, and track. In 
track, there is the run up 
Mount Miraleste, the Turkey 
Trot, and the Jingle Bell Jog 
which is three-quarter miles 
long.  
 Also, for gym, you change 
into your gym shorts each day.  
If there is time, you take a 
shower. 
 

DG TIMES:  Are there any 
team sports, such as our Mini 
March Madness? 
COLTON: Yes, there are team 
sports, but they are held after 
school.  We play against other 
schools.  Ridgecrest is our big-
gest rival. 

DG TIMES: What team sports 
are played? 
COLTON: We have a variety 
of sports, such as basketball, 
tennis, swimming, football, 
track, cross country, lacrosse 
and racquetball. People are 
chosen for the teams, which are 
mainly made up of seventh and 
eighth graders. 
 

DG TIMES:  Do you play any 
sports outside of school? 
COLTON:  This season I am 
on the Rolling Hills Little 
League Major Angels team.  
My nickname in baseball is 
"Salad," because in the pros, if 
someone has long hair, they 
say he has "nice salad!" 
 
DG TIMES:  Are you in-
volved in other sports? 
COLTON: I also play ice 
hockey with the Pee Wee AAA 
Los Angeles Junior Kings.  We 
recently placed second in the 
State Championships.  Also, 
we have traveled to the Czech 
Republic and Ottawa, Canada 
for matches. The kids are 
really good hockey players 
there!  
 

Charlie G. 
Co-Sports Editor 

[Miraleste has] a variety of 
[team] sports, such as bas-

ketball, tennis, cross country, 
lacrosse, and racquetball. Colton M. and Co-Sports 

Editor, Charlie G. 

Rolling Hills Little League Baseball Field 
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Toy Inventor Dad at Dapplegray 

 
Darin Barri is the ultimate cool dad 

T he Kepler Space Craft was 
successfully launched on 

March 6, 2009. This space 
craft is looking for life on 
other planets. It will try to find 
planets within the habitable 
zone that are the same size as 
Earth. This mission will take 
up to 3 years to monitor one 

planet and will be important in 
understanding how often Earth 
sized planets occur.  
 Kepler is designed to find 
transits. A transit is when a 
planet passes the sun and a 
small fraction of the sun is 
covered by the planet.  I hope 
this spacecraft will find many 

new planets and possibly some 
with life.  
 For more information about 
the Kepler mission, visit 
http://www.cogito.com and 
http://www.nasa.gov/kepler . 
 

Sianna B. 
Science Editor 

The Kepler Space Craft 

 
Looking for life in the universe 

E veryone likes toys and 
games, so when we heard 

about a dad from Dapplegray 
who was a toy inventor, the 
Dapplegray Times was excited 
to talk to Darin Barri, Joshua 
and Mathew’s dad from Dap-
plegray.  
 
DG TIMES: Did you like toys 
and games as a child and de-
cided to be a toy inventor? Mr. 
MR. BARRI: Yes, I liked 
playing with toys as a child, 
and I still do today. I especially 
liked playing with cars like Hot 
Wheels. I remember some of 
my favorite toys were also an 
airport playset and a car wash. 
I also had a bunch of Star Wars 
toys that I liked.  
 As I got older, I started 
playing more with Legos and 
building models. When I was 
12 I got my first video game 
system. An Intelivision. 
 
DG TIMES: How did you get 
started in your career?  
MR. BARRI: By chance I 
read an ad in the college school 

newspaper looking for people 
to test Nintendo games for 
Mattel. After a couple of days 
I was the lead programmer on 
a $75 million project called the 
Power Glove. I was with Mat-
tel for 17 years. 
 
