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his year, the sixth
grade did history projects called Archeological
Digs. The class learned a
lot about Egypt, PaleoAnthropology, Early Human Mankind (also
known as Hominids), Mesopotamia, Hebrew, China,
Indus Valley,
Rome, MesoAmerica, and
Greece.
The class
had to break
big clay bricks
that weighed

over 100 pounds. To break
the brick, they had to use
tools such as a mallet, a
chisel, a peen hammer
(which is a hammer that
looks like a smaller hammer with a sphere-shaped
tip on one side, and a flat
side on the
other one),
and a nail
hammer (also
known as just
a regular every-day hammer).
The students had to

F

ifth graders have
learned many things in
rotations. The rotations are
an opportunity to see new
teachers and learn new
things. They’ve learned
many things in their classes too. One of the things
they learned was about
Galileo Galilei. You might
be wondering, “Who in the
world is he?” Ask any fifth
grader, they’ll know.
Galileo was a famous
scientist. Galileo Galilei
was famous for building

an improved model of a
telescope. He made the
telescope that possessed
the ability to zoom in 20
times more than it used to.
After improving this
invention, he continued on
his journey as a scientist.

use the tools to carefully
break the clay brick. The
class had to do it carefully because there were
artifacts from their
“ancient place” inside.
Eventually, all the artifacts were taken out, and
put in plastic boxes for
safe keeping.
The groups had to
make observations on
their artifact. Some kids
found that their artifacts
were bowls, or jewelry,
and one group even
found a wax tablet. But
Cont. on page 21

He later proved that the
solar system is heliocentric not geocentric. Heliocentric means that planets orbit around the sun.
Geocentric means the
planets orbit around the
earth.
Galileo was sent to
rot in jail due to his beliefs. Little did everyone
know, the solar system
was actually heliocentric.
Poor Galileo, the guy knew
what he was talking about.
Everyone else was wrong!
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Solar Eclipse

T

he Solar Eclipse viewing at Leland on August 21, 2017 was an
awesome experience.
Students all got to wear
really cool sunglasses.
When you put on the
glasses, you could see
nothing at all. But if you
looked at the sun, one
could see an orange spot.

All students had to
wear these sunglasses or
they would go blind! It was
an amazing experience to
see the moon slowly overtake the sun and make
California a little darker
during the day.
Students needed a
permission slip to view the
solar eclipse. If parents

said yes, students got to
view the solar eclipse on
the yard. If parents said
no, students got to watch
the solar eclipse on a
screen from different
parts of the country.
The solar eclipse
viewing was a once in a
lifetime opportunity.
By Sindel-Dior C.

A Rare Viewing

T

he solar eclipse is
very rare and only
occurs twice every year.
The last solar eclipse was
on August 21, 2017. The
next solar eclipse will be
on July 2, 2019.

There are four different types eclipses: partial, total, annular, and
hybrid.
You can’t see the
total solar eclipse in all
places. You will need

special glasses to look at
it. Leland Street students
sat outside on August
21, 2017 to watch the
solar eclipse.
By Anthony L.

Socratic Seminar

M

r. Miller’s sixth
grade class does
something called
“Socratic Seminar” every
week. Students debate a
different subject each
time. The students get in
a circle on the floor and
someone gets a turn to
go up.
After each person
has a turn, Mr. Miller tells
them if they need to improve and what to do the
next time.
After the first half of
the class has a turn, the
teacher lets the other
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half of their class tell
them how they thought it
went. Sometimes he lets
his students argue, not in
an angry way but trying to
prove why their opinion is
correct, because the goal
is to have the teacher
choose the best argument of the day.
For example, if the
topic is “What’s better,
ice cream or birthday
cake?” and the student
speaking has evidence,
explains the evidence,
and elaborates about
their evidence, they have

a good chance of winning.
The reason Mr. Miller
does this with his class is
so they can learn skills
for their future. At the
end of the Socratic Seminar they choose the winner. Maybe the winner
could be the one with the
most evidence, the funniest, or the one that elaborated the best. Finally,
their teacher hands them
their trophy and they can
have it for the rest of the
week.
By Guadalupe J.
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Wandering Stars

H

ave you ever wondered why wandering stars move around?
They look like a normal
star, but they are not regular stars. They are planets.
When Galileo discovered the wandering stars
in his little telescope, it

looked like three planets,
but it was just a ring
around that planet. It
takes a few weeks for
some planets to move to
another constellation and
for others it takes a whole
year for them to move to
another constellation. The
closer the constellation is

to the sun, the faster it
goes, and the farther
away from the sun, the
slower it gets. The planets
that are closer to the sun
go faster because of the
heat. Venus is one the
fastest planets and Neptune is one of the slowest .
By Thalia F.

PVC pipe to the chair and
then our teammate put
one marble at the end of
the PVC pipe. Then, our
other teammate lets a
marble go from the top
and only the marble at the
top is supposed to go into
the cup. So he lets it go
and boom!
“We did it,” yells the
leader. So he writes down
what we did. Next the 6th

graders have to try a new
way, so one team puts the
PVC pipe at the leg of the
chair. We’ll see what happens. A student lets the
marble go and “Noooooo,”
they fail.
“Keep trying guys,”
the teacher yells, so they
let the marble go and again,
they fail. They try one last
time and they do it.
By LaTroyce T.

STEAM

T

he students in sixth
grade do STEAM in
class. STEAM is Science,
Technology, Engineering,
Art and Mathematics.
The class did STEAM
with PVC pipes and marbles. First, each team got
1 or 2 PVC pipes. Then
each team got 2 marbles,
and a chair.
We brought our stuff
outside. We taped the

Math Mysteries

O

ne thing fifth grade
has learned is that
the teacher gives them
word problems that they
can do, and some they
can’t solve. She does

that to teach them that
they can try to solve hard
problems and to encourage them to do better.
That’s why students
try hard to solve the prob-

lems. Sometimes they get
it wrong, but most of the
time they get them right.
They learn to keep trying!
By Dezmond T.

two antennas. Beetles
are insects. All insects
have six legs, so beetles
have six legs. Beetles are
black. One thing beetles

eat are apples. Beetles can
be kept in a container with
oatmeal. Beetles like to
stack on top of each other.
By Kayden C.

Beetles

F

ourth graders in Mrs.
Lee’s class learned
about beetles. Beetles
have a head, thorax, and
abdomen. They also have

Dragon Tales

5
PressFriends Foreign Correspondent

Getting a Kick out of Gaelic Football
By Lara B., Northern Ireland

I

n school. my favourite
subject is PE, where
we get to play a great
variety of sports, either
indoors or outdoors depending on the weather.
As you can imagine
here in Ireland, we end
up being indoors a lot of
the time! On these days
it is either netball, the
gym, gymnastics or
dance.

