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NASA’s Laura Faye Tenenbaum
By Emma B.

D

o you know what
your career is going
to be? One interesting
idea is to be a part of
NASA’s Jet Propulsion
Laboratory. Laura Faye
Tenenbaum works there.
She is responsible for
creating content for the
climate website Global
Climate Change, where
vital signs of the planet
and Earth right now are
on the blog.
She teaches lots of
people about what she
does and answers lots of

questions. Her team has
one five Webby awards
for the Internet Industry’s
highest honor for the Best
Science Website and for
-the Best Green Website.
Laura also has held a
faculty position in the
Physical Science Department at Glendale Community College for 13 years.
Laura’s goal is to attract a highly motivated
new generation to recognize and stand up to the
environmental challenges
we face.

Laura Faye Tenenbaum

The Wimp Returns
By Anthony

I

n the movie Diary of a
Wimpy Kid – The Long
Haul, Susan (Mom) wanted to go to her grandmother’s (MeeMaw) 90th
birthday party. Greg did
not want to do go on the
long car driver to
MeeMaw’s house, and
neither did his older
brother Rodrick. Greg and
Rodrick were even more
unhappy when their mother made them give her
their cell phones and put

a ban on technology. They
had many adventures on
their way to their great
grandmother’s house and
along the way learned a
lot about family.
Greg’s little brother,

Manny, got a pig during
the trip, and my favorite
scene was when the pig
had Manny’s pacifier.
The pig added a lot of
humor to the movie.
Other funny scenes
were when their boat flew
into a pool and Greg’s
problems with another
family on the road called
the Beardos.
This is a fun movie to
see this summer. It is
good for all ages.
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All About Laura Faye Tenenbaum
By Makala T.

A

t the STEW
(Science, Technology, Engineering, and
Writing) Symposium for
Kids, we heard from
Laura Tenenbaum who
works for NASA. She
also has a website
called NASA’s Global
Changers.

Laura said “having
things hard is more
fun”. Laura also stated
that “people love challenges”.
Laura flies in an
airplane with all of her
supplies. When she
flies, she does her
blog.

Laura did a speech
about how for the past
10 years water has
been rising and is still
continuing to rise. The
reason why the water is
rising because the
world has been getting
hotter.
Laura Tenenbaum

All About Bing Jiang
By Ava R.

D

o you like robots? If
you do, Bing Jiang
makes robots.
Bing talked at the
STEW Symposium. She
started in China after
she finished school. She
then came to America to
get a job they didn’t
have in China and began working on robots.
She made lots and lots

of robots. There is a
robot that you can
make from a kit, but
she didn’t make the
robot kit.
Do you want to know
what a robot can do?
The robot sees what you
say and you can phone
the robot and have the
robot do exercises. It is
a good companion.

Do you want to know
what inspired her to
make robots? It was the
kids. She loves kids so
she made a company
called Rolling Robots
where kids can build
their own robots.
Maybe one day you
can make a robot like
Bing Jiang.

Bing Jiang

Robotics for Children
By Genesis S.

H

ave you ever wanted to make a robot? Well now you can.
Bing Jiang has created
an amazing company
called Rolling Robots
where children build
their own robots!
Bing Jiang said children inspired her to
Spring 2017

make robots. She loves
her job. She is the cofounder of Rolling Robots. It is in three locations—Glendale, Rolling
Hills Estates, and West
Los Angeles.
At Rolling Robots,
kids can enter robotics
competitions and one

team was World Champion in 2015.
Bing received a master's degree from California State University,
Los Angeles. She
worked previously for
Integrated Applied Physics Inc.

PressFriends founder Luke
Southwell and Bing Jiang
Photo by Michael Owen Baker
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The Internet
By Anthony L.

S

ivaram taught us
about how the internet works. Sivaram
Krishnan completed his
master’s degree at USC
and undergraduate degree in India. Sivaram is
researching why and
how the internet works.
Sivaramakrishnan Ramanatha
Photo by Michael Owen Baker

This topic was interesting because he told us
that a computer is only
1’s and 0’s. You can
send and receive information from a cellphone
to a laptop.
There are IP addresses but now there are

250 million domain
names. There are wired
underground cables
that connect houses
together around the
world. The subject is
that Internet works and
Sivaram showed us why
the Iinternet works.

Interesting Internet
By Kaethe L.

H

ow do we get internet and apps?
Have you ever thought
of that? There is no internet in the North Pole,
because there are no
cables connecting it to
the Internet. The Internet comes from wires
underwater and under
or above land. So the
more an area is crowded with houses it means

less network. They all
have to share so it is
hard even if all the
houses are connected
to a wire. We get apps
from servers. If you
have a special computer the data is more faster that usual. Sometimes we can transfer
in less than one second
because the server
does not need to know

any information on a
language. You can send
it from California to China no problem. The
server has all addresses.
So now you have
learned very awesome,
cool, amazing facts
about the Internet.
Have fun going on the
Internet and wander
around but be safe!

brain injuries but they
still have not found the
cure to helping people
with their problems.
They are very close to a
solution with their engineering. Do you think
that they will do it or do
you think that they will

fail? I think that they
can do it. It is very cool
that they are doing that
for the people that need
it. They are trying to
help them with their
senses by using chips
in the brain.

Brain Chips
By India T.

W
Clayton Bingham
Photo by Michael Owen Baker

e learned that
you can put
chips in animals’
brains. Scientists test
them first in cats, dogs,
and rats, before they
are tested on people.
Scientists are trying
to help people with

Dragon Tales
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Memory Drive
By Anthony M.

C

layton Bingham is a
very hard working
man but he never gets
credit for it. So when he
gets success he should
get a party for stopping
memory diseases. His
plan is to do brain sur-

gery and take the damaged part of the brain
and then put a chip to
replace it. The chip will
have storage space for
a person’s memories.
The memory drive will
store all the stuff they

see. It will also store
some thoughts, sounds
and smells. The reason
you need your memory
is so you can remember
stuff. For example, your
homework, lunch, and
responsibility.

