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STEW Symposium for Kids
By Angel G., Lomita STEAM Magnet

D

id you know that there are symposiums for
kids? Many schools recently attended was
the STEW Symposium for Kids. STEW stands for
“science, technology, engineering and writing.”
This event occurred on February 4, 2017 and
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took place at USC University Park Campus, USC
Viterbi School of Engineering.
The people who put on this event were the
USC Viterbi School of Engineering Graduate and
Professional programs, PressFriends at USC
club, and PressFriends Inc. The number of people from Lomita Magnet that attended was twenty-four students and Ms. Breland. A total of
eleven schools attended the Symposium and
ninety student volunteers. Altogether, four hundred people attended the event.
Twelve speakers presented at the symposium. Lomita Magnet’s classroom had four speakers in it. The speakers were Christoph Efstathiou, Clayton Bingham, Laura Faye Tenenbaum,
and Yohanna Hanna.
In conclusion, many students, parents, volunteers, and teachers thought that this was a fun
symposium.

A Day at the STEW Symposium for Kids at USC
By Omar P., Norwood Elementary

O

n February 4, 2017, there was an event at
USC called the STEW Symposium for
Kids. There were speakers who learned very
interesting topics and explained it for the students. The speakers talked about things such as
toilet to tap, rocks getting stressed, making
airplanes more modified, and gray whales and
how to identify them using technology.
After the speakers explained their topics,
all the students headed out and got to enjoy a
variety of Subway sandwiches. While the stuContinued on page 53
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Foshay at the STEW Symposium

L

Laura Faye Tenenbaum

PressFriends Photo

aura Faye Tenenbaum is
an innovator in science
communication and a member of the Earth Science
Communications team at
NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory where she is responsible for creating content for the climate website,
Global Climate Change and
for the Vital Signs of the
Planet and the Earth Right
Now blogs.
Laura creates products
and programs for students,

teachers, and professionals
to make climate and environmental science interesting. Her team won five
Webby awards for the best
Science website and the
best Green website. She has
also been on the faculty of
Glendale Community College for the last 13 years.
Laura’s goal is to bring
science, multimedia, and
education together so that a
new generation that will be
ready to take on the huge

Foshay Learning Center

environmental challenges we
face.
Christoph Efstathiou
showed us awesome information. We talked about
some how you can use a
phone to measure. He
taught me a lot.
Bing Jiang taught us
about robots. Bing showed
us her robot that she made
out of pieces that came in a
box.
By Sky B.
Foshay Learning Center

PressFriends Photo

Field Trip to USC

W

USC photo by
Michael Owen Baker

hen the Foshay Flash
got to USC there
was a long line; then we got
into a big classroom almost
like an auditorium. In the
auditorium, PressFriends and
USC Viterbi School of Engineering welcomed everyone.
Afterwards, we finally
went into a classroom and
people came in and talked to
us about all different kinds of
things.
First a lady came in to

talk to us. Her name was
Bing Jiang. She talked about
robotics and how we are all
the future’s scientists and
engineers. She gave us some
information about Rolling
Robots.
Then we heard from a
man named Christopher
who talked about cell
phones. He said that they
are very powerful machines
and we are not using them
to their full abilities. That's

why cell phone are so expensive .
After that, Sivaramkrishnan taught us
about the Internet. It has so
many wires, it's crazy, There
are over a million people
who use the Internet.
Next was Clayton, who
talked about repairing people’s body parts and brain
failure through technology.
By LaBella Rose S.
Foshay Learning Center
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Kids’ Thoughts of USC

A

t USC, you can create
many inventions. People
are getting helped by modern technology more and
more each passing day.
One way that technology
is helping people today is to
study the Earth’s temperature
change. Because of our most
recent technology, we are
able to better understand
global warming and the impact it has on our planet.

Another way that modern technology improves and
makes our lives more efficient is by transportation.
Scientists and engineers are
currently and continuously
modifying the models of our
airplanes.
We heard from Yohanna
Hanna, a PhD student, about
airplane design. There are
different types of pressures
that are applied to the air-

Hoover Street Elementary

planes. Lift pulls the airplane
upwards, while its weight
pulls it downwards. To make
the airplane go forward
there is thrust. But, as a
result, there is drag.
By going to USC, you
could be inspired to create
an amazing invention yourself.
By Daniel P.
Hoover St. Elementary
PressFriends Photo

PressFriends Photo

Exploring USC

O

ne fact about USC is
that they do science in
robot engineering. Another
fact about USC is that the
students study a lot. Some of
the subjects they study include planes and earth sciences.
At USC, students can
play sports, and the campus
is kept really clean.
USC students seem happy. There is a lot of technology at the school. USC offers
students opportunities to
learn about science and math.
Students want to go to
colleges. They enjoy going to

college because they will get
a degree, and later get a job.
They learn about many
things.
USC is a good school because you can get a better
job with a degree. The college students volunteering at
the STEW symposium liked
making the kids smile and
happy.
By Manuel R.
Hoover St. Elementary

T

he tour was near the
end of this trip. All the
landmarks on campus were
amazing. We all never knew

that USC has a movie theatre. In the center of campus,
there is a big fountain. USC
also had a huge library. That
library is wider than the
building I live in.
Do you know that USC
has an animation studio?
Well USC does have an
animation studio. Isn’t USC
amazing?
USC even has a store
for students to buy things if
they forget them at home.
When I’m older, I would like
to go to USC for college.
By Arianna R.
Hoover St. Elementary