GAELIC FOOTBALL
At the moment we
have crisp dry Autumn
days, where you get to
play my favourite sport
of all: Gaelic football.
Gaelic is the Celtic version of soccer, where
you get to fist pass the
ball to your teammates

Great practice for my
second favourite sport,
Irish dancing.
My friend Eibhlin
prefers midfield. She

or if you're lucky, score
a point or goal through
or below the tall, white
"H" shaped cast iron
bars.
My favourite position is back, where you
get to tackle your marker, stopping them from
shooting and defending
your goals. This can
mean an incredible
amount of running in
short, sharp bursts .

The laughter, the
craic (means fun
in Irish) and the
team spirit makes
it all worthwhile.
jumps and catches the
ball in midair from the
backs and sprints like
lightning to the forwards
so they can strike the
ball into the net or over
the bar.
We are always completely exhausted after a
game, dragging our football studs noisily along

Movie Review: Jurassic World

J

urassic World is a
movie that was made
in 2016. This movie was
about dinosaurs and two
kids who were going with
their aunt to an island.
They were having fun
until they met a dinosaur
that was created by scientists.
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This movie is a drama
movie. It takes place on
the island.
One important piece
of information is that
there is a special effect
that they put in the movie
that makes it look like
dinosaurs are there but
they are not.

This movie is for kids
and families. It was released in movie theaters
but now is on DVD.
The actors are real
people and this is not
animated. You should
watch it and enjoy it for
yourself!
By Natalie O.

the concrete, yet we
have had such fun
getting there! The
laughter, the craic
(means fun in Irish)
and the team spirit
makes it all worthwhile.
How could there
be a better subject/
sport than this?
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Book Review: Esperanza Rising

E

speranza Rising is an
amazing book by the
author Pam Munoz. The
story takes place in beautiful Aguas Calientes,
Mexico. The main character is Esperanza Ortega, and some of the supporting characters are
Esperanza’s mom, the
maid’s son Miguel, the
maid Hortencia, her husband Alfonso, Tio Luis,
Abuelita, and Isabel.
Esperanza has the
perfect life. She lives in a
huge mansion with a giant grape field, servants
and a mother and father
who love her. A sudden
tragedy strikes the day
before Esperanza’s birthday. Her father is killed
by bandidos, and there is
no one to run the fields.
Esperanza’s mother can
only run it for a few days
because women were not

allowed to own land alone
without a man, so the
family starts to panic.
Esperanza’s Tio Luis
asks to marry Esperanza’s
mother but she denies
him. Tio Luis is the owner
of the bank so he really
could just sell their house
if he wanted to do that.
A few days later there
was smoke coming from
inside the house. There
was a fire! They all escaped but they knew who
did this. Mom, Abuelita
and Esperanza tricked
her Tio. Esperanza’s
mother said yes, and they
were going to marry in
five days. Esperanza had
to leave with the servants
and their son to America,
but Abuelita had to stay
behind. Esperanza and
everyone had to keep it a
secret because then the
news would come out.

They hid and got on
an old wagon and crossed
the border to America.
The maid Hortencia and
her husband want to help,
so they contacted family
in America and got a job
at a field. Through this
journey Esperanza learns
the value of money, that
you have to work hard if
you want something, and
to work hard to succeed.
Will she make it
home? Will she start a
new life in California? Can
Esperanza work through
this to move on?
This book is full of
drama, courage, hard
work, and the struggle to
reach the American
dream.
I would personally give
this book a 5 star rating
and a 10 star emotional
rating.
By Guadalupe J.

Movie Review: Coraline

C

oraline is a great
movie for everyone!
It is PG rated so it can be
enjoyed by the whole family. The director is Henry
Selick and the producers
are Bill Mechanic, Claire
Jennings and Mary Sandell.
Coraline is about a
girl who is exploring her

brand new home right
after she moves in. She
finds a trap door which
leads into another world
where she has another
mother, another father
and lots more people.
Coraline is bored of her
plain old life so when she
finds the trap door and
goes in, everything she

wants is given to her.
Soon Coraline misses her
old life when she gets
trapped inside the other
world and wants to go
back. She needs to solve
a puzzle before she is allowed out!
If you ever watch Coraline, I hope you enjoy it!
By Sindel-Dior C.
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Book Review: Charlotte’s Web

M

y favorite book is
Charlotte’s Web
because it is a very cute
book. The setting is at
the Zuckerman’s farm in
the barnyard where Charlotte, the spider, meets
Wilbur, the pig, and lots
of other farm animals.
Charlotte’s Web is
interesting because there
is a spider who can talk

just like the pig can, and
they become good
friends. Charlotte’s Web
is a great book but the
only bad part is when
Charlotte dies. I cried
when I watched the movie.
I like the book Charlotte’s Web because it
shows the meaning of
true friendship. Many

people know the movie
which is also very famous, but they should
read the book too. The
book can be very sad and
heartbreaking too but it is
nice to see the animals
help their friends. That is
why Charlotte’s Web is my
favorite book, and you
would like it too.
By Alexandra G.

Book Review: Fever

F

ever by Laurie Halse
Anderson is a terrific
book about a girl named
Matilda Cook. Matilda –
called Mattie – lives in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania with her grandfather,
her mother, and their
maid, Eliza.
There are rumors in

Philadelphia of yellow fever. Mattie’s mother gets
yellow fever, so Mattie and
her grandfather leave their
home. They are abandoned, and Mattie gets
yellow fever.
Some men find Mattie
and her grandfather. They
take her to a special place

for people with yellow fever.
Will Mattie get better?
Will she find her mother
and Eliza again? What will
happen to all of Philadelphia? Find out in this wild
adventure through the
eyes of Matilda Cook.
By Geraldine S.

Book Review: Junie B. Jones

J

unie B. Jones Has A
Monster Under Her
Bed is a great book in the
Junie B. Jones series by
the author Barbara Park.
The characters are Junie
B. Jones, Mom, Dad, and
kids at Junie B.’s school.
This book is about a
girl who thinks that there
is a monster under her
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bed. The book takes
place at school and at
home.
I love Junie B. Jones
because she is funny but
at the same time she is
shy like me.
This book is for all
ages if you are interested. I think this book is
good because it is about

a girl who is scared since
thinks that there is a monster under her bed and
crazy things happen to
her that will make you
laugh.
Junie B. Jones Has a
Monster Under Her Bed is
an awesome book. Everyone should read it!
By Natalie O.
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TV Review: Twitches

T

witches is a fantasy
movie. The actors are
Tia Mowry, Tamera Mowry,
Kristen Wilson, Patrick Fabian, and Karen Holness.
The movie is about
twin witches who try to defeat the darkness. They
met on their birthday,
which is on Halloween, at a
dress shop.
They were separated

on the day of their birth.
They were adopted by different families. One of
them was rich and the other one had only a little
amount of money.
The Twitch Tia plays,
Alexandra (Alex), is always
up at night and Tamera’s
character, Camryn, is always up at dawn. They
figured out they have pow-

ers in one of the Twitches’
car when they were holding
hands.
Soon they start to practice their powers and they
finally meet their mother.
They meet their protectors
too. If you want to find out
what happens next, you
should see Twitches!
By Thalia F.