Calling the Brain

Clayton Bingham

By Lauren C.

T

he brain is a very
important part of
your body. There are
many parts to your brain
that helps you live— like
your memory.
Scientists are working on a computer chip
that can save humans
from a disease called

dementia. They test
their new computer
chip inventions on humans and animals.
Some engineers are
trained to work on inventions that saves
humans with dementia.
The brain sends shock
waves through your

body to get it to move.
One part of your brain
sends a shock to your
heart telling it to pump
and if that part stops,
you would be at a risk
of dying.
The brain does a lot
for us and is very important for humankind.

Chips for Damaged Brains
By Marissa S.

D

id you know that
people use computer chips for their
brain? People put computer chips in their brain
if they have dementia.
Dementia is an effect on
the brain and you become forgetful. You can
get it from old age. and
it affects 15-20% of the
Spring 2017

population over 65
years of age.
Scientists are looking to computer chips
to address dementia . I
never knew that people
might have computer
chips in their brains.
I think that having
dementia is very scary
for people or for their

families, because people can die from dementia.
Did you know that
you can see your brain
through your eyes and
your most sensitive part
of your brain is the
smell? Most parts of
your brain can be
touched by disease.
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Healthy Habits
By Natalie O.

H

ave you ever wanted to learn about
Health? Well now you
can. Clayton Bingham
knows about health. He
will tell you all about it.
Clayton Bingham
said, “Adults and Children need to be healthy
and eat healthy”.

Clayton Bingham is
an enthusiastic researcher. He is working
to develop models
which predict brain tissue response to electrical stimulation. He is
trying to improve cognitive performance in
therapeutic applications.

Clayton has a loving wife and an old
English Sheepdog. He
works in the USC Center where he learns
more about health
and studies a lot. He
loves what he is doing.

his lab mates have created a chip which repairs broken cells. They
have tested the chips
on monkeys and cats,
and the chips will soon

be tested on humans.
The chip is placed on
the hippocampus in the
brain, and the chips
repair brain pathways
to lower the effects.

Clayton Bingham

Brain Chips
By .Jonathan E.

C

layton Bingham is a
biomedical engineer at USC’s neural
engineering center. He
is looking to find a cure
for dementia. He and

Repairing Damaged Brains
By Rita R.

W

hat do brains do?
Brains are more
than body parts. The
brain collects information from the outside
world and gives us ideas. We use our brain all
the time.
If you were to damage your hippocampus
you will not be able to

remember. It can also
cause dementia. Replacing broken parts of
the brain with computer
chips would help develop memory again.
There are many
ways to have dementia
like age or hitting yourself on your head hard
could develop demen-

tia. The eyes are the
only thing that could
see for the brain. Most
of your brain could
cause diseases.
Researchers are trying to find a way to replace damaged parts of
the brain. Maybe in the
future damage parts of
the brain can be fixed.
Dragon Tales
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Clayton has the Brains
By Sindei-Dior C.

C

layton Bingham is a
researcher working
to come up with a cure
for dementia. He is
working to develop and
prove different models
predicting how brain
tissue responds to elec-

trical stimulation. Clayton studies different
parts of the human
brain.
Dementia is a disease that makes you
forget things easily. You
usually get hurt at the

right side of your brain,
says Clayton. In conclusion, Clayton Bingham
is trying to come up
with cures for all kinds
of diseases and likes to
study different kinds of
the human brain.

Clayton Bingham

Brains
By Faith B.

T

he brain should be
natural and not artificial. I do not think that
it is good for humans

because it is extra stuff
that should not be put
in brains. It is dangerous and can malfunc-

tion. The chip could
break and you could be
electrocuted out of nowhere.

Phone Way to Measure
By Geraldine S.

C

hristoph Efstathiou
is a student at USC.
As a kid, he loved to
play with Legos and toy
models. Not only is he a
student at USC but he is
also an engineer. He is
studying Aerospace Engineering. He said that
people can measure
with a phone, temperaSpring 2017

ture, loudness, brightness, moisture, speed
and almost anything
that you can think of.
Phones also have cameras, microphones,
GPS, and USB connections. His most comfortable subjects in school
were math, physics,
and chemistry so it

made sense to study
Aerospace Engineering.
He is also studying different ways to control
the flow of objects such
as airplanes or cars. He
is trying to make their
objects more efficient.
Maybe one day you can
grow up and be like him
too.

Christoph Efstathiou
Photo by Michael Owen Baker
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My Favorite Scene in
Diary of a Wimpy Kid—The Long Haul
Greg Goes Flying into
the Pool
My favorite scene in
the movie Diary of a
Wimpy Kid – The Long
Haul was when Greg
Heffley was going to
MeeMaw’s (his great
grandmother) house
but instead goes into
the pool.
One reason l liked it
is because I thought
the part where he went
flying in slow motion
was funny. It was majestic and there was
grand music in the
background.
Another reason is
because when it was
played in slow motion,
it made Greg’s face
look dramatic.
The last reason is
because of the way he
screamed when he
went flying. It sounded
like a little girl.
These are the reasons why that scene
was my favorite scene
in the movie.
By Geraldine S.
The Dorky, Wimpy Kid
Is Back
The scene that was my
favorite from the movie
Diary of a Wimpy Kid –
The Long Haul was
when Manny gets his

pig back. The scene
took place at the petting
zoo. When Manny gets
his pig back, it was so
cute. Manny and the pig
run to each other which
is so adorable. And
Manny gets to keep his
pig.
My other favorite scene was when Greg has a
diaper on his hand.
By Rita
The Long Haul
My favorite part of the
movie Diary of a Wimpy
Kid – The Long Haul
was when Manny knew
how to speak Spanish
but the others in his
family didn’t. Manny
knew how to speak
Spanish which is lucky
and good because they
would have a hard time
if he didn’t.
Another funny part
was when the Dad
squirted mud in the family’s faces with the car
and asked, “What did
you guys do?” It was
funny because he squirted them and kind of
blamed it on them.
I also liked when
Manny and the pig were
running to each other,
because they have a
strong connection.
By Lauren C.