DG TIMES: What are some 
of the toys you have invented?  
MR. BARRI: Toys are rarely 
invented just by one person. 
Ideas are usually developed 
during brainstorming sessions. 
I have been involved with in-
venting over 1000 toy concepts 
and of those about 100 have 
actually gotten to market. 
 Some are: 

• Air Guitar Hero 
• Juice Box personal video  
• Nintendogs Plush 
• Vidster video camera 
• Many different Barbie 

concepts 
• Many different Hot 

Wheels concepts 
 
DG TIMES: Can you buy 
them at any store like Target?  

MR. BARRI: Sure, Wal-Mart, 
Target and Toys-R-Us are the 
three major retailers left. If you 
don’t have your product in 
those three stores than you’re 
not really going to be very 
successful. 
 
DG TIMES Are there any cool 
toys or games we will see in 
the near future?  
MR. BARRI: I have just spent 
the last two months looking at 
all the product lines at the vari-
ous toy fairs. The top toys that 
come to mind are: 

• Mattel’s brain-controlled 
game that uses your brain 
waves to play 

• Spin Masters Transform-
ing flying machine 

• Some new cool Baku-
gaun traps and blockers 

• A new digital Rubik's 
cube 

• A lot of new food activ-
ity products. 

 
Nathan M. 

Technology Editor 
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Fashion Review 

Cool Clothing for Graduation 

H ey Dapplegray Colts! As I 
told you last month, I will 

be talking about Fifth Grade 
Graduation clothes! It’s not 
until June but, you should start 
looking so you will be pre-
pared.  
 
Dress for Success 
 Well, for girls it’s a dress.  
Here is a BCX dress from 
Macys.com. It’s very pretty! 

Here is another 
cute selection. 
Try this nice 
dress from Jus-
tice (formerly 
Limited, Too).  
 
 
Suits for Boys 
 For boys, it’s a suit or fancy 
pants and a dark colored shirt. 
Either wear a 
suit like this 
from your 
favorite store.  
 Or pick 
some nice 
pants like 
these with a 
shirt tucked in. 
Pick either 

Macys (macys.com) or Justice 
(shopjustice.com) or your fa-
vorite store, and you will look 
great!  

 
 

 
 
 Hope you had some fun and 
good luck finding an outfit for 
Graduation Day. 

 
Clair D. 

Fashion Editor 

H ave you noticed that 
around our school most 

people wear Vans or Converse 
shoes? Well, I certainly have! 
 
Vote for Vans 
 I asked 20 colts at Dapple-
gray which they liked better, 
and…it’s a tie!!!! Ten of those 
who picked Vans told me that 
they liked them better because 
they came in all different 

styles and that some don’t 
have laces, so you can just slip 
them on.  
 
Converse Converts 
 The other half who com-
mented on Converse said they 

loved them because the shoes 
come in all different patterns, 
and that when somebody steps 
on the back of your shoe, it 
normally doesn’t come off. 
 

Shoe Trivia 
 I personally like Converse 
better but think Vans are pretty 
cool, too. Do you know facts 
about Converse or Vans be-
sides that they’re shoe brands? 
Probably not, so here’s some 
interesting things about both. 
 Marquis M. Converse 
started the brand in 1908 not 
thinking that over 50% of the 
country would end up wearing 
them.  
 Also the 1980’s movie Fast 
Times at Ridgemont High  
blasted Vans to popularity. 
Both companies make great 
shoes, so no wonder it’s a tie! 
 

   Kiersten H. 
       Survey Editor  

DG Times Survey 

Converse vs. Vans: It’s a Tie! 
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By Alexa M., Robert J., and Eddie J. 

If you have questions for our advice editors, email adviceeditors@dapplegraytimes.com. 