Restaurant Review: Olive Garden

O

live Garden serves
fancy Italian food.
Some people might not
like fancy food, but at
Olive Garden there is food
for the whole family to
enjoy.
You can enjoy free
fancy bread with seasoning. It is so good that I
ate three long loaves.
Some of my favorite
dishes at the Olive Garden are macaroni, bread
and all the drinks. Items

on the Olive Garden’s
menu are mostly medium
priced but if you want a
lot of food then it will cost
a lot of money.
There is not one exact
address to Olive Garden
because it is a chain with
many locations. This
means you can find it easily unlike other restaurants because there are
many Olive Garden restaurants. They serve
lunch and dinner every

day. Reservations can be
scheduled too, and you
can host parties there.
One time I went to
Olive Garden and there
was a long table for almost 50 people, balloons
and a huge cake that had
to be carried by two people to get it on the table.
It would be fun to have a
party at the Olive Garden,
or you can just enjoy a
good meal there.
By Faith B.

Song Review: Attention

M

y favorite song is
called Attention. It
is more of a pop song.
The artist for the song is
Charlie Puth.
In the song Attention,
Charlie Puth sings about

someone who did things
to get attention. Some
people may dislike the
video, but in my opinion
that is the only part people will dislike. The people
who will like this song are

girls of all ages. This song
is very popular by a popular artist. Charlie Puth has
other popular songs including “See You Again,”
and “One Call Away.”
By Alexandra G.
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Book Review: The Giver

T

he Giver by Lois Lowry
is a terrific book. The
main character is a twelve
-year-old boy named Jonas, who is a kind, shy
and brave kid. Jonas lives
in a community on a hill.
Jonas is the best character because he can break

the rules. He is very
strange compared to his
classmates.
I think the movie is
better than the book in
some ways because the
movie shows how many
adventures there can be.
I enjoyed how one of Jo-

nas’ friends helped him
and the other tried to
track him down. Jonas is
a very sneaky kid who
lies to the commander
about his injections.
That’s why I like Jonas
and the book so much.
By Anthony L.

Book Review: One and Only Ivan

T

he One and Only Ivan
is a great book. The
author is K.A Applegate.
The characters include
Stella, who is an elephant. Stella is a really
sad character to think

about. Another character
is Ivan, who is a gorilla.
Ivan is really nice. Ruby is
a baby elephant. She
asks Ivan a lot of questions. I would give this
book a three-star review.

It’s a really good book
because it makes you feel
a lot of feelings. You will
also realize that some
people treat their animals
wrong.
By Genesis S.

Book Review: Where the Red Fern Grows

W

here the Red Fern
Grows is a great
book by Wilson Rawls. It
is a book about a boy
named Billy who dreams
of owning a hound to go
raccoon hunting.
Billy finally gets his

wish when after two years
of working, he has enough
money to buy two hounds.
Billy has many great
adventures with his
hounds, and his grandfather enters him in a raccoon hunting contest.

What will happen to
the dogs? Will Billy win
the contest?
It’s up to you to find
out…. plus, to find out, you
have to read it first!
By Geraldine S.

Song Review: Little Do You Know

M

y review is about
the song “Little Do
You Know.” The singer’s
instrument is a microphone. It is a classic
song. The singer’s name
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is Annie Leblanc. She is
only twelve years old but
she is very popular. She
has a YouTube, a musical.ly account, a snap,
and an Instagram. “Little

Do You Know” is a good
song because it has a
good beat. Other people
will like this song because
it has a lot of good words.
By Nevaeh C.
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Summer Memories
BASKETBALL
One of the fun things I did
over the summer was go
with my mom to the park.
My mom found a sign-up
sheet to sign me up for
basketball. I loved it. I
told her “Yes, yes, yes,
sign me up!”
My first practice was
on a Wednesday. When I
got there, I saw a lot of
kids. I thought they were
all on my team because it
looked like they were
playing together, but it
was two teams playing a
half-court game.
My team wasn’t there
yet, so I waited. Then my
Coach walked in. His
name was Coach Willy.
More kids walked in then,
and I got nervous. I just
stayed calm, and my
Coach called us on the
court and I balled out.
My first practice was
good, so I knew the rest
were going to be great.
We had ten practices. My
first game was versus the
best team in the league,
so I knew I was going to
bring my 100% effort.
The best guy on their
team was P.T. He was
good in the first quarter.
He had 14 points, and
after that quarter, I knew
it was going to be a hard
game.
We ended up losing

40-32, but we put in
hard work.
I went home and I
was so sore. My foot
was hurting, but the next
game we did really well.
It was our first win of the
season. We won 56-30,
so we did really well. In
addition, I made 15
points.
My mom told me I
had done a good job and
hearing that from your
Mom makes you feel
really good.
From that game on I
felt like no team could
beat us, and we had a
really good season. We
ended up beating the
“best” team two times,
and we were the best
team in the league.
When the season was
over we made it to the
Championships!
Championship game
The Championship game
was my team versus P.T.
and his team. I knew it
was going to be a hard
fought game. We had to
put in our full effort.
When we stepped

onto the floor, it was a
battle. Tip off – my team
won!
I got the ball and
dribbled the ball down. I
passed it to one of my
teammates and they
made the basket. The
first two points of the
game were ours. We
ended up winning.
Afterwards my team
went outside and ate
pizza. It was super good.
We also had some fresh
melon that one of my
teammates brought and
the juice boxes that my
mom brought. We had a
good time.
The next season my
dad signed me up for
travel ball. He was going
to help me with my dribbling when that was
over. I was good. It’s
not over yet but my dribbling is way better.
By LaTroyce T.

SUMMER FUN
My dad Donnie asked
“Do you want to go
swimming?”
I said “Yes.”
Then we went to the
Hey Rookie Pool. We got
ready to swim and I
passed the swim test on
the first try. I saw my
friend Genesis there and
we swam together. We
left the pool at 6:00 p.m.

We said “goodbye.” Then
I went home and took a
shower.
We went to IHOP and
we got pancakes and water. It was strawberry
pancakes. Then we went
home and slept.
The next day my Dad
woke me up at 10:30 and
he said “Get ready.”
I said “Ok.”
Then we got in the car
and went to Target. My
dad told me to “Stay in
the car.”
Soon my dad came
out of Target carrying
bags of clothes. He said
“Put this on.” We were
wearing the same thing.
Next we went to the
L.A. Dodgers game looking like twins. While we
watched the game we ate
pizza, popcorn, tacos,
donuts and peanuts. It
was awesome!
The Dodgers lost 100, so my dad and I took
hot dogs and popcorn
and left to go to my
cousin’s house.
By Dezmond T.

