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A  drought is a long pe-
riod of time that a 

state or country goes without 
water. Right now, California 
is going through a drought. 
Because California is in a 
drought, people need to con-
serve water.  
 There are many ways 
you can conserve water. 
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Oliver Mayer and Don Aldo 

A Dog, an Ice Skater, and Lots of Cars 
 
By Edith H. 

L A’s BEST Times report-
ers from 135th Street 

Elementary School went on 
a field trip to the Toyota Car 
Museum. We heard from 
Jessica Pedersen, who is 
seventeen years old and is a 
competitive synchronized 
team skater. She started 
skating at the age of seven 
and had her first real compe-
tition when she was in 4th 
grade.  She can do a lot of 
tricks on ice skates. 

Grace Farwell-Granger from the South Bay Environmental  
Services Center with LA’s BEST reporters Continued on page 7 

 Afterwards we heard 
from a USC professor named 
Oliver Mayer, who wrote a 
book about his dog, Don 
Aldo.  Don Aldo is five years 
old in people years, and 35 
years old in dog years.  The 
book is called Big Dog on 
Campus.  It’s about him and 
the dog, who they are, and 
what they have done to-
gether. 

Continued on page 7 
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ICE’Kateers’ Jessica Pedersen 
 

By Britney B.  

W hen Jessica Pedersen 
was five years old, 

she wanted to be an ice 
skater. She started to compete 
when she was seven years 
old.  Jessica has gone to Swe-
den and France with her syn-

chronized skating team, 
ICE’Kateers, to compete, and 
she has been on Team USA 
for the past year and a half.  
She kept on ice skating 
through high school, but it 
was hard. She was getting 

tired of ice skating but kept 
pushing herself.   
 Jessica finally ended her 
skating career in March 2014 
to focus on her senior year in 
high school and to get ready 
for college. � 

R eporters from LA’s 
BEST Times spent an 

awesome day at the Toyota 
Car Museum with lots of 
other schools in the Press-
Friends program.  The mu-
seum has lots of awesome 
cars, including the 1979 Toy-
ota FJ40 Land Cruiser. The 
car looked like new with only 
3000 miles on its odometer. 
 Another cool car was the 
1996 Rav-4.  It was designed 
for the entry-level market. 
This pint-sized sport-utility 

vehicle made its U.S. debut 
in January 1996. 
 When the LA’s BEST 
Times’ reporters  and Press-
Friends mentors walked 
around the museum and saw 
a yellow car and the inside of 
the car was full of diamonds.  
The steering wheel was cov-
ered with diamonds, and the 
brake and seats were covered 
with diamonds. 
 Another car we noticed 
was the Toyota Hotchkis 
Avalon Pursuit police car. 

This concept vehicle is cus-
tomized by Hotchkis Per-
formance Automotive Stuart 
Reed Design and Special 
Projects, Inc. 
 The 2003 TRD Matrix 4-
door in the museum was a 
blue/purple car. It is a very 
fast  car, and is going to be 
in a Tom Cruise movie. 
 It was fun seeing all the 
classic cars and the new 
concept cars in the Toyota 
Car Museum. � 

An Awesome Day at the Toyota Car Museum 
 

By Kathy C. 
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T he author of the book, 
Big Dog on Campus, is 

Oliver Mayer, who is a pro-
fessor at the University of 
Southern California.  The star 
of the book is his pet dog, 

Don Aldo.  We got to hear 
Oliver Mayer and meet his 
pet dog, Don Aldo. 
 This all took place at the 
PressFriends 5th Annual 
Conference at the Toyota 

USA Car Museum. There 
were lots of Toyotas, includ-
ing police cars and racing 
cars.  The museum was very 
cool and is open to the pub-
lic.�  

USC’s Oliver Mayer 
 

By Gabriel S. 

O liver Mayer is a pro-
fessor at USC.  Don 

Aldo is Oliver’s dog.   
 Oliver first got his dog in 
2009.  Don Aldo was three 
weeks only.  Oliver also has a 
few cats.   