The Long Drive
My favorite scene in the
movie Diary of a Wimpy
Kid – The Long Haul
was when the Heffleys
drove into the woods
and Rodrick thought he
got shot. I liked this scene because it was funny.
I also liked the scene
when Manny spoke
Spanish, because I was
impressed. It also was
funny when Rodrick
threw up.
By Marcelo

Rodrick Rules
My favorite part of the
movie Diary of a Wimpy
Kid – The Long Haul
was when Rodrick got
scared of Manny. The
people in the scene
were Susan, Frank, Rodrick, Greg and Manny.
One reason I liked
that scene is because it
was funny when Rodrick
thought he was dying.
Another reason why I
liked that scene is because it was awesome.
By Natalie
Manly Manny
I liked the part in the
movie Diary of a Wimpy
Kid – The Long Haul
where Manny started to
say Spanish to Luis. It
was funny because he
Dragon Tales
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My Favorite Scene in
Diary of a Wimpy Kid—The Long Haul
learned so much from
the Spanish record.
Manny was a funny kid.
I liked this scene because it was funny. He
learned a lot and it was
surprising because he
was just a baby.
By Sindel-Dior
A Wimp Will Rise!
I loved the movie Diary
of a Wimpy Kid – The
Long Haul. My favorite
part was when they got
stuck in the car. I also
liked the carnival and
the prank on the bad
people. I also liked
when they got to
MeeMaw’s house.
I really, really loved
the movie.
By Elisa F.
Stuck in the Mud
My favorite part of the
movie Diary of a Wimpy
Kid – The Long Haul
was when they got
stuck. The people in the
scene were Rodrick,
Manny, Greg, Mom, Dad
and the pig. It was funny because they were
chasing the bad people.
I also liked when they
got to MeeMaw’s (Greg’s
great grandmother)
house and when Manny
spoke Spanish.
By Julianna W.
Spring 2017

Diaper Hands
My favorite part of the
movie Diary of a Wimpy
Kid – The Long Haul
was the “Diaper Hands”
part. I liked it when
Greg went into the ball
pit and he was trying to
get his brother out of
the ball pit but he
touched a diaper. It was
funny because he
turned into a popular
meme.
I also liked when
Manny won a pig, because they had to take
care of it. And I liked
the part when their car
broke down, because
they had to push the
car and Greg was in the
boat.
By Faith B.
Spanish Star
The best part of the
movie, Diary of a Wimpy
Kid – The Long Haul,
was when Greg’s little
brother Manny was
speaking Spanish. It is
funny because he is a
toddler and so young.
When he said “I
pooped” in Spanish it
was funny, because
nobody knew what he
said except for Luis.
Everyone was proud of
Manny.
By Victoria W..

Manny Shines
My favorite scene in the
movie Diary of a Wimpy
Kid – The Long Haul
was when Manny was
talking Spanish. When
Manny talks Spanish, it
was super cute and that
means that Manny is
smart.
I also liked when he
told the man how to get
to the pig, and when
Manny and the pig ran
to each other. It was
super cute and adorable.
Another funny scene
was when Greg gets a
diaper when he was
looking for Manny. It
was really funny.
By Makala T.
More for Manny
My favorite part of the
movie Diary of a Wimpy
Kid – The Long Haul
was when Manny spoke
perfect Spanish. It was
funny because he was
three years old.
I also liked when
Manny got the pig because he guessed 456
pounds.
I also liked the
Beardos family because
they were annoying.
By Anthony
Continued on page 10/...
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My Favorite Scene in
Diary of a Wimpy Kid—The Long Haul
Pigs Fly
I liked the part in the
movie Diary of a Wimpy
Kid – The Long Haul
when Manny won the
pig at the country fair.
It was funny because
they didn’t know they
were entering a contest
and that they were going to win the pig.
By Genesis S.
Reunion
My favorite scene in the
movie Diary of a Wimpy
Kid – The Long Haul
was when Manny and
the pig united. Manny
ran towards the pig and
they hugged each other. It was so cute and
happy. I really loved
that scene. It was adorable. It showed Manny’s
emotions about how he
felt and lots of emotion
when the pig was running towards Manny.
By India T.
Road Trip
My favorite part of the
movie Diary of a Wimpy
Kid – The Long Haul is
when Greg crashed the
boat into the pool. It
was also funny when
the baby started to
speak Spanish.
There were a lot of
characters but the main

ones were Greg, Manny, Rodrick, and their
parents. The movie
took place on the road
and in hotels.
By Marissa S.
Boat Trip
My favorite scene in
the movie Diary of a
Wimpy Kid – The Long
Haul was when Greg
was helping to push the
car out of a hole, and
then Dad, Manny, Rodrick and Mom all
jumped into the car but
Greg couldn’t. So then
Greg jumped into the
boat and he drove it
into the Grandma’s
pool. It was funny when
the boat unlatched and
he flew into the pool. It
was cool and adventurous too.
I also liked the part
when Rodrick thought
Manny was eating his
brain. It was funny because Rodrick was
scared to death.
By Maya N.
Music Magic
In Jeff Kinney’s new
movie, Diary of a Wimpy
Kid – The Long Haul,
my favorite scene was
when Manny reunites
with the pig. It took
place at the Critter’s

Farm. The music was
boss. I also liked the
different angles where
they shot the scene.
The acting was great
too.
By Jonathan E.
Bacon Bond
In the movie Diary of a
Wimpy Kid – The Long
Haul my favorite scene
is when Manny and the
pig bond together. I
liked it because Manny
is super happy with the
pig. I love pigs and I like
when they bond. I also
liked it because Manny
made a friend and he is
super happy.
By Ava R.
Wimpy Kid
My favorite part about
the new movie is when
Greg gave the birds
chips and the seagulls
attacked Greg and his
family. It was so funny.
I also liked the scene
when Manny and the
pig ran to each other
because it was so adorable. It also was funny
when Greg flew into
MeeMaw’s pool in the
boat and in other scene
when Greg squirted
shampoo in the crazy
man’s eyes.
By Nevaeh C.
Dragon Tales
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Ms. Lee
By Kaethe O.