A SUMMER WITH MY
BEST FRIEND
I had a long summer.
Most of it was with my
best friend. Her name is
Samantha but we call her
Sam. She is kind and positive.

Dragon Tales

11

Summer Memories
Sam has brown eyes,
brown hair, and is a bit
older than me. One good
moment we had together
was when we were playing two games. The first
game we played was
Twister.

I asked, “May we play
Twister?”
“Sure!” she exclaimed. Sam grabbed
the Twister game under
the table, with many other
games under it as well.
“You get the one end
while I have the other,
and we will set it up,”
Sam instructed.
My brother and sister
were sitting on the couch,
so they were no help at
all. Sam and I set up the
game on the comfy floor.
“Now take off your
shoes,” she ordered,
“because that’s a rule!”
I took off my red
shoes, and put them on
the floor near the wall.
“Are you ready, because I am?” I asked.
“Yes!!!” they all
yelled. Even before I started, I knew it was going to
be a great game.
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Sam spun the wheel
pretty nervously. It landed on green hand, which
was across from us. I
reached my hand over to
the nearest one to me.
“Phew!” I said.
My sister Bella was
sitting on the brown
couch, so Sam told my
sister to spin the wheel
so she didn’t feel alone.
We had a lot of fun during Twister. We weren’t
in awkward positions,
but it was more like hilarious positions. I was
the first to lose because
my brother pushed me.
“Time to come out,
and come into our
house,” my mom stated.
“Awww, man!” we
exclaimed.
“Bye Sam!!” we said
loudly, and exited the
house.
That was the best
night and day of my summer!
By Brooklyn C.

WATERPARK
The best day ever was
during the summer. We
had so much fun at the
water park. You get wet
a lot and it is fun when
you get wet. I was with
my family and my
friends. We went on all
the rides. They were all
fun to go on. We had a

fun day. We ate hot dogs
and drank some good
cold drinks. We went in a
lot of pools.
By Victoria G.

lots of lost cat notes.”
We made the notes
but at the end I got to
keep Boots.
By Celena M.

MY CAT BOOTS

SUMMER BIRTHDAY

My kitten is a boy and his
name is Boots. He is a
black cat and I also
crossed roads by him. I
wonder if that gave me
bad luck?

In the summer, it was my
birthday. I had so much
fun in the morning that I
got up and did not want
to eat breakfast. I just
went in my jumper and
after I got in, I played for
about an hour and a half.
After I ate breakfast, I
was on my phone and I
called my Dad.
He said “I will be
there in a bit.”
He arrived in 20
minutes, so everyone was
there. We all went to the
jumper. Then it was time
for us to hit the piñata.
We finally hit it! We went
to eat but we did not eat
too much because we
wanted to play. My cousin
and I played and watched
television for a little bit. I
ate candy and then it was
dark.
By Alexandra G.

Boots loved tuna, but
pizza even better than
tuna. We found him on
the streets in Linwood. He
became a member in a
real family forever and I
loved him more than anything.
When I saw Boots for
the first time I said
“Look!” to my mom. Boots
was scared and jumpy.
My mom said “What!
Did I hit something?”
I told her “No” in a
normal voice and my
mom said “Oh my gosh,
Celena, it’s a cat.”
I said “It’s a cat,
Mommy, can we get it
please?”
My mom said “Ok
Celena, but I have to make

TRIP TO LAS VEGAS
One morning my grandma
told me to pack my bags.
I packed 6 pairs of socks
and 10 shirts. It turned
out that we were going to
Las Vegas.
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We stopped three
hours into the drive in
Barstow. I bought an ice
cream cone.
Once we arrived in
Las Vegas, I saw Trump
Tower but we stayed at
Circus Circus. When I
walked into the hotel I
saw an arcade. It was
huge!
We got to our room,
we settled in, and then
we ate McDonalds. We
watched ice skaters in a
rink. They were good at
balancing. We went to the
gift shop and crushed
pennies and bought a Las
Vegas hat for me. Then
we went to my cousin’s
wedding and ate seafood.
When it was over we
went to our room and
went to bed. The next
day we drove home and
we met my mom at the
park. We played on the
slide there.
By Anthony L.

ADVENTURE CITY
Last summer I was in the
bus with my friend going
to Adventure City with the
Boys & Girls Club.
All of my friends were
there on the bus. My
friend Zara and I were
talking on the bus about
how excited we were.
Soon we were at Adventure City. I couldn’t

believe my eyes. And not
in a good way.

“OMG,” Zara
moaned.
“It’s so….so, small,” I
stuttered.
“There's more to
see!” the staff yelled.
“I’ve seen enough,” I
cried. Then we started
to go on some rides. I
went on the Drop Zone
and I loved it. I did it five
times.
Then we went on a
roller coaster that went
sideways all the way up
and it was really shaky. I
went on that six times.
Charlotte was too scared
and she only went on it
three times.
It was the best day I
ever had.
By Faith B.

CHICKEN MADNESS
I did many things this
summer but my favorite
thing was going to visit
my older brother. He
lives in San Bernardino.
I went to his house we
watched an anime called
Tokyo Ghoul. We had my
Stepdad order pizza and

chicken wings. Everyone
got two of everything.
My stepdad ordered
more chicken wings.
There were more leftovers. I asked my Stepdad and he said one minute to warm them up. I
warmed them up, and
they were really hot. I
ate the chicken wings.
They were so good. I
walked to my brother’s
room. We were on Episode 8, and we needed
seven more episodes. I
asked my other brother
if I could buy one of his
toys and he said yes. I
bought his Doctor Doom
toy. It lights up, his
hands turned blue and
so did his mask. It was a
great day.
By Genesis S.

SOAK CITY IS DANGEROUS BUT FUN!
“Get down!” My mother
is yelling, I think. But I
can’t really hear. My
ears are blocked from
the crash of the wave.
The pain is unbearable
in my nose, but I move
on.
Mountains of people
are on top of each other.
I am close to the end.
Everyone around me is
screaming. I want to
scream too, but I can’t.
I am in Soak City.