Dear ARE,   
My brother keeps bothering 
me when I'm trying to do my 
homework. I always tell my 
mom, but all she says is 
“Don't do that.” He never 
gets in trouble. 
From, 
Brother Hater 
  
Dear Brother Hater, 
I feel the same way a lot!  So, I 
tell my Mom and if she doesn’t 
do anything, I tell her again.  If 
that doesn’t work, I go upstairs 
and turn on my iPod and do my 
homework in my room.  
From, Alexa 
 
Dear Brother Hater, 
Lock yourself in a room and do 
your homework fast.  
From, Robert and Eddie 

Dear ARE, 
My friends always whisper 
about me and it really hurts 
my feelings! What should I 
do?  
From, 
Hurt Feelings 
  
Dear Hurt Feelings, 
I know that gossip hurts, but 
someone (you) has to put a 
stop to it.  Walk straight up to 
them and say, “If you were 
really my friends, you would 
not talk about me.  Please 
stop.” Then go play with some-
one else.   
From, Alexa 
 
Dear Hurt Feelings, 
Try to sneak up on them and 
listen.  Then just listen.  
From,  Eddie and Robert 

Dear ARE, 
Someone started a rumor 
about me that is not true, 
now no one wants to get near 
me.  What should I do?   
From, 
Needs Some Friends 
 
Dear Needs Some Friends, 
You have to tell an adult.  I 
know you don’t want to, but 
that’s how it will stop!  Let the 
adult help you clear up the 
rumor and tell everyone that it 
is not true. 
From, Alexa 
 
Dear Needs Some Friends, 
Make new friends, and ignore 
the person who started the 
rumor.  Don’t worry.  The ru-
mor will go by fast.  
From, Robert and Eddie 

Y ear after year, stories come 
around about a secret 

place in the middle of the Ne-
vada desert, known for strange 
activity and weird sightings.  
This unexplained phenomena 
is coming from Witch Moun-
tain. 
 Jack Bruno, a Las Vegas 
cab driver, doesn’t care until 
two teenagers, Sara and Seth, 
jump into his car and the ad-
venture begins.  These two 
unordinary siblings are aliens 
from another planet.  Sara has 
powers for communicating 

with animals, telekinesis, and 
telepathy.  Seth has the pow-
ers of molecular density con-
trol of his body. 

 Jack, Seth, and Sara are on 
a race to save both their plan-
ets.  While driving, they en-
counter many people, and have 
to stay away from a few of 
them, like Siphon, the Bounty 
Hunter. 
 Dwayne Johnson stars as 
Jack Bruno. Anna-Sophia 
Robb is Sara, and Alexander 
Ludwig is Seth.  
 Don’t miss this thrilling 
adventure when it comes to 
theaters on March 13, 2009.   

Francesca L. 
Entertainment Editor  

Movie Review 

Race to Witch Mountain 
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Recipe of the Month 

Homemade Waffles 

D id you know that the 
Dutch brought waffles to 

this country in the 1600’s?  In 
the 1700’s, Thomas Jefferson 
brought back a French waffle 
iron at considerable trouble and 
expense. 
 Homemade waffles are deli-
cious and surprisingly easy to 

make.  Once you start making 
your own, you’ll never go 
back to using a mix again.  
 These are the waffles my 
mom makes usually on Sunday 
mornings.  The secret is lots of 
buttermilk and vanilla. Eat 
them with fresh strawberries or 
real maple syrup – not Aunt 
Jemima! 
 
Directions 
Whisk together in a large bowl: 
1 ¾ cups all-purpose flour 
1 tablespoon baking powder 
1 tablespoon sugar 
½ teaspoon salt 
 
Whisk together in a separate 
bowl: 
3 large eggs – well beaten 

8 tablespoons unsalted butter – 
melted 
1 ½ cups buttermilk 
2 teaspoons vanilla 
 
 Stir wet ingredients into dry 
and mix until just blended.  It 
is ok if the batter is a little 
lumpy.  Do not over mix it! 
 Spoon ½ cup of batter onto 
a hot waffle iron.  Smooth 
with the back of a wooden 
spoon and close iron.   
 Serve with hot maple syrup 
or fresh fruit and whipped 
cream. Enjoy! 
 