 Don Aldo is now five 
years old but in dog years, he 
is 35 years old.  Don Aldo is 
always on the USC campus, 
and he loves children.  You 
should treat animals the way 
that you like to be treated. 

 Oliver wrote a book 
about his dog called Big Dog 
on Campus.  It is a really 
good book. If you go to col-
lege at USC, you will proba-
bly see Oliver and Don Aldo 
around campus.�  

Oliver and Don Aldo 
 

By Giselle N. 

A t the PressFriends An-
nual Conference, we 

heard from an author named 
Oliver Mayer, who wrote a 
book about his dog, Don 
Aldo.  They met when one of 
Oliver’s friends called him on 
the phone and said, “I have a 
present for you.” Oliver had 
an idea that it might be a dog, 
and he thought that he would-
n’t like it.  Then, the next 
day, when his friend came 

with the 8-week oid dog, he 
fell in love with the dog.  He 
didn’t know what to call the 
dog, and ended up calling 
him Don Aldo.   
 The book that Oliver 
wrote is called Big Dog on 
Campus, and it is about Don 
Aldo’s life on the USC cam-
pus, where Oliver is a profes-
sor and teaches in the School 
of Dramatic Arts.�  
  

A Dog’s Day 
 

By Joseph U. 
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LA’s BEST’s reporters at the Toyota Car Museum for the PressFriends  
Fifth Annual Conference for Elementary Student Newspapers 

O ne of the most awe-
some cars in the Toy-

ota USA Car Museum is the 
Toyota Hotchkis Avalon 
Pursuit.  Is is a pursuit con-
cept vehicle, that is used as a 
police car.  Hotchis Perform-
ance Automotive Stew-
ardReed Design and Special 

Projects Inc. worked on the 
car with Toyota.  This con-
cept vehicle is customized 
with special parts and equip-
ment by Hotchkis. 
 Another cool car was 
the 1961 Toyota FJ25 Lan 
CruiserFour-Wheel Drive 
vehicle. This car was sold in 

1961.  The Land Cruiser 
(then called the “Model BJ”) 
was first tested in 1951 
climbing the sixth station of 
Mt. Fuji and it was the first 
motor vehicle to accomplish 
this feat.  The model was 
available with a canvas toy.� 

Toyota’s Hotchkis Avalon Pursuit 
 
By Adriana S. 

T he PressFriends Annual 
Conference at the Toy-

ota Car Museum was awe-
some.   
 One of the best cars in 
the museum was the Toyota 
Land Cruiser.  The car was 
first tested in 1951.  They 
introduced it in 1958.  The 
Land Cruiser was one of 
many in the museum’s Ex-

hibit Hall to see more cars. 
All of us saw the Scion FR-
S, which goes fast, a Toyota 
Corolla that goes a little bit 
fast but looks awesome, and 
the Gran Turismo sports car 
that goes really fast. 
 The coolest car in the 
museum was the Toyota FJ 
Cruiser that many of the 
reporters and PressFriends 

mentors had never seen be-
fore.  There also is a car 
called the Scio XB that was 
sold in Japan.  Reporters 
from LA’s BEST Times also 
saw a Monopoly car that in-
cluded a lot of drawings of 
the Monopoly game.   
 Everyone at the Press-
Friends Conference had a lot 
of fun.� 

Car Spectacular 
 
By Prisila 
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Toyota’s Cool Cars 
 
By Edgar V. 

of the best cars there was the 
Toyota Hotchkis Avalon 
Pursuit, which was a Toyota 
concept car.  The car was 
white and goes very fast.  

R eporters from LA’s 
BEST Times attended 

PressFriends’ Annual Con-
ference at the Toyota USA 
Automobile Museum.  One 

The car has cool whets.  
Many of the cars there were 
cool from the inside as well 
as the outside.  The Pursuit 
has five seats in the car.�  

O n Friday, May 2, 2014, 
PressFriends invited 

the reporters with LA’s BEST 
Times to the Toyota USA 

Automobile Museum.  One 
of the cars that was cool was 
the Lexus 2054.  This is a 
concept vehicle designed for 

the 2002 Steven Spielberg 
film “Minority Report.”  The 
car was so cool that we all 
wanted a picture with it.� 

How Nice PressFriends Is 
 

By Erwing Z. 