Yes, I know I scared you.
Sorry! Well anyway, I am
in Soak City in the Wave
Pool, and boy is it fun! I
am wearing a navy blue
swimsuit with shorts and
my swim shoes.
I want to go on the
“toilet bowl” water slide (I
do not know what it is
really called). The lines
are super long so I just
stay in the baby area with
my friend’s cousin.
Then my life flashes
before my eyes as people
come tumbling over me. I
cannot really see anything above me except for
a little kid floating by. It
is very awkward especially since the kid waves at
me while riding the wave.
Then, I have to breathe
but I can’t. There are still
people on top of me and I
am at the deep end.
I feel a shadow looming over me, and it suddenly gets dark. I am
going to scream for help,
until I remember I can’t.
How long have I been
here? I think I have been
there long enough, because I start to see dancing stars.
Suddenly my mom
pulls me up, I am safe.
My mom starts talking
rapidly in Spanish about
how dangerous it is to
stay far away from her.
“Mom, I’m okay, I’m
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fine. Don’t worry!”
“How do you expect
me to be fine if you are
half drowning! Que te
pasa, what is wrong with
you!”
My mom raises her
voice just a bit. Then, I get
really worried. I get even
more worried when she
starts calling my friend’s
aunt. She is saying stuff
about getting out of Soak
City, and going instead to
eat somewhere.
I cannot let that happen, so I ask my mom if
we can go to Denny’s instead, and she says yes.
My friend puts on a
song and starts singing,
“She said ‘hola como esta,’” over and over again.
Soon my mom will forget
all about it, hopefully, and
we can stay and have fun
at Soak City.
By Geraldine S.

and ran out the door and
onto the sidewalk.
I felt the song from
the movie Rocky The Final Countdown starting
in my head. I felt inspired
because of the song. I
climbed on the skateboard and couldn’t balance on the skateboard.
I thought what type of
witchcraft is this? How is
it that hard to get on a
skateboard?

OUCH!

NIGHT IN NEW MEXICO

It was the perfect summer
day, or so I thought. My
Mom and Dad were still
asleep. I was hoping that
today I wouldn’t have to
do this, but I told myself
that I would have to.
It was time to ride a
skateboard for the first
time.
I went to my brother’s
room. He was still asleep.
I grabbed his skateboard

Have you been to New
Mexico? One day in the
summer, my older sister
was having a wedding, so
we took a road trip to
Tennessee. The day before we left, we rented a
car. The next day, we
woke up early to go. I
had to take carsick medicine, and it made me go
to sleep during the ride.
A little while later on
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Then I brought out a
stool and sat on it. I
slowly stood up and balanced. It was about
time.
By Guadalupe J.

the trip, it was breakfast
time so we stopped in
Arizona for food. My little
sister Gabby and I got
biscuits. We did not eat
them all. Then we went
into a hotel. We kept asking if we could go in the
pool. Our dad said we
could and my mom got us
a room key. We got our
bathing suits on and went
to the pool. We did not
stay long in the pool because my sister was not
having fun. We went in
the pool for ten minutes
and then we went in the
hot tub for ten minutes
and then went back to
the room.
When we got settled
at the hotel, my mom was
going to sleep, my dad
was going to sleep, my
sister Gabby was going to
sleep, and I was watching
TV and on my phone.
Soon we all went to sleep.
Good night!
By Kayden C.

SUMMER ACTIVITIES
I love summer because
we do not have school. I
am sorry teachers, but I
like summer better. I like
summer because it is my
birthday on July 2nd and I
got new earrings for my
birthday. I can go to the
pool in the summer, and
I like it to be summer be-

cause I get to sleep in.
During the summer,
my mom and I get ice
cream on Sundays. I get
vanilla ice cream and my
mom gets vanilla too.
I also like to go to the
park in summer. I go to
parties in summer and I
have fun. I like to sing
and dance in the summer
too. Summer is a great
time!
By Victoria G.

SUMMER IN THE POOL
My favorite summer activity is going to the pool!
The pool is really fun because you get to float on
pool noodles. You can put
them on your forehead and
act like a unicorn with a
very long horn.
The pool is also fun
because you can splash
your brothers and not get
in trouble. You just act
innocent and say it was
an accident. Once I
splashed my brother and
he fell and grabbed a pool
noodle and flipped over it.
My favorite thing at
the pool is the nice cool
water. It gleams and
looks like crystals. The
pool is a good place to go
when it’s hot because you
can cool down and swim
in nice cold water. That is
why I like the pool!
By Sindel Dior-C.
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GOING TO MEXICO!

LOUIE

On August 6th, my dad
bought tickets for my
family to go to Mexico.
My aunt told us “Ok, I will
take us to the airport in
my big car.” So we had to
wait 20 minutes in the
car and it was really hot.
When we got to the
airport, it was very crowded. I was really mad because we had to wait in a
hot car and my iPod 6
died because it was not
charged. Later, in the
airport, it was so cold
that I felt as cold as frozen ice cream.
Then we were in line
at the airport when they
called our flight number
35!
“It’s time to go on the
plane!” my sister said,
“No time to talk, let’s go
on the plane.”
Then we went on the
plane.
“This is going to be
so fun,” I said. Two
hours later I said, “Wow
that was so fun.” That
day we would get to see
my two cousins.
Seven days later I
said, “Wow that was fun,
that Mexico.” I got to see
my two cousins and now I
miss them. Someday I
will see my two cousins
again.
By Sydney Z.

It was a typical summer
evening. My mom was
cleaning and I was watching TV.
“Mom, can we go
somewhere?” I asked.
My brothers were at a
baseball game with my
dad.
“Maybe later,” she
responded. I nodded.
Bored on the couch while
melting like a popsicle, I
was watching repeated
episodes of SpongeBob.
Same old, same old. I
would have never been
sitting on the couch
bored that day if I knew
what was going to happen. I would have been
so excited.
“BLAHHHHHH!” I said
in a bored moment. I
turned off the TV and
walked to the kitchen. I
picked up a cup after
starring at the amazingly
tall stack of cups. I
opened the refrigerator
door. The cool breeze of
the fridge smacked me in
the face like that time
the dodgeball hit me in
recess, except better.
RING, RING, BUZZ,
BUZZ, RING, RING, BUZZ,
BUZZ!! My mom’s phone
started ringing. My mom
rested the broom on the
wall and went to go answer it. Three minutes

later she came back to
my room.
“Get ready, we’re
going to the hospital!”
she yelled across the
hall as she ran to go get
ready to go to the hospital for who knows what.
Five minutes later we
hopped into the car and
drove off.
We got to the hospital 20 minutes later.
After going through the
front desk and the security we finally reached . .
. Labor and Delivery?
“Why are we here?” I
asked her.
“Your Tia Rocio finally had a baby!” my mom
answered.
As we walked down
the hall looking for Room
A32, we also heard infant cries. We soon
reached the room and
knocked. There was a
door in the room that led
to the delivery room.
There we saw my family
member from my mom’s
side of the family. We
greeted the family and
then the nurse came out
and told us, “Everyone
can come in the room if
you want. And try to not
make any loud noises.”
There were about 11
of us in that room. Seven minutes later, I was
still waiting in the room
to hold the baby.

Finally, my mom
handed him my way. She
gently placed him in my
arms. He was so tiny and
wrinkly and chubby but
most of all he was so
cute! After a minute I
handed him back to my
mom and sat down. That
afternoon I carried the
baby about three times.
Finally, a half an hour
later we left. As we were
driving I asked my mom
the baby’s name and she
said Louie.
We got on the freeway and started heading
home. I asked “Can we
go visit Louie tomorrow?”
She said, “Maybe
tomorrow but right now
we need to worry about
getting home on time at
8:00 with all this traffic.”
Guess we had a new mission to focus on.
By Maya N.