PressFriends Photo
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Kids’ Experience at USC

I

PressFriends Photo

n my opinion, all the kids
that attended the STEW
Symposium for Kids were
interested in coming to the
USC campus because when
they grow up, they might
have a chance to go to college at USC.
Kids at the Symposium
seemed excited because they
were jumping up and down,
stomping their feet, and smiling.
I interviewed some of
the kids who attended the

Symposium, and they
thought that USC was a
terrific school.
Students said that one of
their favorite speakers was
Laura Tenenbaum from
NASA. She talked about
climate change around the
earth. She said that there
were satellites in space that
show how the weather
changes.
Ms. Tenenbaum said that
she works for NASA’s Jet
Propulsion Laboratory. She

always gets to go places like
Iceland to see the big lakes
that used to have ice and
now look almost like gigantic oceans.
Another thing we did
was take a tour of USC. It is
a beautiful campus, with
beautiful buildings. The best
part was seeing the soccer
field. Maybe someday USC
will be in my future.
Juan C.
Hoover St. Elementary

The Experience of USC

T

he experience of USC
at the STEW (Science,
Technology, Engineering,
and Writing) Symposium
for Kids was terrific. It was
terrific because we had a
tour of the USC campus.
Also it was terrific because
the reporters helped
learned about careers in
science and engineering.

The speakers also talked
about what they did in their
lifetimes.
One of our favorite
speakers was Laura Tannenbaum from NASA. Her main
topic was global warming.
When it was lunch, they
served good food.
We also had a tour of
campus. The USC campus is

very big. Another topic is
that they have their own
sporting fields on campus.
Another fact is that they
have three fountains.
The experience at USC
was terrific.
Nathaniel B.
Hoover St. Elementary

Some Topics to Learn About at USC

A

PressFriends Photo

t the STEW (Science,
Technology, Engineering and Writing) Symposium
for Kids, there were a lot of
different topics that we
learned about.
We learned about how
the brain works, small and
big airplanes, Earth and
Space, bacteria and antibiotics.
Clayton Bingham told us
about how neurons work.
Another speaker, Laura
Tenenbaum, told us about
her job at NASA. She stud-

ies Earth and Space, and she
looks at global warming.
The next speaker, Yohanna Hanna, said that he
studies small and big airplanes. He said the lift, pulls
you up, the drag pulls you
down and that’s how engineers learn how birds fly
and then make a model, and
if it works then they make
the real one.
The last speaker that we
heard from was Nina Singh.
She talked about what bacteria and antibiotics are. The

antibiotics live in groups.
Scientists are trying to
make medicines that can
kill germs and that bacteria
is not resistant to. She also
said that sometimes farmers give animals antibiotics
to make them bigger. She
also said that there are
some bacteria you can die
from.
So, those are some of
the topics you can learn
about at USC.
Gladis O.
Hoover St. Elementary
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Having Fun at STEW at USC

O

n Saturday, February
4, 2017, students
went on a field trip to USC
for STEW. They had 4
speakers that attend USC.
Many Richstone students
enjoyed Emily Waggoner
with her amazing whale research and Lauren Crawford
with her great water idea.
Lauren really surprised a lot

of students with an amazing
idea to turn “Toilet to Tap.”
Students say she talked about
how toilet water can become 100% drinkable water.
Emily Waggoner talked
about researching gray
whales. Students said she
goes to Depot Bay with her
friend Carrie Newell
(Marine Biologist) and en-

joys researching tracking
whales and how they live.
Emily also mentioned interesting facts about the gray
whales. Overall all students
claimed that they had a fun
time with the speakers,
eating lunch and taking a
tour around USC.
Kayla R.
Richstone Family Center

Richstone Takes USC

USC—Super Cool

Richstone at USC

O

O

K

n February 4, 2017,
middle schoolers and
elementary schoolers became
university students. A group
of kids from Richstone took a
trip to USC. They listened to
visiting speakers. For example, Emily Waggoner talked to
them about whales -- big but
gentle animals. After a few
more speakers came lunch.
Lunch was outside next
to a beautiful fountain. Students ate Subway and had
two speakers at lunch. Unfortunately, the day of the new
University students came to
an end.
Aby O.
Richstone Family Center

verall, my experience
at the University of
Southern California was
ULTRA, SUPER, COOL. My
favorite things were the
water fountains, the football
trophies, and the architecture.
I loved the water fountains because they had bubbles and sparkled because of
the sun. I loved the football
trophies because they were
golden and I enjoy football.
Last but not least, there was
a talking robot at lunch.
I hope I will come back
and do another article soon.
Angel S.
Richstone Family Center

PressFriends Photo

ids from Richstone
went to USC for the
STEW Symposium for Kids.
Student speakers talked
about gray whales, rocks,
cleaning water, engineering,
and computers.
The kids from Richstone
took a tour around USC
and enjoyed the tour and
trees on campus. Then students ate lunch and during
lunch there were two more
speakers—one from NASA
JPL and one from Rolling
Robots.
The Richstone kids
loved the field trip to USC.
Stacy R.
Richstone Family Center

PressFriends Photo

Richstone Family Center
PressFriends Photo
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Richstone’s Experience at USC