M

rs. Lee is a teacher at Leland Elementary School. She
knew she wanted to be
a teacher in her second
year of college after tu-

toring some kids at elementary schools. She
knew she’d like working
with kids because she
likes watching them
grow academically.

Even though she likes
teaching, there is something she doesn’t like—all
the paperwork.

Book Review: Tuck Everlasting
By Rita R.

T

he book Tuck Everlasting was written
by Natalie Babbitt and
published in 1975. It is
ranked number 16 on
the Top 100 Chapter
Book list.
I like this book because what happens in
the story is exciting. The
genre is a children’s fantasy novel, drama and

coming-of-age story. The
story is about ten year
old Winnie who discovers the Tuck family and
grows particularly fond
of Jessie and Miles. The
Tucks became immortal
after drinking from a
magical stream in Winnie’s wood.
The story takes place
in a small town called

Treegap. Winnie finds out
about the secret that the
Tucks have been keeping
for a very long time. For
Winnie, she is the only
one who knows.
In the story, there is a
man in a yellow suit who
is trying to find the Tucks’
secret.
Tuck Everlasting is a
great book.

Dragon Tales reporters at the STEW (Science, Technology, Engineering & Writing) Symposium for Kids
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Meet Our Reporters
Anthony L.
Anthony’s favorite sport
is football. Why does he
like football? Well, because it gives you exercise and because he
likes tackle people. His
favorite color is red. His
favorite teacher is Mrs.
Lee. His favorite football team is Green Bay
Packers. His favorite
movie is Daddy’s Home.
His favorite video game
is Call of Duty.
By Marcelo L.

Marcelo
Marcelo likes soccer
because it runs in his
family. His favorite color is green because it’s
awesome! His fourth
grade teacher is Mrs.
Delgado. Marcelo likes
iPad because it has lot
of storage space to get
lots of games, movies
and songs. His favorite
book is Mr. Lemoncello’s Library. His favorite
game is Undertale.
By Anthony L.

school are play video
game and eat. Anthony’s favorite movie is
Middle School.
By Mercy D.

Mercy
Mercy’s favorite music
is Ju Ju on the Beat.
Her favorite thing is her
phone, and she also
likes being a part of
PressFriends. Yah! She
is in fourth grade and
likes games. The worst
thing that happened to
her is when she
sprained her thumb.
She really cares of
what she wears too.
She likes fashion a lot.
By Anthony M.

Ava
Ava is a very interesting person. Her favorite book is Wild Horses.
Ava’s favorite city is
Paris. She was born in
California. Ava’s favorite teacher is Mrs. Delgado.
By Emma B.

Anthony M.

Emma

Anthony’s birthday is on
September 22, 2005.
Anthony’s favorite color
is red. Anthony’s favorite food is quesadilla
with meat. Anthony’s
favorite shoes are Adidas. Anthony’s favorite
things to do out of

Emma likes cats. Emma’s favorite restaurant is Taco Bell. Emma’s favorite class is
reading because she
likes books. Emma’s
favorite color is pink
because pink is in rainbow. Emma’s favorite

ice cream is Rainbow
Sherbet because it has
lots of flavor.
By Ava R.

Elisa
Elisa’s favorite color is
royal blue. Her favorite
sport is soccer. Her
favorite food is cheeseburger. Her favorite
Disney Princess is Elsa.
She likes Converse shoes.
Elisa’s favorite movie
is Moana, and her favorite book is Scary Stories. Her most favorite
video game is Sonic.
Her favorite subject
is art. Her favorite cereal is Frosted Flakes. Her
birthstone is Emerald,
and one of her favorite
jewels is Ruby.
One of her favorite
holidays is Valentine’s
Day because she loves
candy.
By Geraldine S.

Geraldine
Geraldine’s favorite
food is eggs. Her favorite Disney Princess is
Pocahontas. Her favorite sport is basketball.
Her favorite book is The
Chronicles of Narnia.
Her favorite subject is
reading. Her favorite
cereal is chocolate
Cheerios. Her birthstone is Aquamarine.
One of her favorite gem

is Emerald.
One of her favorite
movies is Willy Wonka
and The Cholate Factory. Her favorite song is
Black Magic.
One of her favorite
holidays is Valentine’s
Day, because of friendship. Her favorite color
is pink.
By Elisa F.

Faith
Faith’s favorite color is
Green, and Faith’s favorite food is spaghetti.
She said that she is
nine. She said her favorite movie is Storks.
Her favorite book is
GooseBumps.
By Julianna W.

Julianna
Julianna is nine years
old. Her birthdate is on
July 19, 2007. She
loves Pink. Her favorite
food is Pizza. Her favorite hobby is dance. Her
favorite book is Junie B.
Jones. She loves to
wear Converse. Her favorite fruit is peach.
By Faith

Genesis
Genesis is a fourth
grade student at Leland
Elementary school.
When she goes back
home, she loves to
watch YouTube. She
Dragon Tales
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Meet Our Reporters
loves to watch YouTube
because she watches
Gaming Theorist. She
also loves to watch
YouTube with her brother and her dog. She
loves to watch YouTube
because she can
search for videos and
she can get entertained
by cool videos.
By Natalie O.

dresses. She wants her
hairstyle to be in a side
ponytail.
India has seventytwo friends. Her favorite
amusement park is at
the LA County Fair. Her
all-time favorite Halloween costume is Rainbow Hash.
By Victoria W.

Victoria
Natalie
Natalie is a fourth grader at Leland Elementary.
After school, Natalie
loves to play tag. She
started playing tag at
five years old. She enjoys playing tag because she gets exercise
while running! She also
enjoys playing tag because she can chase
people. If you get
chased, then you know
you will run faster. Natalie enjoys playing tag
with Jada, Makala, Neveah, and Genesis. She
also enjoys play tag in
the playground.
By Genesis S.