ROAD TRIP TO
NORTH CAROLINA
Last summer, my family
told me that we were going to North Carolina. My
family and I were packing
up and my sister, brother
and I were so excited to
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go meet our cousins and
our aunt in North Carolina.
When we got ready to
go, we put all our stuff in
the car and said goodbye
to our cousins and aunties here. Then we got in
the car and my sister,
brother and I were so excited.
It was the second day
of our trip, and my family
and I were so hungry. We
went to McDonald’s and
got our food. Then we
went on the road again.
In the car we watched a
movie called Cinderella.
After that, we watched
another movie called Jurassic World. The Jurassic World movie is scary
when the dinosaur pops
out and breaks the window. There was a part
when the police try to
fight the big dinosaur that
eats people.
On the third day, my
family and I were so tired
of being in the car. We
went to go eat something.
Then we went back on the
road and drove until we
were close to South Carolina. My family and I were
so excited that we were
close to South Carolina.
My sister, brother and I
were watching another
movie called Tinkerbell. It
was so much fun looking
at that movie. My family
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and I were tired and
went to a hotel and we
stayed there for the last
night.
On the fourth day,
my family and I were
excited to be in North
Carolina. My family
drove to a Siler City
where my auntie lives.
We found Siler City and
we finally found my auntie’s house.
We parked in her
backyard. Then we went
inside and said “Hi family!”
Everybody was so
happy that we were
there and my sister,
brother and I were happy
too. We missed my
auntie and my cousins
and now my sister,
brother and I could see
them again.
By Natalie O.

WHEN MY BROTHER
BROKE MY PHONE
‘‘AHHH!’’ The day my
brother broke my phone
was on Fourth of July. It
was so sad that I was
almost going to cry, but
then two days later I got
a way better phone. I
was so happy.
The day my brother
broke my phone, I was in
the pool. He asked if he
could use my phone and
I said “Yeah, go ahead,

but if you break it I’ll
break your face.”
I jumped in the pool then.
It wasn’t even a whole
minute later when I came
back up and guess what?
My phone was on the table CRACKED! I walked
up to my brother and
punched him as hard as I
could.
He said, “What are
you doing?”
I told him “You broke
my iPhone!”
I got so mad I was
almost going to cry.
That’s how sad I was.
Then I went back in the
pool to cool myself off
because the whole phone
screen was shattered.
Then I went to go tell
my dad what my brother
did to my beautiful phone.
My dad said he saw my
brother get angry at
something and throw my
phone at the wall. He just
put my phone down on
the table and walked
away. I could use the
phone, because it still
worked, but the next day I
got a brand new phone.
By Neveah C.

THE BIG WATER BALLOON FIGHT
“It is so hot!” I complained. I was walking
around trying to find a
cool place in the house.

Then I thought for a second.
“Mom, can we have a
water balloon fight?” I
asked.
“Sure, but we don’t
have water balloons,” my
mom replied.
I went to ask my dad
if he could buy some and
he said yes. We went to
the store to get the water
balloons. I got to pick the
colors because I asked. I
got pink and blue. We
came home with four
packs of water balloons.
It was boys versus
girls. The girls got two
packs of balloons and the
boys got two packs.
When we were done filling
the balloons with water,
we put them in a bucket.
We went outside and
started the fight.

My team lost. The war
was over and the boys
won. Then I remembered!
There were four more balloons for the girls. I told
my cousin and we filled
them up. We went to my
big brother. Then we got
the balloons out and
popped them on his
head! He got mad and
we ran away.
By Thalia F.
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DEZMOND
Dezmond is a 10-year-old
kid. He is in the fifth
grade. His favorite teacher is Mrs. Delgado because she is nice. His
favorite subject in school
is math. His favorite book
is called Diary of a Wimpy
Kid. His favorite food is
pizza and donuts. His
favorite restaurant is
called IHOP. His favorite
day in his life was when
he went to Ohio.
Dezmond likes to play
kickball outside of school.
When he grows up he
wants to be a donut worker.
By Natalie O.

NATALIE
Natalie is a 10-year-old
kid. She is in fifth grade.
Her favorite teacher is
Mrs. Winkle. Her favorite
subject is reading. Her
favorite book is Diary of a
Wimpy Kid. Her favorite
movie is Jurassic World.
Her favorite food is Chinese food. Her favorite
thing to do is kickball.
Natalie’s best day was
when she went to North
Carolina. She would like
to be a doctor.
By Dezmond T.

PRESSFRIENDS
CAROLINA

Carolina is fourteen. She
is in ninth grade. Her favorite teacher is Mrs.
Kuhn because she’s nice
and easy. Her favorite
subject is science because she can do experiments and because it’s
fun.
Carolina’s favorite
book is The Book Thief.
Her favorite movie is
Nerve. Her favorite food
is chicken fingers and
French fries.
Carolina’s favorite
thing to do outside of
school is hang out with
friends and sleep.
The best day in her
life was when she went to
New York City. She has
one sibling and she wants
to be a doctor when she
grows up.
By Nevaeh C.

PRESSFRIENDS’ HANA
Hana is in 11th grade and

LaTroyce and Anthony

she is 16 years old.
Hana’s favorite
teacher is her second
grade teacher. She told
me the teacher was “very
nice.”
Hana’s favorite subjects are science and
math.
Hana told me her
favorite book is To Kill A
Mockingbird and she
likes fantasy and comedy
movies. Her favorite
foods are pasta, pizza
and sushi.

Alexandra and Hana

Her favorite things to
do outside of school are
Girl Scouts, Yearbook and
PressFriends.
When she grows up,
Hana would like to be an
engineer or an architect.
If she cannot be an engineer or an architect, she
would like to be a doctor
or a teacher.
By Alexandra G.

ANTHONY
Anthony is ten years old
and he is in fifth grade.
His favorite teacher is
Mrs. Lee because she lets
them read a lot. His favorite school subject is
reading because it makes
him feel like he’s in the
story.
Anthony’s favorite
book is Harry Potter because it is very interesting. His favorite movie is
APV because there is a lot
of action.

Dragon Tales

17

Meet our Reporters
Anthony’s favorite
food is Mexican food because it is good.
Anthony’s favorite
thing to do outside of
school is football because it gives him strong
muscles. His favorite
sport is football.
He said that he
doesn’t have a best day
of his life because he
has so many.
Anthony says that
when he grows up he
wants to be a YouTuber.
By LaTroyce T.