I

ncredible! Do you know
USC? It’s amazing! The students of Richstone Family Center came to USC. They came
to listen to speakers and participate in writers workshops.
They will also write an article
that will be printed in a newspaper based on a series of
speakers. They came February
4, 2017, and they learned

more about USC and how to
get better at writing. They
were assigned a bus by PressFriends. They also had a tour
of the school. They all enjoyed
it. It was so wonderful. These
kids loved the gray whales
research.
Emily Waggoner talked to
the students about gray
whales. Lauren Crawford did

research on water. Kien
Nguyen did research on
technology and Magdalena
Ante wrote about Mechanics of Deep Water Hydraulic Fracturing. All these
speakers were very good.
USC is a very great school
many students enjoy.
Martha S..
Richstone Family Center

PressFriends Photo

University of the Trojans

T

he University of Southern California is one of
the best schools. One thing
that PressFriends help me
learn is that the school has
good food like Subway. Another thing that the university
has is that is has a cupcake
ATM. Those are some of the
things in USC.
One speaker at the
STEW (Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Writing)
Symposium for Kids was
Laura Tenenbaum. Laura
works for NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory. Laura talked

to us about how NASA uses
robots.
Laura said that “Determination and persistence
will get you what you want.”
One thing I learned
from Laura at PressFriends
is that robots are used to go
into outer space because
they are much cheaper to
use than humans going into
space and there is less risk
to humans. You can learn
more at Laura’s website, and
it is climate.nasa.gov.
One of the most interesting speakers was Clayton

Bingham, and he talked
about peoples’ brains. He
is studying how computer
chips can be used to help
damaged brains. What he
does is put chips inside the
brain.
Another thing I learned
at the PressFriends symposium from Clayton Bingham
is that the hippocampus in
your brain helps you to
remember things.
PressFriends helps you
learn something new here.
Kyla D.
Lomita STEAM Magnet

Lomita STEAM Magnet School
PressFriends Photo
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My Dream School

I

n my opinion, USC is the
best school. It is big,
roomy, and friendly. When I
grow up, I want to go to
USC. The lunch was great
and so were the presentations. I liked the presenta-

tion on whales. USC has a
lot of fun activities to do and
lots of books to read and
study about. When I come
here, I want to take dancing,
drawing, math, and marine
biology. The libraries there

are big and beautiful to see.
There are also dorms that
you share with roommates.
There is also a big soccer
and football field.
Sierra S.
Wilmington Boys & Girls Club

First Visit to USC

M

y visit to USC was
amazing. The campus
was beautiful and the people
were nice. The main reason
I liked the visit was because
of the campus. The campus
was very pretty and big. It

Photo by Michael Owen Baker

had a lot of fountains and a
lot of squirrels. Another
reason I liked the visit was
because of the people. They
were very nice and helpful. I
met a lot of helpful people
who showed us the campus

and the library. I was also
surprised they had an actual
robot when we were eating
lunch. A woman showed us
how to make the robots.
Samantha G.
Wilmington Boys & Girls Club

More Thoughts on the Trip to USC

O

ne of the things I liked
about the USC campus
was the buildings because of
their designs. Another part I
liked was the scenery because there was a statue of
Tommy Trojan. I also liked
the trees, flowers, and fountains.
David G.
Wilmington Boys & Girls Club

U

SC was awesome because I learned about a
lot of cool things. The gardens there were pretty.
Inside, I learned about gray
whales and the awesome
ways they live. I also learned
about water and that California is in a drought.
Frances G.
Wilmington Boys & Girls Club

S

tudents from the Wilmington Boys & Girls
Club went on a tour of USC
after the STEW Symposium
for Kids.
We walked around the
campus and saw many
things, including a cupcake
ATM.
Kingston J.
Wilmington Boys & Girls Club

Wilmington Boys & Girls Club
PressFriends Photo
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A Day at USC

A

nderson students in
RAP’s PressFriends club
went to USC with other
PressFriends programs.
Each group went into a
classroom and had a few
presentations from different
speakers. There was a peri-

odic table, three big screens,
and two projectors behind
the seats.
The college had a townlike feel. They had a soccer
field, dorm buildings, buildings with classrooms, a
bookstore, a theatre, etc.

Anderson Elementary

They also had a library on
the campus.
USC might be a good
college to be in. One reason is because they have the
big soccer field.
.Julie P..
Anderson Elementary

PressFriends Photo

STEW Symposium for Kids

T

he STEW Symposium
for Kids was fun. It was
fun because we got to walk
around USC and learn about
whales from Emily Waggoner. She is a senior at USC.
She likes to study gray

whales. She is minoring in
Science Visualization. She
spent most of her summers
on the Oregon coast, where
she developed a love of the
ocean. Emily loved whales
since she was a young girl.

Variety Boys & Girls Club

Emily was really nice, and I
liked her presentation. She
showed us photos of the
whale, Lucky and pictures of
a lot of other whales.
Connie M.
Variety Boys & Girls Club

PressFriends Photo
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Power Time

D

o you think WiFi is a
machine or maybe
some magical air? We
learned some very cool
information from USC PhD
student Sivaram Ramanatha.
Did you know that wireless Internet depends on

WiFi wires in the ground all
under us! Another amazing
fact is that I heard that everything on a computer is 1s
and 0s but only the computer sees that the computer
makes it so you see letters
and numbers!

7th Street Elementary

Did you know every site
is in a box that is called a
server?
Now you know why in
my opinion this subject is
very interesting..
Annabella A.
7th Street Elementary

PressFriends Photo

Brain Food

C

layton Bingham told us
that you can put chips
in people's brains to help
repair damaged brains. He
puts chips in cats, dogs, and
rats to test them.

I thought that it was interesting how they are trying
to help people with brain
injuries. They are very close
to helping the people with
their engineering.