O ne of the favorite cars 
in the Toyota Car Mu-

seum is the Scion xB, be-
cause of its color.  The color 

of the Scion xB in the mu-
seum is blue and purple gray.   
 A car like the Scion xB 
can be used for racing and 

it’s already won a lot of tro-
phies.� 

The Scion xB 
 

By Lil’ Joe M. 
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PressFriends Fifth Annual 
Conference at the Toyota Car 
Museum on May 2, 2014 

A dog, an ice skater, and a lot of cars 
 
Continued from page 1 

the museum. For example, 
there are a lot of classic cars.  
There was a classy green 
truck that was so shiny that it 
was like a mirror.  Then, 

After we heard from the 
speakers, the reporters and 
PressFriends mentors toured 
the museum. There are a lot 
of different types of cars in 

there was a little car, and it 
didn’t have a roof – it was a 
convertible. Hopefully, you 
will get a chance to visit the 
museum. � 

California’s drought 
 
Continued from page 1 

dishwasher with high effi-
ciency models. You should 
also put full loads into the 
washing machine and dish 
washer. 
 Another way to con-
serve is to fix leaky toilets. A 
leaky toilet may be out of 
sight and out of mind, but it 
is one of the biggest water 
wasters in your home.   
     Check for and fix leaky 
faucets outside the home 

You can install a water-
efficient faucet aerator and 
turn off the water when 
brushing your teeth or shav-
ing.  
 You can also install a 
low flow showerhead and 
take a five-minute shower. 
And, you can 
conserve water 
by replacing 
an old clothes 
washer or 

including sprinklers and 
valves. And speaking of 
sprinklers, you should defi-
nitely install a ‘smart’ sprin-
kler controller in your yard 
so it won’t go off when it is 
raining. Finally, replace a 
section of your.  
 In conclusion, everyone 
needs to remember to save 
water so there will be 
enough water for all of us 
and generations to come. � 
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C alifornia and seven 
other western states are 

currently affected by a drought. 
These states rely on the Colo-
rado River’s water supply from 
the snow in the mountains. 
Southern California also lies 
at the end of a very long wa-
ter delivery system from 
Northern California called the 
California Water Project.  
 Today, we cannot con-
tinue to exist without the very 
important water from North-
ern California and the Colo-
rado River. Imported water 
currently provides about 66 

percent of the water used, 
and the rest is by ground 
water below us.  
 The drought can last 
months or even years, and if 
it continues, the governor 
could declare a drought, 
which means we can use less 
water.  
 A drought occurs when a 
region receives consistently 
low point of water. This is 
what is happening in Califor-
nia right now. We need to 
save water to make sure we 
have enough to continue 
what we like to do. You can 

change your plants to native 
ones or use water catchers to 
conserve water from water-
ing plants. It is important to 
conserve water. �      

Western States Thirsty for Water 
 

By English J. 

D rinking water mostly 
comes from The Cali-

fornia State Water Project. 
People mostly get their water 
from the Colorado River. The 
California State Water Pro-
ject stores water.  
 The California State Wa-
ter Project delivers two-third 
of our population. The Pro-
ject is maintained and oper-
ated by the California Depart-
ment of Water Resources.  
 The Project is also oper-
ated to improve water quality 
in delta-controlled Feather 
River flood waters, provide 

recreation, and enhance fish 
and wild life.  
 Today, the California 
State Water Project includes 
34 storage facilities, reser-
voirs and lakes, 20 pumping 
plants, 4 pumping-generating 
plants, and 5 hydroelectric 
power plants.  
 