LATROYCE
LaTroyce is 11 years old
and in the 6th grade. His
favorite teacher is Mrs.
Picazo because she is
nice. LaTroyce likes writing to empty his
thoughts.
LaTroyce likes to
read Captain Underpants
because it’s funny. His
favorite movie is The
Fast and the Furious because it has cool cars.
He also likes to play on
his phone.
LaTroyce likes tamales because the beef
tastes good.
He wants to be in the
NBA when he grows up
because he wants to play
basketball with an NBA
team.
By Anthony L.
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AMAZING MAYA
Have you heard of the 10
-year-old named Maya?
Well, I’m here to tell you
all about her!
Maya is an intelligent
5th grader in Mrs.
Whalen’s class. Maya’s
favorite teacher is Mrs.
Lee because she was
nice, cool, and fair. She
is the best teacher of all
Maya has ever had.
Maya's favorite subject at Leland is writing,
because she can express
her imagination in any
way she can. She likes to
write fiction or realistic
fiction, but she loves to
write about superheroes
and unicorns. Maya’s
favorite book is the series Dork Diaries. It’s her
favorite series because
the books are funny and
hilarious, and the titles
and the covers of the
books are really interesting.
Maya’s favorite movie is The Simpsons Movie
because in her opinion
it’s hilarious, and because her favorite genre
is comedy.
The food Maya likes
to eat all the time are
tacos because she thinks
they’re delicious (at least
in her taste).
Maya’s favorite thing
to do outside of school is

Brooklyn, Nevaeh, and Maya

making slime because
you can make it in any
way, it’s fun to play with,
and she likes the way you
can make it feel, decorating the slime, and making
whatever kind of slime
you want.
Maya’s best day in
her life is when she got
her phone because she
can talk to her friends
about different subjects.
Maya would be
pleased to grow up to be
a nurse because you get
paid a lot of money in her
opinion and she also likes
helping others.
The last thing about
The Amazing Maya is that
her favorite out of all mystical animals is the one
and only… UNICORN!!!!
She loves unicorns because they are magical,
majestic, beautiful, awesome, and amazing. Maya would love to be one
too! This is the end of All

About Maya. I hoped you
liked reading about her!
By Brooklyn C.

VERY BROOKLYN
Ten year-old Brooklyn is a
reading genius. She is in
love with Harry Potter
books. She thinks the
movies are awesome but
the books are better!
Her favorite book in
the series is Harry Potter
And The Sorcerer’s
Stone.
To Brooklyn, the reason she loves reading is
because the books can
be as long as they want
and more explained and
detailed than to see the
same story in a movie or
on TV. With Mrs. Picazo
challenging her and pushing her to read even more
and more with interesting
books, Brooklyn won’t
just get a 5th grade title,
Continued on next page/..
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she earns it. Brooklyn
has been a loved student
by all her teachers
(especially Mrs. Picazo),
but Brooklyn’s favorite
teacher is Mrs. Picazo. To
Brooklyn, Mrs. Picazo is
funny, sweet, and smart.
In her spare time,
Brooklyn loves to play
outside and online with
friends.
In addition to all the
days she spends playing
with all her friends, her
favorite day was the day
her baby cousin Darby
was born.
When Brooklyn grows
up, she still can’t make
the decision of whether to
be an Anime artist or being a YouTuber. As much
as she loves Anime and
YouTube, Brooklyn loves
the food ramen.
Brooklyn wishes she
could have a dog but she

doesn’t have any pets
thanks to the owner of
her apartment. Brooklyn
thinks a Chocolate Lab
would be the best, but
she would even want two
dogs! She would just
have more love for dogs.
Being the oldest sibling is not always as easy
as it looks. With a little
sister and brother, Brooklyn still manages to try her
hardest and try to give
more than get!
by Maya N.

GET TO KNOW GENESIS
Genesis is ten years old
and in the 5th grade. At
school her favorite teacher was Miss Babich,
“because she was really
fun.”
Genesis’ favorite subject in school is history.
“It was really interesting,” she says.
Her favorite food is

Sindel Dior, Guadalupe, and Geraldine

chicken wings “because
it’s chewy.” Her favorite
chips are hot Cheetos.
Genesis’ favorite
thing to do outside of
school is play video
games because it’s fun.
The best day of Genesis’ life was going to
Skyzone because it’s exciting.
Genesis wants to be
a veterinarian when she
grows up because she
loves animals.
By Faith B.

MEET FAITH

Faith and Genesis

Faith is in the 5th grade
and she is 9 years old.
Her favorite teacher is
Mrs. Rodriguez. Faith
likes her because she is
really nice.
Faith’s favorite subject is writing because
she practices her handwriting.

Faith’s favorite book
is The One and Only Ivan
because it has animals in
it and she likes animals.
Faith’s favorite movie
is The Emoji Movie because she likes texting.
Her favorite app is
Candy Crush because
she loves candy. Her
favorite food is spaghetti
because she likes slurping it.
Her favorite thing to
do after school is going
to the Boys and Girls
Club because she likes
doing art there.
The best day of
Faith’s life was being
born because now she
exists.
When she grows up,
Faith wants to be the
first doctor to go in
space because she
wants to break a world
record.
By Genesis S.
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GUADALUPE
Lupita (as some people
call her) is 11 years old,
and goes to Leland
Street STEAM Academy,
where she is in sixth
grade. She says that her
favorite teacher is Mr.
Miller, because he is a
great teacher. He pushes
the kids to do the right
thing, and because they
have a lot in common.
Lupita’s favorite subject is art, because she is
able to express herself.
Esperanza Rising is
her favorite book because it makes her feel
different emotions. It
takes place in Mexico
and she feels that she
can be in the characters’
shoes.
Italian Food is Lupita’s favorite food because there are so many
types of food and Italian
food tastes amazing to

her. Her favorite activity
outside of school is
watching Netflix, because she can get comfy
with her onesie, drink hot
chocolate, and watch
cool shows.
When she grows up,
Lupita wants to be a lawyer because she wants to
help the good people
who have problems, and
not be a lawyer who gets
paid to lie for the person.
Lupita has a zodiac sign,
and it is Aquarius. Her
personality is defined by
her honest, intelligent
and imaginative nature.
Her zodiac mythical creature is the mermaid. This
is what makes Guadalupe.
By Geraldine S.

GERALDINE
Geraldine is 11 years old
and she is in 6th grade.
She does not have one

Sydney and Thalia
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favorite teacher. She
loves them all and they
are all her favorites.
Geraldine’s favorite
subject in school is reading because she says she
can feel the characters’
emotions. Every book
she reads is her favorite.
Her favorite food is El
Pollo Loco’s salad. For
her after school activity,
Geraldine likes to play
basketball because she’s
really good at it. Her best
day ever is when her
teacher first showed her
class how to play football
and she was chosen to be
the quarterback.
Geraldine would like
to be a teacher when she
grows up because she
says she is very good with
children.
By Sindel-Dior C.