Leland Street Elementary

It is very cool that they
are doing that for the people
that need it. I might go to
USC or UCLA.
India T.
Leland Street Elementary

PressFriends Photo
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Tour of USC

I

learned that we can fly
like birds! If we can design
a plane that folds its wings
then it may come true. I am
also interested in how it is
going to benefit us as human
beings. We also learned how
they made small drones.
One thing that was fun to

see was the biggest plane
and how it looked like as
well as how many passengers it can carry per flight.
We also learned what type
of materials they use to
build planes to make them
faster, lighter, and safer. The
army can use the small

John Mack Elementary

Senior Associate Dean Kelly Goulis
USC Viterbi School of Engineering

PressFriends Photo

STEW Program Sponsors
(from left): Morgan Rivera
(Exec. VP, PressFriends Inc.
Student Board); Leah Palacios
(VP, PressFriends at USC);
Luke Southwell (co-President,
PressFriends at USC); Alec
Berry (Exec. VP, PressFriends
Inc. Student Board); Nick Jung
(co-President, PressFriends
Inc. Student Board).

PressFriends Photo

drones to see what is ahead
to keep them safe from the
enemies. Maybe someday I
can learn how to fix planes
for the military.
By Adrian A.
John Mack Elementary

USC Photo by Michael Owen Baker

Associate Dean Binh Tran
USC Viterbi School of Engineering

USC Photo by Michael Owen Baker
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STEW Speakers

Laura Faye Tenenbaum, NASA JPL

Bing Jiang, Rolling Robots

Bocheng Jin

Christoph Efstathiou

Clayton Bingham

Emily Waggoner

Kien Nguyen

Lauren Crawford

Nina Singh

Sivaramakrishnan Satyamangalam Ramanatha

Magdalene Ante

Yohanna Hanna

Guest speaker photos by PressFriends; USC speaker photos by Michael Owen Baker
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Seeing Earth from NASA’s perspective

L

aura Tenenbaum is a worker at NASA. She taught us
a lot during her time in the
classroom with us. Apparently
not all people in NASA are
astronauts. Some workers
there are scientists. They help
other engineers create robots.
Other people are making robots. They are being helped by
scientists to create the perfect
robots to send up to space.
Scientists send up robots to

space so they can see the
planet Earth. Lots of people
think being able to see planet
Earth is good because they
can see if there are any forest
fires, or if there is global
warming, or if the planet is
getting too cold. The robots
in space are taking pictures of
the world and sending them
back to NASA. All of the
robots in space are focused
on different things. Some of

them focus on heat and
cold. Some focus on just
how the planet looks at the
moment and some the carbon dioxide and oxygen.
Lots of people think space
engineering is cool. If you
want to become a space
engineer, and then become
one, work hard and try new
things.
By Ivan G..
Lomita STEAM Magnet

Photo by PressFriends

Working at NASA– Laura Faye Tenenbaum

D

o you know what your
career is going to be?
One interesting idea is to be a
part of NASA’s Jet Propulsion
Laboratory. Laura Faye Tenenbaum works there. She is responsible for creating content
for the climate website Global
Climate Change, where vital
signs of the planet and Earth

right now are on the blog. She
teaches lots of people about
what she does and answers
lots and lots of questions. Her
team has won five Webby
awards for the Internet Industry’s highest honor for the
Best Science Website and for
the Best Green Website. She
also has held a faculty position

in the Physical Science Department at Glendale Community
College for 13 years. Laura’s
goal is to attract a highly motivated new generation to stand
up to the environmental challenges we face.
By Emma B.
Leland St. Elementary

Part of NASA

D

o you ever feel like being
part of NASA would be
an amazing experience? Well it
is. At NASA your laboratory is
3 times the size of Disneyland.
Also, you have to be able to
study Earth and space. You
even have to know what Global
Warming causes. You also have
to be ready for the huge environmental challenges. For you

to be a part of NASA, you have
to learn Earth Science. In the
Laboratory, you speak to astronauts. At NASA, you research
climate change.
You even keep track how global warming has changed over
the years. In the laboratory,
you have to be patient and
independent. At NASA, you
even have to study carbon

dioxide. NASA even sends
robots to space. You even
work with several computers
to send signals to the astronauts. You even have to memorize what happens when pollution happens. Now you have
an experience of what it’s like
to be part of NASA!
Sheila R.
Hoover Street Elementary

Photo by PressFriends

NASA’s Laura Tenenbaum

L

aura Tenenbaum works at
NASA. Laura also has a
website called NASA’s Global
Changers, and she writes a
blog.

Laura said “having things
hard is more fun” and that
“people love challenges”.
Laura told us that the
oceans have been rising for the

past 10 years and is still rising
because the world has been
getting hotter.
By Makala T.
Leland Street Elementary
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Laura Tenenbaum of NASA

P

ressFriends went on a field
trip to USC. We went to
go interview some speakers,
we also had a lunch speaker
and her name was Laura
Tenenbaum and she talked
about a place that’s called
Greenland and it is very beautiful even though I haven’t
been still. Laura Tenenbaum
works at NASA. The people
that named Greenland, named

it Greenland to attract more
people to visit. Laura’s goal is
to bring science, multimedia,
and education together to
attract a highly motivated and
enthusiastic new generation
that will be ready to take on
the huge environmental
changes we will face.
Laura develops interactive
new media products to engage and educate students,

teachers, and professionals
in climate and environmental
science. Her websites have
won Webby awards for the
Best Green website. She
also has held a facility position in the Physical Science
Department at Glendale
Community College for the
last 13 years.
By Tayler W.
Foshay Learning Center
USC Photo by
Michael Owen Baker