India
India is a cool person!
The reason why India
wants to be in PressFriends is because she
loves to write and read.
India likes to eat salad. She likes to wear

Spring 2017

Victoria wants to be a
singer when she grows
up and she wants to
live in Redland. She
wants to go to UCLA for
college and if her singing career does not
work out, she wants to
be a dancer.
Victoria will come
back to visit her friends
if she lives somewhere
else.
By India T.

Kylee
Kylee’s age is eleven
years old. She likes The
Little Mermaid because
she likes mermaids.
The one thing that
Kylee hates about
school is walking up
early because it makes
her tired.
Kylee’s favorite subject in school is math.
Her favorite subject
outside of school is art
along with swimming.
By Mikylla A.

Myklla
Mikylla is twelve years
old. She likes getting to
see her friends at
school. Her favorite
subject in school is P.E.
Her favorite teacher is
Mrs. Lopez, her third
grade teacher.
Mikylla’s favorite
movie is Minions.
Along with her favorite
movie, her favorite
hobby is basketball.
She is from the Philippines.
By Kylee L.

Lauren
Lauren got interested
in being a member of
PressFriends because
she loves writing and
wants to become a
better writer. Lauren is
a great ten year old
writer. Does Lauren
like writing or reading
the most? Lauren replied she likes them
both equally.
Guess what I got!
Lauren’s favorite color!
Her favorite color is
aqua blue.
By Sindel-Dior C.

Sindel
Sindel is a ten year old
that LOVES to write
and has been writing
since she was four
years old. She says
she is a seven on a

scale of ten if she can
write without stopping.
Her favorite food is
hamburger with just the
patty and buns. She
loves the color aqua
green and her favorite
thing to do is play outside with her friends.
By Lauren C.

Marissa
Marissa’s favorite ice
cream is Cookies and
Cream. Her favorite
shoes brand is Converse. Her favorite state
is California because
she was born here, but
she wants to travel to
Florida because she
heard it is nice there.
Her favorite car brand
is BMW. She likes
BMW’s because they
are nice inside.
By Rita R.

Rita
Rita said her favorite
pets are hamsters and
dogs. She said she
came to PressFriends
because she wanted to
know what it would bel
like to write for a newspaper.
Rita said her favorite
subject is math because she likes knowing things about math
and learning new things
about math.
By Marissa M.
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What’s your favorite activity?
Reading

Baseball

Recess

My favorite activity is to
read. I have been doing
this since I was a baby,
and it takes place everywhere (almost). Reading
is my favorite activity because I like to get away
from the world. The world
isn’t always nice but stories are beautiful. I can
feel the characters’ feelings. People don’t all feel
the same but I go into the
characters’ shoes. I can
relate to the character.
When the character is
running, I know what they
are feeling.
Geraldine S.

My favorite activity is
playing baseball. I have
been playing baseball
since I was six years old.
Baseball takes place in
a baseball field.
Marcelo

My favorite activity is recess. have been doing it
since preschool. It takes
place on the yard. It is my
favorite activity because I
like playing. It is fun. I love
doing it because I am an
expert.
Faith B.

Math
I like to do math. It teaches you new things. Math
is very interesting. Math
is addictive. Math can
get you far.
Rita

Reading
My favorite activity is
reading. I have been
reading ever since I
learned to read (probably
when I was four). I read
most places like school,
home, in a car, etc.
Reading can bring you
awesome adventures. It
gives you long entertainment. It also gives you
eagerness to learn and
an education.
Lauren C.

Running
My favorite activity is
running. I have been
running at school since
first grade.
I like running is because I can lose weight.
I like it because I can
exercise for my body.
Last is that I can be in
the Olympics. That is
why I love running and it
is a fun activity.
Natalie

Singing
My favorite activity is
singing. I have been
singing for seven years.
It is my favorite activity
because I am good at it
and I barely mess up. It
lets my creativity out
and it makes me happy.
Singing is very entertaining. Anyone can be
good at it. Singing can
be for everyone. We all
have voices, beautiful
ones too. You can go to
high notes and low
notes. You can go to
singing classes! Most of
all, have fun!
Sindel-Dior C.

Reading
My favorite activity is reading because sometimes
the book takes you to a
different places like Candyland or the beach.
I love to read because it
makes me smarter and it
also teaches me things. It
takes me to another place
like Candyland or a castle.
It also makes me happy
just sitting down and reading a book.
Makala U.

Football and Kickball
My favorite sport is football
because you can throw the
ball. I also like kickball,
because you can kick the
ball. I have been playing
kickball for three years at
school.
Anthony

Art
My favorite activity is art. I
have been doing it for eight
years. It takes me to places I never imagined. It
shows my feelings and it

feels like a journey. I can
see my imagination. Art
shows my colors and feelings.
India T.

Writing
My favorite activity is writing. I have been writing
for a long time. Writing
can take place anywhere.
Writing is my favorite
activity because it lets me
express my feelings.
When I’m sad I write.
When I’m happy I write. It
lets me burst open my
imagination. I get to make
up new characters. I get
to make them mean, nice
or cool.
Maya N.

Skateboarding
My favorite activity is
skateboarding. I have
been skateboarding for
nine years. I skateboard
on stairs, in pools with no
water, and on rails.
Jonathan E.