California’s Drought 
 The current drought in 
California is worse than the 
1970s drought. California 
needs water to survive the 
summer, because it is going 
to be hot. Everyone needs to 

save water until the drought 
is over.  
 Think about saving wa-
ter when you are brushing 
your teeth by turning off the 
water from the sink. If you 
are washing the dishes turn 
off the water, put soap on the 
dishes, and then turn on the 
water and rinse the dishes off 
with water.  �   

Where Does Water Come From? 
 

By Lil Joe M. 
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T oday California is hav-
ing a big drought.  

However, everyone can do 
their part to help save water 
so that our drought can’t get 
worse than the other ones in 
other states.   
 Our water comes from 
our mountains. In the moun-
tains, we are not getting 
enough fresh water. Califor-
nia gets its water from rain. 
First it rains in the mountains, 
and then the water flows 
through pipes that send water 
from the mountains to Los 
Angeles.  
 Now here are a few tips 
to save water so that our 

drought doesn’t get worst. 
First, don’t water your yard 
every day.  
 Another way you can 
save water is by not having 
water balloon fights, because 
it is a waste of water. 
 Don’t fill a pool up with 
water.  
 If you are going to get 
inside of a Jacuzzi instead go 
to your tub then take your 
shower there.  
 If you’re hot this sum-
mer, get ice and put it on 
your face. You can also not 
wash your car so that the 
water that you use can’t go to 
the ocean.  

 Try not to stay to long in 
the shower.  
 Also one more thing to 
do is not put trash in the 
ocean because fish can get 
caught in the trash.  
 We are now borrowing 
water from San Diego. The 
reason we are borrowing 
water from San Diego is be-
cause in San Diego, it really 
rains and they have lots of 
water.  
 We need water for baths, 
brushing teeth, watering 
lawns, and many other 
things. If you do things to  
save water, it will make a 
difference. � 

How to Save Water 
 

By Giselle N. 

C alifornia has been hav-
ing a drought since 

2012, because the snowfall 
has been low, and there isn’t 
as much water from the 
mountains as there used to 
be. In addition, there hasn’t 
been much rain and a lot of 
really hot days so a lot of the 
water evaporates.  
 Water is used in almost 
everything, like marbles, 
phones, computers, and cars. 
Everyone should try to save 

water so it doesn’t run out. 
One way to save water is by 
not washing your car at your 
house, only at the car wash, 
because car washes reuse the 
water.  
 Another way to save 
water is by not letting the 
water run while brushing 
your teeth, by taking a 
shower for less time, by not 
getting water for a pool, by 
turning off the water when 
you wash your dishes, by 

installing a low-flow toilet, 
and by watering your yard in 
the morning so the water 
doesn’t evaporate before the 
water can reach the plants. � 

Saving Water 
 

By Joseph U. 
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O ur school is great, 
because of all the fun 

field trips.  
 135th Street School 
went to the California Sci-
ence Center and to the Natu-
ral History Museum.   
 The California Science 
Center was fun because stu-

dents got to see the En-
deavor. The Endeavor is in a 
big building and it takes up 
the space in the building 
because the Endeavor is big. 
We even saw the astronaut 
suits and there were two 
kinds of different suits. One 
of them was gray and the 

other one was the regular 
white color most sees on me-
dia. We also saw the gloves 
and the inside of the glove 
was black and the outside of 
the glove was white. 
 Field trips are every-
one’s favorite activity at 
135th Street School. � 

Field Trips are Fun 
 

By Adriana S. 

L A’s BEST is a fun after 
school enrichment pro-

gram for kids. LA’s BEST 
has awesome field trips. You 
can go to Knott’s Berry Farm 
where there are lots of rides.  
 LA’s BEST is a place for 
kids to have a fun and to 
learn. There are lots of fun 
staff. The staff has lots of 
stuff to entertain you when 
you are bored. They let you 
play Clever Crazes and if you 

do play every day you could 
win a ten dollar gift card 
from Walmart. They give you 
the ten dollar gift card if you 
are in first place, second 
place, third, fourth or even 
fifth place. It is awesome 
when you win money for 
free. You can buy something 
cool from Walmart.  
 LA’s BEST can entertain 
you with fun activities. LA’s 
BEST celebrates events like 

Christmas and other holi-
days. You also can do fun 
things like watching movies 
and playing the Wii.  
 You can also play out-
side. You can play kick ball 
or run or other things like 
that. Playing outside is fun. 
You can also exercise at 
LA’s BEST.  
 There are also parties at 
LA’s BEST like celebrating 
St. Patrick’s Day. � 

Fun and More at LA’s BEST 
 

By Adriana S. 