THALIA
Thalia is 10 years old and
she is in 5th grade. Her
favorite teacher is Mrs.
Nancy because she does
not yell, and she is fun.
Thalia’s favorite subject for school is art because she loves to draw.
Her favorite book is
Dork Diaries because it is
funny. Her favorite movie
is Aladdin because it’s
funny and she likes Princess Jasmine.
Thalia’s favorite food

is fried chicken because
it’s so juicy and good.
Her favorite thing to do
when she gets home is
Snapchat because you
have a cute time.
Her favorite place to
eat is Farrell's because
they have really great ice
cream.
Thalia’s best day is
July 7th because it’s her
birthday! When she
grows up, Thalia wants to
be an artist. That is my
best friend Thalia!
By Sydney Z.

MY BFF SYDNEY
Sydney is 10 years old.
She is in 5th grade. Her
favorite teacher is Mrs.
Delgado. Sydney likes
Mrs. Delgado because
she clips her work up often. Sydney’s favorite
subject is science because you can do a lot of
hands on experiments.
Her favorite book is
Bad Kitty. From Sydney’s
perspective, it is a good
book because it expresses the emotions of her
favorite animals (cats).
Sydney’s favorite
movie is Alice in Wonderland because it is funny
and weird.
Sydney’s favorite
food is enchiladas because she likes the chickContinued on next page/..
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en and the crunchy tortilla, and she likes to sprinkle cheese on it.
Sydney’s favorite
place to eat is Shakey’s
because it has good pizza
and potato fries.
Sydney’s favorite
thing to do outside of
school is the app musical.ly because she can lip
sync and make movements with her hands.
Her favorite day is the
fourth of July because
there are pretty fireworks.
Sydney wants to be a
librarian/teacher when
she grows up because
she can read books to

kids and she can check
out books.
By Thalia F.

VICTORIA
Victoria is in the
fourth grade. Victoria is 9
years old. She has a little
sister who is seven and a
half, two years younger
than she is.
Victoria’s favorite
teacher is Mrs. Winkle,
and that’s because she is
nice to her.
Victoria’s favorite
movie is Let It Shine. She
does not have a dog or a
cat so she plays with her
little sister.
By Celena M.

Celena and Victoria

CELENA
My best friend forever is
Celena. Celena is 9 years
old. She is in 4th grade.
Celena’s favorite
teacher is Mrs. Madsen.

Celena’s favorite subject
in school is math because
she likes solving problems.
Her favorite book is
Harry Potter.
By Victoria G.
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one interesting group,
which was the PaleoAnthropology group, got a
skeleton of an early Hominid. They even found a
skull with a moving jaw.
Before all this excitement, (three of four
weeks earlier), each
group had to do their research. In fact, most of
the class said that the
research was interesting.
During their research the
groups were really focused on their topic because it was engaging.
There were groups in and
out of the classroom, and
all the groups seemed to
have a good time. The
kids used pens, highlighters, notebooks, almost

anything they needed to
write with to take notes of
their projects.
After all the artifacts
were dug up, the class
had to, literally, destroy
the clay completely, so
that Mr. Miller, the sixthgrade teacher, could reuse the powder, and
make other clay bricks for
the next sixth grade classes.
Each group had a
bucket, and sifter, and
two people at a time
would shake the sifter.
Thankfully the class had
safety glasses, because
dust and rock were flying
everywhere. If someone
were to come out on the
yard and look at the

class, it would be like a
mini dust storm surrounding the sixth grade.
In the end, the whole
class got to enjoy a good
history project. The pictures Mr. Miller took are
available at schoolmastermiller.com. Click on
the More tab, press History, scroll down a bit, and
there are the pictures of
each group.
If someone asked
one of the sixth graders
if they liked the Archeological Digs, they would
probably say, “It was so
much fun,” and they
would carry a big grin on
their face until the end
of the day.

PressFriends is proud to sponsor Dragon Tales
PressFriends are middle and high school mentors who work with your after
school newspaper club on the Dragon Tales newspaper. PressFriends is an
all-volunteer, youth-led nonprofit. PressFriends also works with 12 other
programs and over 400 elementary students every year.
All of our programs are free to participants but their success is due to the
efforts of our program partners. We would like to thank teachers Judy Lee,
Anna Delgado, and Kathleen Rodriguez for their time and help and your
principal Lora Caudill for her support.
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22

DRAGON TALES and PRESSFRIENDS
would like to thank

BANK OF THE WEST,

L.A. COUNTY SUPERVISOR
JANICE HAHN, and
LA County 4th Supervisorial District
for their support
and Youth Service America
and Hasbro for the
Be Fearless Be Kind grant
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wanted: kid reporters
For CMA Kids News
at the

CMA Whale Fiesta
on January 28, 2018
Sign-Up is Required
and Space is Limited
Sign up at http://bit.ly/CMA012818

Each pre-registered student will have at least
one article published in CMA Kids News!
If you are in 4th, 5th or 6th grade, sign-up now for our

FREE news and science writing workshop on Sunday,
January 28, 2018 (10:00 am—1:00 pm).
The workshop will be run by PressFriends middle and
high school mentors, and there will be lots of opportunities to learn about local marine issues, to write and be
published, and to have fun!
Cabrillo
Marine
Aquarium

Fall 2017

Friends of the
Cabrillo Marine
Aquarium
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24

Principal’s Corner
Dear Leland Dragons,
I am so proud of your
articles! They showcase
your insightful perspectives, expressions of opinions and editing skills. I
loved watching you blossom as writers and learn
to enjoy the writing and
editing process of becoming a journalist. At Leland
STEAM Academy we are
excited to bolster your
continued interest in writing and publishing of your
own pieces. I encourage
you to read over the win-

ter break and write about
your reading, this will continue to reinforce all that
you have learned with
Press Friends.
To my fabulous teachers, Mrs. Delgado, Mrs. Lee
and Mrs. Rodriguez, you
are deeply appreciated for
your dedication to our students and supporting them
on their journalism journey.
You are an asset to our
staff and valued for your
commitments to this opportunity.
Finally, thank you to

Alec Berry, Mrs. Berry,
Mrs. Southwell, mentors,
parents and the entire
PressFriends program.
Leland is honored to have
been a part of this experience for two years and we
look forward to continuing
our partnership. We are
truly thankful for the opportunity to give our students their voice through
writing.
Have a fabulous holiday,
Ms. Lora Caudill
Principal

Note from Our Faculty Advisors
It has been a great pleasure to work with all the
PressFriends students.
We are so proud of all the
work you have done for
this issue of Dragon Tales. We hope that you
continue your writing endeavors for many years
to come!
We would also like to
give special thanks to

some very important people who make PressFriends possible at Leland. Thank you Mrs. Caudill, Ms. Savage and the
entire Leland staff for supporting the students.
Thank you to all our PressFriends mentors and parents, especially Alec Berry
and Mrs. Berry. Thank you
Mrs. Southwell for all your

behind-the-scenes hard
work and making PressFriends possible at Leland.
We are looking forward to working with
more students in the next
session of PressFriends.
Happy Holidays and enjoy
your winter break!
Judy Lee
Kathleen Rodriguez
Anna Delgado
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