Sports
Playing sports is fun because you can play all
different kinds of sports.
One sport you can play is
soccer. Soccer is super
fun. You can play and
score goals. You are a
part of a team and your
teammates are really supportive.
Nevaeh C.
Dragon Tales
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PressFriends Foreign Correspondent

Irish Dancing is not for Leprechauns
By Evelina M., Northern Ireland
Irish dancing isn't all
big wigs and fake tan.
Here in Ireland, it's as
common as football or
swimming. If you
speak to anyone, they
will all tell you that
they had to Irish dance
at some point in their
life, willingly or not.
Most of us are thrown
into lessons as soon
as we can walk, but
only a few of us actually stay with the sport
into our teenage years.
We become addicted
to the long practice
hours and even longer
competitions.
There are two main
styles in Irish dancing.
The light dances that
we do in our pumps,
which are similar to
ballet shoes. These
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dances are light and
fairylike with lots of
high kicks and even
higher jumps. We also
have our heavy dances, where we have
another pair of special
shoes, made of leather
with hard taps, like tap
shoes. This is my favorite because we get
to make a lot of noise
and I like to take my

anger out on the
floor.
So, after you
know all your dances, you compete at
feises, which in
Irish translates to
competition. You
dance two dances on
stage against up to
50 people in your age
category, or even 200
at major competitions
like the World Championships. This is
where all the glitz and
glamour comes in. It's
a bit like performing
on stage in a play or
musical, you want to
stand out on, which is
why our dresses have
so many sequins and
diamonds so they
sparkle and shine on
stage. We also have
to wear stage
makeup so that we
don't look washed out
like a ghost, and it
doesn't help that we
are already pretty
pale in the first place!
I can't sing or dance
or play the violin, but I
love performing on
stage because when
you're up there it

feels like you're just
inches from flying.
My favorite bit isn't
the competing. It's the
friendships that you
form. Don't get me
wrong though, we
come home from every class with sore legs
and blisters on our
feet and most of the
time we don't get the
competition results we
want, but I Irish dance
because I have grown

to love both the pain
and the beauty of it.
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Lawyers
By Rita R.

T

here are many types
of lawyers. Lawyers
are people who have
spent many years studying law.
We need lawyers because laws are sometimes complicated and
hard to understand.
If you were ever the
victim of a crime you
might go to court to explain to a Judge what

happened.
Lawyers stay in school
for a long time. After
high school, they enroll
in college, usually for
four years, and then in a
law school for another
three years.
Once a lawyer has
graduated from law
school, they must pass a
difficult test called the
Bar Exam.

Because it takes such
a long time and so much
training to become a lawyer, a person must be
really dedicated to the
field.
Lawyers are usually
paid very well, earning
an average of $125,000
in 2008. Maybe one day
you will be a lawyer. Becoming a lawyer could be
in your interest!

Ruff! A New Veterinarian
By Genesis S.

A

veterinarian is a
doctor who helps
animals. I want to be
one when I grow up because I love animals!
Also, I want to be one
because they help a lot
of animals.

According to the U.S.
Bureau of Labor Statistics, in 2015, veterinarians earned a median
salary of $88,490.
78,000 people were veterinarians in 2014, the
Bureau reported.

You need to get a
master’s degree to be a
veterinarian. You need to
learn how to do surgery
and to make sure you
give the right medicine.
That is why I want to a
veterinarian.

Fashion Designer
By India T.

W

hen I grow up, I
want to get paid
and live my life healthy
and make fashion for
the people who need it.
To do that you have to

go to design school and
you have to take classes with a teacher. You
have to have electricity
so you can search
dresses and shirts and

shorts on the Internet.
You can get a sketch
pad and pencil to draw
your best designs. Follow your heart and it will
lead you to your dreams.
Dragon Tales
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YouTuber
By Anthony M.

I

want to be a YouTuber
when I grow up. Being a
YouTuber is a great job
because you get to
choose the category you
want to film.
The life of a YouTuber
is hard but it is worth it. It
is worth it because you

get a lot of fame and
fans. It is hard because
you have to edit and do
things to make your video better.
A YouTuber frequently becomes an entertainer. The reason I
want to be a YouTuber

is because it provides
fun, fans and fame.
With the fame I will get
money to help my family.
I hope I have inspired
you to do what you want
to do. This is why I want
to be a YouTuber.

How to Make and Save Money
By Anthony L.

I

f you want money,
there are some things
you can do (with your
parents’ permission)
like selling your old toys,
books, clothes, or shoes
in a yard sale. You can
also sell old jewelry and
electronics.
A way to help your
mom and dad save is to
get coupons from newspapers, mailers, or the
store or to look for sales

or deals.
You can also save
money by putting it in
the bank. If you get a
check for a birthday
gift, you can save your
money in a bank account rather than
spend it.
When you get older,
you can get a job to get
money. Even right now,
there are things you
can do to make money

if your parents agree.
For example, you could
collect change and
exchange it for dollar
bills. You might offer to
help neighbors water
their plants or mow
their lawns. Or you
could walk dogs in your
neighborhood or do
babysitting.
Those are some
ways that you can try
to earn money.

ble in wide varieties of
colors, shapes and
sizes. Sequins are
used on accessories
like clothing, jewelry,
bags and also shoes!
Sequins can also
be called spangles,
and diamantes.

Did you know that in
costumes sequins may
be stitched to fabric so
that they do not move?
Sequins can also be
sewn on costumes so
that they dangle and
move easily and catch
more light.

Sequins
By Mercy D.

S

equins have been
around since
2500 BC. Sequins are
round-shaped disk
beads. Originally they
were made from metals, but they are made
from plastic today.
They are now availaSpring 2017
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Cats are Awesome!
By Emma B.

D

id you know that
cats sleep twothirds of the day? Yes,
and that is only one of
the reasons why cats are
awesome. Another
reason is that cats can
jump really high. They
can jump up to five times
their own height in just
one leap! When they can
jump that high, they are
more fun to play with.

Another incredible
fact is that they have lots
of fur. They have
approximately 130,000
hairs for each square
inch! Everyone knows
what that means—hair,
hair everywhere! But, all
that fur makes it so
much fun to cuddle
them.
Another great thing
about cats is that they

can understand you.
Cats know when you are
happy, sad or when you
miss someone.
The last and most
amazing reason that
cats are the best is that
cats have internal GPS
systems and can find
their way home. So,
cats never get lost. All
of these reasons make
cats awesome.