B asketball is a sport 
played by two teams. 

The way you get a point is by 
shooting the ball, and by get-
ting it into the hoop. Each 
team has five players on the 

basketball court, and there is 
one basketball hoop for each 
team at each end of the court. 
 At school, basketball has 
four rules. The first rule is no 
kicking. The second rule is 

no pushing. The third rule is 
no fighting. The fourth rule 
is never argue with the refe-
ree. Basketball is a fun game 
because you get to play with 
friends! � 

The Incredible Basketball 
 

By Edgar V. 
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E instein was an intelli-
gent guy that was good 

at school . Einstein was born 
March 14, 1879 and died 
April 18, 1955 at the age of 
76. Einstein was German but 
fled to the US because of the 
beginning of World War II. 
He went to the United States 
because Adolf Hitler was 
taking over Germany and 
causing chaos. Einstein es-

caped so he would not be 
killed.  
 Einstein was part of the 
Manhattan project, which 
developed the bomb used 
against Japan. Einstein felt 
bad about himself for making 
it in the first place.  
 He was a great scientist 
that did a lot of hard work 
and he figured out a lot of the 
scientific formulas we use 

today. When Einstein died 
they checked his brain and 
saw that one side was extra 
big which made him so 
smart.  
 Einstein published more 
than 300 scientific papers 
along with over 150 non- 
scientific works.  
 That’s why some people 
think Einstein is the smartest 
person. � 

Einstein’s Life 
 

By Erwing Z. 

M exico is my best team 
for soccer. Mexico 

won a lot of trophies beating 
Brazil, America, Cruz Azul, 
and Panama.  
 My family watches soc-
cer all the time. My mom, 
dad, sisters, brother, and I 
watch soccer. It is usually 
Mexico vs Brazil. We cheer 

for Mexico because my mom 
and dad are Mexican and 
came from Mexico. Mexico 
can be as good as Barcelona 
and Messi.  
 Chicharito is a Mexican 
soccer player. He makes goals 
with his head. He is my fa-
vorite player because he works 
together with his team mates. 

He passes the ball and is best 
friends with Giovanni Dos 
Santos, who is a fast running 
soccer player. He is also best 
friends with Jose Zavala.  
 When we watch soccer 
we eat cheesy pizza and hot 
Cheetos and party a lot. This 
is why my family likes Mex-
ico playing. � 

Team Mexico 
 

By LA’s BEST reporter 

A  Lamborghini is an 
Italian sports car that is 

goes really fast! In fact, it can 
go up to more than 150 miles 
per hour.  
 There are four versions 

of a Lamborghini: Aventador, 
Huracan, Sesto Elemento, and 
a Veneno.  
 The Lamborghini can 
cost up to $259,000  
(compared to a Bugatti, that is 

pretty cheap).  
 The Lamborghini can 
come in different colors like 
black, green, blue, yellow, 
and pink. Kobe Bryant has a 
black Lamborghini. � 