Laura Tenenbaum, Super Editor

L

aura Tenenbaum is an
innovator in science communication and a member of
the Earth science communication team at NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory where she
is responsible for creating
content for the climate website, Global Climate Change:

Vital Signs of the Planet, and
the Earth Right Now blog.
Laura’s job consists of traveling a lot. She goes to Greenland to study ice caps. When
she travels she keeps track
of what she sees. She has a
website on global warming.
In planes she gets to talk to

everyone on it. Once the
NASA plane takes off, she
starts working. Instead of seats
there are all the NASA equipment she needs to work. She is
a great person, and her job is
really awesome.
By Chelsea R.
Hoover Street Elementary

Laura at NASA

Role Model

The STEW

L

L

W

aura Faye Tenenbaum gave
an awesome speech at the
STEW Symposium. Did you
know that the past ten years
have been the hottest years?
The reason I think she gave a
very awesome speech was that
she told the PressFriends students that global warming is a
very serious problem. Too
many people may believe that
global warming is not a big deal,
but it is because if it gets hotter, more icebergs will melt.
This makes more water and
with more water this creates
more storms. So, that is why
global warming is very bad.
Thanks to Laura, we now know.
By Kharol S.
Lomita STEAM Magnet

aura Tenenbaum spoke to
us about NASA and climate change. She is a great
role model for girls. She is very
smart to be working at a place
like NASA. She showed us
how the weather is changing
with satellite pictures.
Laura loves her job because she travels a lot and gets
to see many beautiful places,
but some of these places are
losing their ice because of
global warming. She is trying to
find a way to reduce global
warming. Laura Tenenbaum is
a very important person in our
world because she cares about
all of us.
By Nathalia P.
Hoover Street Elementary

e heard from a lot of
experts at the STEW
Symposium. They are also very
interesting people because they
make awesome creations and
they are very smart and know a
lot about their subjects.
One of the speakers was
Laura Faye Tenenbaum. She
works at NASA and also teaches college. She has measured
ice to see the effects of global
warming and how much it has
increased over the last few
years.
Laura Faye is a very interesting person because she travels a lot and is also a graphic
designer.
By Natividad P.
Hoover Street Elementary

Photo by PressFriends
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Bing Jiang and Rolling Robots

A

Bing Jiang
PressFriends Photo

t the STEW (Science,
Technology, Engineering
and Writing) Symposium,
each school went into a classroom. The first engineer that
talked to us was Bing Jiang.
She talked to us about robots, being an engineer, and
motivation.
Bing Jiang showed and
talked to us about Rolling
Robots. Ms. Jiang is the cofounder and owner of the
Rolling Robots. She told us
about some robotic competitions that students can enter.
My favorite robot that
Bing Jiang talked about was
the Mechanoid. Some other
robots she showed us were
very unique and cool.
The Mechanoid robot
was cool, and it could do a
few cool things. For one, it
could record what you say
and it could do whatever you
make it do. You could make

the Mechanoid robot dance
and talk to you. The Mechanoid robot could be purchased from a store but you
have to assemble it before
using it.
Bing Jiang showed us
videos to watch based on
the robots. We watched a
PowerPoint that motivated
us to think just because
we’re kids doesn’t mean we
can’t build a robot or be an
engineer.
Me and my classmates
were motivated by having
Ms. Jiang talk to us.
I am in robotics class
right now so everything Bing
Jiang told us was material I
already was familiar with. I
knew about it because either
I’ve seen it, done it, or am
learning about it. I like robotics and learning about it,
so I had a great time learning
more about it.

At the end of her
presentation I think I
learned a lot because there
were some things I didn’t
know about and now I
know more things. Ms. Jiang
even took five minutes
more to add in more information.
My favorite part of Bing
Jiang’s presentation was
when she talked about the
Mechanoid robot and when
she talked about Rolling
Robots, because they were
a group of three students
that proved to the world
you can be 11, 12 or 13
years old, or even younger,
to build a robot. I liked the
way they worked together
to build and make the robot
move. I also liked how they
learned to work together as
a team.
Gabriela M.
Foshay Learning Center

She loves her job. She is the
co-founder of Rolling Robots. It is in three location,
in Glendale, Rolling Hills
Estates, and West Los Angeles. Bing received a master's degree in California
State University, Los Ange-

les. Bing has worked previously for Integrated Applied
Physics Inc. At Rolling Robots, kids enter robotics
competitions.
Genesis S.
Leland Street Elementary

learn about robots. We saw
robots of all size move and
change color. That was really
cool! Then we saw a video
that talked about how the

robots moved. Some robots
can stretch while others can
pick up and throw things.
Valeria S.
John M. Elementary

Robots for Children

H

ave you ever wanted to
make a robot? Well
now you can. Bing Jiang has
created an amazing company
called Rolling Robots. Where
children build their own robots! Bing Jiang said children
inspired her to make robots.
Bing Jiang
PressFriends Photo

Beep Bop

M

y favorite part of the
program was when we
took a tour; it was so much
fun! The presentation that I
liked was when we got to
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How to Make Robots

A

t the STEW Symposium
for Kids, we learned
that people can make robots
with metal using screwdrivers and other tools. Robots
are very hard and tricky to
make.