People should be Aware of Sharks
By Natalie O.
In order to keep away
from sharks, people
should be swimming
where lifeguard or surf
lifesavers could be.
They keep an eye on you
and they can tell when
you need help.
Another way to avoid
shark attacks is not to

wear clothing with
accessories, rings or
other shiny items. Also,
don’t wear shiny
swimwear.
A way to avoid being
attacked is to wear tan,
and darker colors.
Another way is not to go
near an ocean where

sharks attack people.
You can also steer away
from dolphins and
seabirds because they
may attract sharks.
A last tip to avoid
attacks and other problems is to bring a parent
or friend to go surfing or
kayaking.

Wolves
By Mikylla A.
Wolves are the largest
members of the dog
family. They are common in the Northern
Hemisphere. Unlike
their family (dogs),
wolves are not domesti-

cated which means they
do not live with people.
Wolves are usually
shy and cautious. They
are social animals that
live in packs of eight to
twelve.

Common types of
wolves are grey and timber wolves. Adult grey
wolves are 120 to 200
centimeters. The red
wolf is smaller than grey
wolves.
Dragon Tales

19

What’s that Pink Wiggler?
By Kaethe O.
What do you think when
you hear the word
“worm”? You would
probably think “Eww
gross!”
Did you know that
worms don’t have lungs
but breathe through
their slimy skin? So
cool!
Are you ready to hear
something else amazing
about our little pink wiggly friends? Did you
ever wonder how small
their eggs are? Well –
get this – their eggs are
as small as one grain of

rice! That seems impossible.
Do you ever wish that
you can tell what you
like and what you don’t
like—without seeing?
Well, worms can! They
don’t like the sun and
they can’t even see, but
they still know when
they’re in the sun.
There is a sad part
about worms too. If a
worm’s skin is not
slimed, it can cause the
worm to dry up and die.
If they don’t come out
when it rains, they can’t

get moist. If they can’t
get oxygen they can die
as well.
Now let’s get on with
better news about
worms. Worms have tiny
hairs called setae. Did
you also know that
worms have only one big
mouth to eat nothing
else? Try doing that with
your eyes closed. (Don’t
make a mess.)
So now you learned
lots of cool and sad
things about worms.
The next time it rains,
think of worms.

Tigers are carnivorous (meat-eating) animals that eat a wide
range of animals, depending on the habit of
the tigers and the availability of food. Often this
means that tigers feed
on deer, buffalo or even
snakes.

Tigers live in a broad
range of habitats from
Siberian forests to open
grasslands and tropical
swamps. And the last
thing is that tigers have
their own territories.
They are solitary animals
but they interact during
the mating .

made from thick long
fur. Only male lions
have manes. Their manes can be light brown

to almost black. Most
lions live in Africa.

Tigers
By Nevaeh C.
Tigers are the biggest
species of the cat family.
Tiger cubs leave their
moms when they are
around two years old.
Tigers hunt alone at
night because they can
hunt better when they
spread out than when
they stay in groups.

Lions
By Victoria W.

H

ere are some facts
about lions. According to the Wild Cat Sanctuary, lions’ manes are
Spring 2017
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Leopards
By Lauren C.

L

eopards are big cats
known for their golden bodies. They have
graceful, yet ferocious
hunting techniques.
Leopards are often
thought as African animals, but they live all
over the world.
Leopards are very
dangerous to be around.
However, they prevent
overpopulation towards
one animal.

Leopards eat animals
with small hoofs such as
gazelle, impala, deer,
and wildebeest. On occasion, they may hunt
monkeys, rodents, and
birds. They often bring
their prey up into the
branches of a tree to eat
it and protect it from
other predators and
scavengers.
Leopards are larger
than a house cat, but

they are the smallest
member of the large cat
category. They grow between 3 to 6.2 feet long.
Leopards are very
agile. They can run at
over 36 miles per hour.
They can leap over 20
feet in the air, and they
can jump up to 10 feet!
Leopards are dangerous, a bit terrifying and
pretty huge, but they are
vital to our planet.

All About Horses
By Ava R.

D

id you know that
horses can live up
to 25 years?
Horses can run up to
11.81mph and even 30
miles per hour.
Riding horses is so
much fun! There is
nothing better than the
wind in your face as you

and your horse move as
one!
Horses trainers, also
called equine trainers,
work with horses to prepare them for riders,
races, trail work or horse
shows. They help teach
horses to adapt to wearing saddles and bridles.

For a person to qualify for the position of
horse trainer, they need
to have experience
working with and riding
horses. Many horse
trainers become business people who eventually have their own
training business.

Do Dragons Really Exist?
By Maya N.

D

id you know that a
baby Pogona Vitticeps can eat up to five
pounds of baby mice,
crickets, and roaches?
Do you know what a
Pogona Vitticeps is? It

is the one and only
bearded dragon! And
no, Bearded Dragons
are not actually dragons just because it has
“dragon” in its name.
Bearded Dragons

are lizards. This means
they are cold blooded.
When something is cold
blooded, it has to be in a
warm environment. If it
gets very cold, it can
Continued on page 28/...
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The New President
By Marcelo L.

W

e all know our new
president is
Donald Trump. What do
we think about him?
Some people think that
he is a good person, and
some people think that
he is bad. Here is some
information about him.

Donald Trump is 70
years old. This makes
him the oldest president
to ever be elected! He is
an American businessman, television personality, politician, and now
the 45th President of the
United States of America.

Donald. Trump was
born in Queens, New York.
He is planning to build a
wall in the border between
California and Mexico. So
far he has not started on
the wall.
Who knows what he is
going to do next?

George Washington
By Rita R.

G

eorge Washington
was the first U.S.
president. He became
president in 1789. He
was the only president
who did not get to live
in the White House.
George Washington
was a good leader because he never gave

up and he never settled
for less. He strived to do
his job and do the best
he could for his country.
George Washington
was a leader in the
Revolutionary War,
which he won by having
confidence in his troops
and inspiring and

encouraging them. He
served as President
from 1789 to 1797.
There is a myth that he
was offered the position as King of America
but turned it down.
However, many historians cannot find facts
to back up the story.

Nurses in War
By Mercy D.