The Really Fast Lamborghini 
 

By Victor O. 
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E minem was born Octo-
ber 17, 1972. His real 

name is Marshall Bruce 
Mathers III. 
 Eminem is a person who 
sings, raps, rhymes, and 
dances. He likes hip hop mu-
sic and dances to the beats of 
songs like “Rap God”, 
“When Bad Meets Evil”, 
“I’m Back”, and “Mocking 
Bird”. He is a great artist that 
makes raps and cool songs.  
 Eminem is also known as 
Slim Shady and is 41years 
old. He also sings with his 

friend Dr. Dre. Together they 
recorded the song “Forgot 
about Dre” which showed 
how well they work together. 
Eminem likes to sing with 
other artists like Lil Wayne, 
Katy Perry, Jay-z, and Taylor 
Swift.  
 Eminem is a famous 
man and somehow he is the 
top seller in the music indus-
try. He made one rap that 
made him famous which 
changed his life.  His second 
album, The Slim Shady LP 
was a big success and he got 

a Grammy Award for Best 
Rap Album. His next two 
albums also won the Best 
Rap Album Grammys too.  
 Eminen also is an actor 
and has been  in movies and 
has done voice acting roles 
too.   
 Eminem grew up with 
not much money and was 
bullied as a kid.  He is cur-
rently a happy man that is 
living a better life because of 
his talent and hard work. 
That’s why, to many people, 
Eminem is a good singer. � 

Eminem Live 
 

By Erwing Z. 

T aylor Swift is an awe-
some singer because she 

is an awesome song writer!! 
Her songs are country, pop, 
and rock. Some songs that 
she wrote and sang are “I 
Knew You Were Trouble,” 
“22,” “We Are Never Ever 
Getting Back Together,” 
“Love Story,” “ You Belong 
To Me,” “ Long Live,” “ 
Red,” “Everything Has 
Changed,” “ Mean,” “ Back  
to December,” “ Begin 
Again,” “ Speak  Now,” “ 
The Last Time,” “ Fifteen,” 
and  “Enchanted.”  
 She was born on Decem-
ber 13, 1989 in Reading, 

Pennsylvania and grew up in 
Wyomissing, Pennsylvania. 
She moved to Nashville, Ten-
nessee when she was 14 
years old to follow her 
dreams to write country mu-
sic. She was nominated for 
the Best New Artist Grammy 
in 2008.  
 Since then, Taylor Swift 
has won over 200 music 
awards from a lot of different 
places, including the Acad-
emy of Country Music 
Awards, the American Music 
Awards, the Billboard Music 
Awards, the Broadcast Music 
Awards, the Country Music 
Association Awards, and the 

Grammy Awards. 
 Taylor Swift is one of 
the celebrities that many peo-
ple want to meet. Her style of 
clothing is cool and colorful 
because it’s multicolor 
clothes. She usually accesso-
rizes with a hat, winged eye-
liner, and red lipstick. She 
typically wears dresses, mod-
ern tops, and sometimes 
heels. She is the cover model 
for Covergirl makeup and for 
the shoe brand Keds.  
 Taylor Swift is a good 
performer because she writes 
songs that relate to her life 
and that everyone can relate to 
as well. �   

Taylor Swift 
 

By Britney B. 
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K aty Perry’s real name 
is Katheryn Elizabeth 

Hudson. She was born near 
Santa Barbara, California, 
later moved to Los Angeles.  

 Katy Perry started sing-
ing gospel music but now 
sings pop. Many people like 
all here songs and they think 
they are really nice. Katy 

Perry sings everywhere. 
  Katy Perry wears a lot 
of makesup and when she 
has no make-up on, she looks 
really different.�  

Katy Perry’s Life Story 
 

By Katelyn M. 

P ittbull is a rapper who 
was born January 15, 

1981. His real name is Ar-
mando Christian Perez, and 
he is a Cuban-American re-
cording artist and Latin 
Grammy rapper in Miami, 
Florida. His songs are “Feel 
This Moment” with Christina 
Aguilera, “Timber” with Ke-
sha, and  ”Scream and Shout”.  

The songs he is featured in 
are “I Know You Want Me”, 
“How Low”, “Over to You 
Now”, “Diamonds”, “Bad”, 
“Bumpy Ride”, “I’m Lovin’ 
You”. Armando is reaching 
many countries and is on the 
US Billboard Hot 100 with 
songs like “Timber”.   
 Amrando performs on 
many award shows, like the 

Video Music Awards. 
 He is cool because he 
always has a nice beat and 
many backup dancers.  
 He is great singer be-
cause he has nice vocal 
cords. and when he raps and 
he never gets tired, unlike 
other singers. That’s why he 
is an amazing, talented 
singer. � 

Pitbull 
 

By Kathy C. 