I also learned about
statues and how people can
create them. I saw Traveler
the horse and Tommy Trojan on a tour of USC.
We also learned how to
make planes from PhD stu-

dent Yohanna Hanna. Planes
can be very hard to build.
I’m jealous of the USC
students; I really like the
place. It’s really cool!
By Ahmed M.
John Mack Elementary

robots that I’ll build, just like
Bing Jiang. Bing Jiang learned
a lot about robots because
she’s really smart and tested
her robots. It takes a long
time to build a robot but
Bing Jiang built hers in two
weeks! She also talked about

her robot and how kids of
all ages liked it. The kids all
said they wanted to have a
robot just like hers but they
have to put work into building it themselves!
Aileen H.
John Mack Elementary

Rookie Robots

B

ing Jiang talked about
how robots could walk
and talk. When I’m older, I’m
going to build a robot too!
We also learned that
robots will be able to take on
jobs in the future. When I
grow up, I want to test the

Bing Jiang
PressFriends Photo

How Robots Make Me Feel

D

uring the USC program,
Bing Jiang talked about
robots and how there are a
lot of materials needed to
build one. She also talked
about how it can take up to a
year to make just one.

One day, I think robots
will be able to do some of
the jobs humans can do.
One example is that a robot
can be a waitress.
Bing Jiang also showed
videos about how to control

a robot and kids building
robots. One thing that was
fun was when the robot
picked all the balls in the
net.
Brilynn M
John W. Mack Elementary

Dab. It had a lot of cool
features like dancing but it
couldn’t do all the dance
moves. Bing Jiang showed us
a video of what the robots
did. One of the things that

the robots did was that they
put yellow cylinders on top
of each other. The program
was fun all of it till the end.
Chris S.
John W. Mark Elementary

Robots in Action

I

think the best speaker was
Bing Jiang. We got to
watch a robot in action by
trying to make it dance. Sadly, the robot was made before the invention of the

Amazing Robots

M

y favorite topic was
robots. The speaker’s
name was Bing Jiang. She
helps run a program called
Rolling Robots. It’s a program
that helps young kids (that are
4 years and older) learn about

Bing Jiang
PressFriends Photo

robots and how they work.
When kids go there, they
learn about programming.
Programming is when you
make a robot do something
like talk or move. You can also
program a TV or computer.

Bing Jiang ran in a team
in the Vex Robots competition. It seemed really fun
having to try to shoot balls
into a basket.
By Nathan P.
7th Street Elementary

USC Kids News

Page 22

Robot Wonders

M

y favorite topic was
robots. The speaker’s
name was Bing Jiang.
Bing Jiang runs a program
called Rolling Robots. It’s a
program that helps young
kids (that are 4 years and
older) learn about robots
and how they work.

When kids go to Rolling
Robots, they learn about
computer programming.
Programming is when you
make a robot do something
like talk or move. You can
also program a program on
T.V. or a computer—for
example, to record one of

your favorite TV shows or a
sports game.
Bing Jiang had a team
compete in the Vex Robots
competition. It seemed
really fun having to try to
shoot balls into a basket.
By Samantha A.
Foshay Learning Center

PressFriends founder Luke
Southwell with Bing Jiang

USC photo by
Michael Owen Baker

STEW Symposium at USC

F

oshay students went to
USC for the STEW Symposium for Kids. At first, we
went to a classroom. Then,
in the classroom we learned
about robots, technology,
and brains. I enjoyed learning
about all those things, and it
was very fun taking notes.
After we did all those
things, we ate sandwiches

from Subway and chips for
lunch, and I drank water. I
sat next to a waterfall.
After I ate, Laura Faye
Tenenbaum talked about the
melting ice in Greenland, and
then Bing Jiang talked about
robots and about Rolling
Robots.
At the end of the field
trip we took a tour of USC,

and we saw libraries that
the students can study in.
Our tour guide walked with
us all around USC.
After taking the tour of
USC we went to take some
pictures. Afterwards, I was
very happy that I went to
the trip.
By Stephen G.
Foshay Learning Center

Motors and Machines

R

obots are machines that
can be assembled and
programmed. The Rolling
Robots program allows kids
to learn about robots and

gives them the opportunity
to participate in robotics
competitions.
These robots were very
interesting, and I personally

would like to come to USC
in the future.
By Tyler H.
John W. Mack Elementary

bot that could hit ping pong
balls!
Bing showed us a heart, it
was half green and half red,
she pulled out a tiny robot
that could identify the color!
Ms. Bing pulled out a big
robot and it was very funny.
The robot had a voice command on its stomach and

whenever you pressed the
button and said something
and moved, the robot would
move at the same time and
There was also another
robot that a child made, and
it could pick up blocks and
stack them.
By Tayler W.
Foshay Learning Center

Bing Jiang
Bing Jiang, Kelly Goulis,
Laura Tenenbaum, Binh Tran

PressFriends Photo

B

ing Jiang is the cofounder and owner of
Rolling Robots, Inc., a children’s robotics and STEM
entertainment and education
company. Kids from 5 years
and older can build robots in
the program Rolling Robots!
There even was a seven year
old that made her own ro-
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Bing Jiang and Sivaram

B

ing Jiang is the cofounder and owner of
Rolling Robots, Inc., a children’s robotics and STEM
entertainment and education
company.
Bing received her master
of science degree in Physics
from California State University, Los Angeles, and was a
Goldman Sachs 10k Small
Business Development Scholar at Babson College. Then,
Bing got accepted to a job

that worked with robots.
Then, Bing learned how to
love robots! Bing Jiang
taught us about robots and
their competitions.
Bing brought a robot
with her! The robot’s name
was Mechanoid. Bing taught
us how the robot works. To
make the robot, Mechanoid,
you need to have plastic,
electronics, and wires.
Sivaram Ramanatha
taught us about the Internet.