 
 

Peter G. 
Food Editor 

T here’s a new restaurant in 
town, it is called Buffalo 

Fire Department and is located 
in old town Torrance. The 
owner of this new restaurant is 
Chef Michael Shafer and 
across the street is his first 
restaurant The Depot.  
 
Rockin’ Food 
 The theme of this new place 
is BIG and casual. The inside 
looks like a fire chief’s hall of 
fame. There is lots of “fire 
themed” rock ‘n roll music 
playing in the background.  
But it is the food that really 
grabs your attention.  
 Buffalo Fire Department is 
also known as BFD or 
“Burgers, Fries and Drinks.”  
They have 24 different burgers 
on the menu and my two fa-

vorites are the 
barbeque bacon 
burger  wi th 
crispy fried on-
ions and cheese 
and the Thai 
barbeque and 
wasabi sauce 
burger. BFD also 
has the best buf-
falo wings in the 
world.  
 F o r  t h e 
healthy eaters, Shafer offers 
sandwiches with salmon, ahi 
or shrimp.  He also has five 
salads on the menu.  
 To finish your meal you 
can order the best ice cream 
sandwich you’ve ever had or 
the best s’mores around.  
 I’ve eaten there twice so far 
and BFD is a great place to 

take your family, no matter 
how big or small.   
     The Buffalo Fire Depart-
ment is located at 1261 
Cabrillo Ave. in Torrance.  
BFD is open for lunch and 
dinner Monday through Friday 
and for dinner on Saturday. 

Matthew P. 
Restaurant Editor 

Restaurant Review 

Chef Shafer’s Buffalo Fire Department 
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Travel Tips 

Aloha Hawaii 

O n March 3rd, 2009, Presi-
dent Obama changed a 

law that was established by 
former President George W. 
Bush. While President Bush 
was in office he declared a 
regulation that affected the 
Endangered Species Act.  The 
new law declared that there 
was no reason for a federal 
agency to contact the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service or the 
National Marine Fisheries 
before they started a project 
that they thought would bring 
no harm to wildlife.  
 Obama reversed this action 
because he believed wildlife 
should be strengthened rather 
than weakened, and most sci-
entists agreed. This new law 
left many environmental 
groups quite pleased. 

 This new law is a positive 
change in America and will 
protect many endangered spe-
cies.  After all, animals are an 
important part of this planet; 
they are a food source for oth-
ers, prevent over population of 
other animals and plants, and 

provide us with the knowledge 
of what nature is all about.  
Obama made a fantastic choice 
and will hopefully keep up the 
good work!  
 

Tina R. 
Pet Care Editor 

Wildlife Protection 

Obama Changes Bush’s Endangered Species Law 

D id you know that spring 
break is right around the 

corner? This is a great time for 
a family vacation. There are 
lots of good places to go, but 
my personal favorite is Ha-
waii. It’s the perfect family 
destination. The weather in the 
Islands is always sunny! 
 
Maui 
 Maui, I think, is the best 
island to visit.  In Maui, there 
is the best hotel ever. The pool 
has seven slides, a water eleva-
tor, plus a rope swing; it’s 
called the Grand Wailea.   
 The best place to eat is in 
the hotel.  It’s called Humuhu-
munukunukuapua’a, and it’s 
named after the Hawaiian state 

fish. Water and waterfalls sur-
round the restaurant, with fish 
swimming all around you.  If 
you want lobster, you know 
it’s fresh, because you can pick 
your favorite one swimming 
next to your table.  
 Other activities include, 
surfing, horseback riding, 
sightseeing, whale watching 
and my favorite, swimming in 
the ocean and pool.  
 
The Big Island 
 If you don’t think Maui is 
your type of island, then the 
big island of Hawaii is for you! 
 At the Hilton Waikoloa 
Village, you can swim with 
dolphins. They can videotape 
your experience, and put it on 

a CD, so you can watch it any-
time. The dolphins will do 

tricks right in front of your 
eyes; you can even give them a 
kiss!  There are great places to 
eat throughout the Island too.  
 Hawaii is a beautiful place!  
It’s a great place to go on 
Spring Break! 