D

uring war, military
nurses may give
care on the front, on
line, or in the field. In
quiet peacetime. military
nurses work in different
varieties of settings.
They may work giving
ambulatory or outpatient
care to a child and also
Spring 2017

giving adults the help
that they need. Military
nurses can give care in
the Army, Navy, Air
Force, or in the Marines.
To become a military
nurse, you must first finish a nursing degree.
Then you can select to
specialize in different

nursing fields, such as
mental health or emergency nursing.
With your nursing
education complete, you
have options to enroll in
a ROTC program or directly apply via form application to work as a
military nurse.
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The New Pianist
By Geraldine S.

T

he piano is a
stringed, musical
instrument first made in
about 1700. The word
piano comes from Italian
roots, from the word pianoforte. Piano and
forte mean soft and loud
in Italian. The acoustic
(or stringed) piano is
played by using the white

and black keys on it.
These keys connect to
strings with hammers.
When you push a key,
the little hammer hits
the string. If you play
the key lightly it will
make a soft sound, but
if you press it hard it will
make a loud sound. On
the bottom of the piano

there are pedals. The
pedals make the sound
of the keys last longer. I
love the piano. When I
grow up I want to be a
pianist because not only
do I think pianos are
cool but because when I
feel frustrated or angry I
play the piano and it
sooths me.

grown much more popular. Now that it is on
television, 72 million
people watch basketball. A few famous
basketball players are:
Michael Jordan, Magic

Johnson and Lebron
James. In my opinion
they are the top three
players of all time. I
hope I can be like all of
them one day.

ator and take care of his
family. In the early
1960s, the Jackson children began performing
together. At first it was
just Michael’s older
brothers, Tito, Jermaine
and Jackie. Michael began singing with his siblings when he was five
years old. He had such a

broad range and impressive voice that soon he
was the lead singer in the
family group.
Later he became a
solo performer and
became known around
the world as the “King of
Pop.” His impact on
modern music is undeniable.

Basketball
By Anthony M.

B

asketball was invented in 1891 at
what is now Springfield
College. Its creator is a
man by the name
James Naismith. Since
then basketball has

Michael Jackson
By Victoria W.

M

ichael Joseph
Jackson was born
on August 29, 1958 in
Gary, Indiana.
He had a large family.
His mother, Katherine
Jackson, was very religious and a homemaker.
His father, Joseph Jackson, gave up being a musician to be a crane oper-
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Exploring the Exotic Galapagos!
By Kylee L.

T

he Galapagos Islands are a small
group of islands called
an archipelago in the
eastern Pacific Ocean.
They are part of the

country of Ecuador.
The islands are remote and isolated because they are almost
620 miles west of the
South American mainland.

The islands are beautiful and have interesting
plants and animals.
They are a popular place
to visit for natural scientists as well as tourists.

Photosynthesis isn’t as Complicated as you Think
By Geraldine S.

P

hotosynthesis is
normally used by
plants. It is when
plants, such as trees,
absorb sunlight, carbon
dioxide, and water, and
then release oxygen.
The carbon dioxide from
the air passes through
small holes in the

Bearded Dragons
Continued from page 20

freeze to death. Don't
worry, you're not cold
blooded! Bearded Dragons originally came from
Australia Desert and
were brought to America
over 1,000 years ago.
They also were around
at dinosaur times, imagine that! Sadly, Bearded
Dragons can only live
from 10-15 years.
Bearded Dragons
spend most of their time
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leaves. These holes are
called stomata. The
water is absorbed
through the plant’s
roots. Then it goes up
into the stem and on its
way to the leaves. The
sunlight is absorbed by
a green chemical in the
leaves.

The word photosynthesis can be broken
apart into two words.
“Photo” which means
light and “synthesis”
which means putting
things together. So basically photosynthesis
means putting together
light.

basking on rocks,
climbing in trees or cactus, or resting in bushes. They are usually
seen in hot deserts and
hot islands. If a Bearded Dragon is too hot, he
simply sits at the top of
his terrarium or rock
and stays there with his
mouth hanging open. If
it is too hot, you can
see if it buries itself
underground. If it feels
cold, you need to warm
him up. Bearded Dragons’ tails still come off

even though they're lizards with beards.
When the Bearded
Dragon waves its arm, it
stands on 3 legs with
one arm in the air making half arm circles. This
behavior means that the
Bearded Dragon is challenging you to a fight.
Another Bearded
Dragon behavior is licking things. Bearded
Dragons do this because they want to get
to know everything
around them.
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Note from PressFriends

W
Do the WRITE Thing

e are thrilled to be
running PressFriends at Leland Street
Elementary. The program
would not be possible without the support of your
principal, Lora Caudill, or
fourth grade teachers Judy
Lee, Anna Delgado, and
Kathleen Rodriguez, who

volunteer their time to help
oversee the program.
This year, we went to
USC for PressFriends and
USC’s STEW (Science,
Technology, Engineering
and Writing) Symposium
for Kids and to Fox Studios
to see a pre-release
screening of The Diary of a

Wimpy Kid—The Long Haul.
We would also like to
thank your Program Lead
Mentor Alec and his mom,
Lisa Berry, and all of our
mentors
We hope you all have a
wonderful summer and
find some time for writing!
PressFriends

Thank you to Fourth Grade teachers
JUDY LEE, ANNA DELGADO & KATHLEEN RODRIGUEZ
for serving as Faculty Advisors
DRAGON TALES and PRESSFRIENDS would like to thank
BANK OF THE WEST
L.A. COUNTY SUPERVISOR JANICE HAHN,
and the L.A. COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS for their support
and
Senior Associate Dean Kelly Goulis, Associate Dean Binh Tran,
USC Viterbi School of Engineering Graduate and Professional Programs,
USC student PhD and undergrad speakers, and the PressFriends at USC Club,
for co-sponsoring the STEW Symposium for Kids
and
Sara Hull, Hadley Kirkpatrick, Ryan Chingcuangco, and Twentieth Century Fox
for hosting the screening of Diary of a Wimpy Kid– The Long Haul
and Antonio Venegas and the Hometown Buffet
Dragon Tales