Sivaram taught me a lot of
things like how the Internet
currently connects. The
Internet is a large network
of cables and computers
that make it possible for
appliances to send information to others. Every
website has a domain name
and its own IP address.
By Jordan P.
Foshay Learning Center

PressFriends Photo

Bing and Sivaram

M

s. Bing Jiang was talking
about robots. She
showed us a video about
some kids in the awards show
that was doing a robot project, and they were really
good. The robot that boys did
was a robot that will help
people use it in the future.
She also showed us a small
robot. The small robot
changed colors because of the
color that it is on. I also saw a
robot called Mechanoid. The
robot Mechanoid could do

anything. Well not everything but it could do some
cool stuff. The boys ages
were 12,14, and 15. They
were pros at robots.
Sivaram Ramanatha
talked about the Internet
and how it works. It works
because there are wires
under the ocean and they
connect every country and
is the reason everyone has
WiFi. If too many people are
using it, it doesn’t give Internet to everyone. The Inter-

net signal can go 5 times
around the world in 5 seconds. This is cool because it
is how long it takes to load.
Servers help you download way faster. Sivaram
thinks that the Internet is
important because it tells
you everything well not
everything but somethings.
Houses are connected to
everyone and even the
phone.
By Saira G.
Foshay Learning Center

How the Internet Works

T

he Internet has millions
and millions of people
online right now playing
games, watching videos or
YouTube, and more!
We get WiFi service
through wires connected to
a server. There are millions
of servers around the world.
Some of the wires go

underwater, under buildings, and maybe under us!
Servers are small boxes
with different meanings like
a few for YouTube, 250
million domain names
like .com, .org, etc. are
servers all around the
world. The domain names
for countries include .au,

.us, .ca, etc., which are servers for Australia the USA,
and Canada. An IP address
is kind of like a phone number. Servers are in Data
centers. Data centers are
filled with tons of servers.
By Anthony P.
7th Street Elementary

Sivaram Ramanatha

PressFriends Photo
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The World at Your Fingertips

M

y favorite part of the
program was the Internet presentation by Sivaram
Ramanatha because of how
complicated the Internet is.
The Internet can connect to
all your phones, laptops, and
other appliances.
The Internet has IP addresses. IP addresses have
two hundred and fifty million

domain names. There is also
Internet in space, and that’s
so cool!
A lot of people all
around the world are using
the Internet. A long time
ago, there weren’t a lot of
people on the Internet, but
now there are millions of
people who have access to
the Internet. I don’t know

people who can live without
the Internet, but if they can,
then that’s very impressive. I
use the Internet to watch
YouTube, go on Netflix, and
play video games. Sometimes
people can use the Internet
to text their friends or call
their moms.
By Destiny B.
John Mack Elementary

twitter.com. If we had no
domain names, we would
have to put a long number
code in order to access the
website.
In order for a website to
work, you have to put a
ending to your domain

name, like .com or .org.
Without the end part, the
computer will not recognize
the domain name for the
website. Welcome to the
great world of the Internet!
By Fernando C.
John Mack Elementary

work. They all have to share
the wires so it is hard even if
all the houses are connected
to a wire.
We get apps from servers. If you have a special
computer the data is more
faster that usual. Sometimes
we can transfer in less than
one second because the
server does not need to
know any information on a

language. You can send it
from California to China—no
problem. The server has all
addresses.
So now you have learned
very awesome, cool, amazing
facts on the Internet. Have
fun going on the Internet and
wander around but be safe!
By Kaethe O.
Leland Street Elementary

how the Internet works. He
told us that a computer is
only 1’s and 0’s.
You can send and receive
information from a cellphone
to a laptop. There are IP
addresses but now there are
250 million domain names.

There are wires underground that connect houses
together around the world.
Sivaram told us that the Internet works and how the
Internet works.
By Anthony L.
Leland Street Elementary

Sivaram Ramanatha
PressFriends Photo

The Internet

E

veryone wants to know
how the Internet works.
How the Internet works
starts off with the data center, where the servers are.
Each server has its own
domain name. An example
of a domain name is like

Interesting Internet

H

ow do we get Internet
and apps? Have you
ever thought of that? Well
read this article and you’ll
find out.
There is no Internet in
the North Pole, so scratch
that off. The Internet comes
from wires underwater and
under the land. So the more
an area is crowded with
houses it means less net-

Sivaram Ramanatha

S

ivaram Ramanatha taught
us about how the Internet works.
Sivaramakrishnan completed his master’s degree at
USC and his undergraduate
degree in India. Sivaram is
researching about why and
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Hello Internet

M

y favorite part of the
event was the Internet
presentation because everyone uses the Internet for
videos, games, music and to
search things up.
You can’t get any Internet
at some places like the South
Pole. There are moments
where the Internet connection is fast but other times, it
is really slow and seems to
take forever to load.