Emily F. 
Travel Editor 

Some of California’s Endangered Species 

California Condor 
Grizzly Bear 
South Sea Otter 
Blue Whale 
Finback Whale 
Humpback Whale 
Gray Wolf 
Six species of Kangaroo Rat 
Brown Pelican 
Five species of Salamander 

Mountain Beaver 
Albatross 
Orca 
Shasta Crayfish 
Six species of Fox 
Two species of Sea Lions 
Palos Verdes Blue Butterfly 
Four species of Sea Turtle 
Guadalupe Seal 
Four species of Turtle 

The Big Island 

Maui 



Dapplegray Times 

Page 14 

This Month in History 

The Mexican-American War 

F or this month in history I 
am writing something 

about Mexico, because we will 
be learning about this country 
during Multicultural Week 
later this month.  Luckily my 
fabulous teacher,  Mrs. 
Clavadetscher, has been teach-
ing us about the Mexican-
American War. 
 
Where the War Began 
 178 years ago (from 1846-
1868), the Mexican-American 
War was fought by two sides, 
Mexico and the United States.  
It was fought in two places 
Texas and California which 
were both part of Mexico back 
then. 
 The war first started in 
Texas.  During the fighting in 
Texas a famous battle known 
as The Battle of the Alamo 
was fought. The Mexican 
President Antario Lopez de 
Santa Anna (Santa Anna) told 
all his people in Texas that he 
did not want foreign people 
(Americans) to own land in 
Texas.  Santa Anna said that if 
the Americans did not obey 
they would be crushed.   

 The Americans believed in 
“Manifest Destiny,” that 
America should spread from 

the Atlantic to the Pacific, so 
they ignored Santa Anna.  Dur-
ing the fierce and bloody battle 

a specific man named David 
Crockett, an American Hero, 
may have been killed.  Some 
say he was executed later with 
three other people.   
 Sam Houston, the com-
mander of the Texas Militia, 

pushed the Mexican Army into 
a river where they were de-
stroyed.  The war for Texas 
was over. 
 
The Bear Flaggers 
 When Americans in Califor-
nia heard about the war with 
Mexico they started to fight to 
gain their independence. A 
small group called the Bear 

Flaggers, lead by John C. Fre-
mont, started fighting up in 
northern California and ended 
up in Los Angeles.  In Los 
Angeles, the Bear Flaggers 
fought and got control of Alta 
California.  John C. Fremont 
declared Alta California to be 
the “Republic of California” as 
he held up a flag with a bear 
on it.  Today California’s flag 
still has the bear on it and has 
added John C. Fremont’s 
words. Now “Manifest Des-
tiny” was complete. 

Final Battle in Mexico City 
 Mexico City was the final 
fierce and bloody battle which 
was won by America. This was 
the battle that ended the Mexi-
can-American War and lead to 
the Treaty of Guadalupe Hi-
dalgo. This treaty made the 
Rio Grande the border between 
Texas and Mexico, and made 
California part of the U.S.A.  
If the Mexican-American War 
was never fought, we could 
still be under Mexican rule. 
 To learn more about the 
Mexican War read War with 
Mexico by William Jay Taylor 
or try  http://www.pbs.org/ 
kera/usmexicanwar. 

Max B. 
History Editor 

Mexican President Santa Anna 

David Crockett 

Sam Houston 

John C. Fremont 
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because government cannot do 
everything. Some people say 
‘can we have money for this 
great program?’ and even 
though it is a great program, 
we don’t have the money be-
cause we are spending it on 
other important things like 
police and firefighters and 
schools, so I have to say no.  
Unfortunately, these decisions 
have to be made.   
 However, I do know one 
thing, and that is Californians 
are strong and we never give 
up.  No matter what happens, 
we will persevere and will 
remain the golden dream by 
the sea.  
 