S elena Marie Gomez was 
born on July 22, 1992. 

She is now 21 years old.  
 Selena is a singer and 
actress, and started on kid 
shows. She was Gianna in 
Barney & friends, and she 
had parts in films like Spy 
Kids 3-D and Game Over, 
and television shows like the 
Suite Life of Zack & Cody 
and Hannah Montana. She 
then went to the Disney chan-

nel television series Wizards 
of Waverly Place.  
 Selena also was in the 
movie Romana and Beezeus, 
that was not a Disney film. 
She also was in the movie 
Hotel Transylvania and 
Spring Breakers.   
 Selena Gomez is also a 
popular singer, and her al-
bum called A Year Without 
Rain was on the Top 5 of 
Billboard’s Top 200. Her 

third album The Sun Goes 
Down, went platinum. 
 She released her hit sin-
gle Come and get it and it 
was in the Top 10 on the 
Billboard Hot 100 chart and 
went double platinum. Slow 
down was another popular 
single.  
 Selena Gomez is a great 
singer and actress, and will 
have a lot more successes in 
the future. �  

Selena Gomez 
By Edith H.  



 

LA’s BEST Times and PressFriends 
thank Disney’s Friends for  

Change grant for sponsoring  
the costs of this issue 

Join TheatreFriends and LA’s BEST this  
summer at 135th Street Elementary 

 
PressFriends middle and high school mentors will  

teach you musical theater songs and dances,  
and you will also be performing a short play. 

 
Join us for lots of music, singing, dancing, 

arts and crafts, and fun from June 9—June 20 
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A s the end of this school 
year nears, I would like 

to sincerely thank each stu-
dent, parent, teacher, staff 
member and community 
member for the hard work 
and dedication that everyone 
has demonstrated to the stu-
dents of 135th Street Elemen-

tary School during this chal-
lenging, yet, highly produc-
tive school year.  Working 
together we have achieved 
more!  As a team, we can 
overcome any adversity that 
may present itself to achieve 
the goal of helping all of our 
students become productive 

citizens. I am very proud to 
be your principal.   
 I wish every family a 
safe, restful and exciting 
Summer Vacation.  
 I look forward to seeing 
every student return to 135th 
Street Elementary School on 
Tuesday, August 12, 2014!� 

C ongratulations to the 
reporters of LA’s BEST 

Times on a great issue and a 
great year. 
 PressFriends really en-
joyed working with you and 
LA’s BEST this year in both 

PressFriends and Theatre-
Friends.  And if you’re in 
LA’s BEST’s summer pro-
gram, make sure to sign up 
for TheatreFriends in June. 
 Thanks too for joining in 
the PressFriends Fifth Annual 

Conference at the Toyota Car 
Museum.  This is the fourth 
year that LA’s BEST Times has 
been in our program. 
 We hope you all have an 
awesome summer and hope to 
see you again in LA’s BEST.� 

Note from PressFriends 
 
By Luke Southwell, Founder and Student Advisory Board President, PressFriends 

Note from Your Principal 
 
By Pablo Osorio, Ed.D, Principal, 135th Street Elementary School 

W e are so proud and 
grateful to the stu-

dents and volunteers who 
donate their time, energy and 
creativity to improve the lives 
of children and help the next 
generation develop its voice 

and express itself through the 
media. We live in a time 
when the definition of 
"media" is changing daily. 
It's clear that the voice of the 
individual will grow stronger 
as social media evolves. For 

our children to learn the skills 
of self-expression at such a 
young age is good for them, 
our schools, our communities 
and our democracy. Thank 
you for seeing this vision and 
helping bring it to life. � 

Note from LA’s BEST 
 
By Carla Sanger, President and CEO, LA’s BEST 