DG TIMES: If a kid wanted 
to grow up to become Gover-
nor or President, what should 
they do?  
GOVERNOR: Study hard, get 
good grades, and never give up 
on your dreams.  
 
DG TIMES: When you were a 
kid, did you think that you 
would grow up to be Governor 
of California?  
GOVERNOR: I would have 
to say I did not think I would 
be Governor; however, I knew 
that the United States was the 
land of opportunity and if I 
worked hard enough I could be 
whatever I wanted to be. 
 
DG TIMES:  Is it fun to be 
Governor?  
GOVERNOR:  Being Gover-
nor of California has been an 
honor and a privilege and al-
though it can be busy at times, 
I cannot think of a job where 
I’ve had more fun.  

Austin D., 
Careers Editor, 

and Tessa S., 
Editor-in Chief 

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger 
Continued from page 1 

trust in their public officials 
and I wanted to restore that 
trust. I could help Californians 
from the highest office in the 
state, and when I thought 
about it, nothing seemed better 
than giving back to the state 
that has given me so much.  
 
DG TIMES: Do you want to 
serve in any other public office 
or do you know what you will 
do after your term is up?  
GOVERNOR: I haven’t 
really given it much thought. 
My focus now is on California.  
However, I know that if I work 
hard and do the best job possi-
ble, then I will have lots of 
opportunities for my next job. 
 
DG TIMES: When you be-
come Governor, what did you 
find out about the job that you 
didn't expect?  
GOVERNOR: I found out 
that sometimes when you 
make a decision you think is a 
good idea and it ends up being 
not the best, you get ridiculed 
for them. In other cases you 
will make decisions that you 
think have to be made, and 
you get praised for them.  

 The bottom line is that this 
job is unique; you are at the 
center of California’s govern-
ment. People are all looking in 
your direction for answers to 
their concerns, and you are not 
always going to be praised for 
every decision you make, but 
you must not let that slow you 
down. You have to dust your-
self off, and keep moving for-
ward to find the answers.  
 
DG TIMES: What do you like 
most about being Governor?  
GOVERNOR: Besides hav-
ing one of the coolest offices 
in California, I would have to 
say, working for the people of 
California is the most enjoy-
able part of my job.  
 
DG TIMES: What do you like 
least about being Governor? 
GOVERNOR: With every job 
there are ups and downs and 
being in my position, tough 
decisions have to be made. The 
hardest thing for me is telling 
Californians that I have to 
increase their taxes, or I have 
to cut funding to their pro-
grams.  
 I don’t like to tell people 
“no” but sometimes I have to 

First Lady Maria Shriver and the Governor 
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Yellow Ribbon Essay Contest  
 

T he Dapplegray PTA sponsored an essay contest during Yellow Ribbon week.  There was a tie for first place between 
fourth graders Grace Julienne and Nigel Leo.  “We’d like to congratulate all the participants on a job well done and 

for making the Yellow Ribbon Essay Contest a success!” said Mrs. Kristine Skeie, chairman of the PTA Yellow Ribbon 
Committee. 

  
Winners (tie):  

Grace J. 
Nigel L. 

 
Honorable Mentions:  

Louie B. 
Lilah B. 

Sommer D. 
Tom H. 

Jonathan Y. 
 
 

Urooj A. 
Yesica A. 
Anthony A. 
Phoenix B. 
Will B. 
Riley B. 
Jessica B. 
Jake C. 

Megan C. 
Meghan F. 
Gracie F. 
Jacquelyn G. 
Matthew G. 
Nicole H. 
Shadi H. 
Henry J. 

Alexia J. 
Harley K. 
Rocco L. 
Claire L. 
Horace M. 
Justin M. 
Joshua O. 
Simon P. 

Other Participants:  

Nicole. 
Mia Jaclyn S. 
Andy S. 
Evan S. 
Melissa S.  
Sean T. 
Garrick T. 
Jordan Z. 