All appliances that are
connected to the Internet
have their own addresses. IP
addresses are numbers.
There are two hundred and
fifty million domain names.
There is also Internet in
space. The whole world uses
the Internet and more than
300 million people use the
Internet per second.
Everyone loves the Internet because they love to use

their phones or tablets. If
people don’t have the Internet, they can not call, text,
watch videos, load games
and use search engine.
That’s why they have the
Internet everywhere
(except for places like the
South Pole). I love the Internet and you should too.
Have fun with the Internet!
Wendy S.
John Mack Elementary

People can use WiFi to
get connection to the Internet on their phones, laptops,
and computers.
Technology can get under the ocean. There are
wires under the ocean to
connect us to the World

Wide Web. The wires can
connect to different houses
all around the world but
they can be destroyed by
natural disasters like an
earthquake.
By Mason M.
7th Street Elementary

Technology

W

iFi can spread around
the world in a matter
of seconds. Technology goes
through servers to connect to
WiFi so people can use to
connect to phones. WiFi can
go through 25 million domains on the Internet.

What is the Internet?

T

he Internet has many
people on it. If you
watch YouTube the videos
won’t be lagging because it
goes directly to the server.
Something that is really cool
are servers. Servers connect
to your device and provide
information.

The WiFi has an IP address. An IP address is kind
of like a phone number. It is
like a phone number because there are many numbers. There are more than
250 million domain names.
Devices have their own
unique IP address.

We also learned that
kids can make robots. Each
year kids, can enter robotics
competitions. You will need
teamwork to build a robot.
You can build a robot to
have different moves.
By Jayden A.
7th Street Elementary

and watch YouTube videos.
I also like Nina Singh’s
presentation about bacteria.
I learned that bacteria is a
type of germ. Some bacteria
can make people sick while
others are not harmful to

the body. Maybe one day a
doctor can fix the problem
to end sickness!
Kimberlyn S.
John Mack Elementary

The Inner Tube

M

y favorite part of the
STEW Symposium for
Kids was when Sivaram Ramanatha spoke about the
Internet, because I always
use the Internet! I love to
listen to music, play games,

Sivaram Ramanatha
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Hydraulic Fracturing

A

t the STEW (Science,
Technology, Engineering
and Writing) Symposium for
Kids at USC, we learned
about Magdalene Ante and
her research study at USC.
She talked to us about Plate

Magdalene Ante

Tectonics and about how
Hydraulic Fracturing works.
She explained how oil companies drill for oil in the
ground and under water.
We also learned about
Emily Waggoner and her

research on whales. She
taught us about the barnacles
on whales, and about how
some whales play tricks.
By Breanna L
Variety Boys & Girls Club

chanics of Hydraulic Fracturing. She wanted to become a doctor, but she was
more interested in engineering. Magdalene taught us
“Stress and Strain”.
Magdalene was in an all
girls school. Her undergrad-

uate degree was at Rivers
State University of Science
and Technology in Port
Harcourt. She loves to hike,
run, bake and cook. I
learned a lot on my trip.
By Telayia F.
Anderson Elementary

listening to Sivaram’s talk
about the Internet. The Internet is important to me
because without the Internet, there would be no
YouTube and no games or
videos.
There are wires under

the sea to connect the Internet. If you wanted to
communicate with a friend
and there were no wires
under the sea, then it would
never work.!
By Dolly S.
7th Street Elementary

when there aren’t enough
wires. If everyone in a house
is on the Internet it all
comes from the same wire
network.
When you go to
YouTube and type in your
favorite YouTuber, then the
computer goes fast to upload videos.

There’s all kinds of networks like YouTube.com or
Facebook, Snapchat, games,
musical.ly, google.com, Instagram, pictures, and Twitter.
It is very fun when you
listen carefully to the speakers.
By Keira B.
7th Street Elementary

Magdalene Ante

M

agdalene Ante is from
Nigeria. She is a PhD
student at USC Viterbi
School of Engineering. She
decided to become an engineer because she enjoys
everything about her job.
Her research is on the Me-

The Internet

S

ivaram Ramanatha told us
that Internet was very
important because the Internet Is used for videos, games
and my favorite thing
YouTube.
The thing I enjoyed at
the STEW Symposium was

WiFi is Important
Sivaram Ramanatha

L

istening to Sivaram Ramanatha was awesome.
We learned that WiFi is in
really cold places but not in
the South Pole.
A wire goes underneath
the ground and connects to
everyone in your neighborhood. That’s why network/
WiFi doesn’t work too well
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Privacy Protection

I

n my opinion, I believe that
Kien Nguyen’s presentation
on Protection Privacy while
sharing location data was by
far the best out of all of the
other presentations at the

STEW Symposium. Not only
did he talk about Protection
Privacy, but he also talked
about electrical programming, and he even talked a
little bit about himself, too.

It’s amazing how complicated it is just for a remote
control to even work!
By Victor B.
Richstone Family Center

chess. He asked everyone
in his village, and the only
answer was technology.
That’s when he got curious
in technology.
Kien first used apps like
Google maps, Facebook and
Twitter. Then, later on, he
started using electronics
more often. After a while,

he came to USC to study
more about electronics. It
must be very exciting to
learn about electronics at
USC.
Kien inspired me because he came a long way to
study electronics at USC.
By Giovanny P.
Variety Boys & Girls Club

from Bocheng Jin, how to
program from Kien Nguyen,
and how to filter water
from Lauren Crawford.
Afterwards, we ate
lunch. During lunch, we
watched a presentation

about robots. After we
went on the tour of USC,
we got to take a lot of pictures. At the end of the day,
I got to have a lot of fun.
By Patricia S.
Wilmington Boys & Girls Club

train’s sound level is at 80
decibels, thunder is at 120
decibels, which is probably
why it’s scary.
Phones are extremely
powerful and will be even
more powerful as technology progresses. An airplane
probably clogs your ear
because an airplane’s noise
level is at 146 decibels.
Phones can do science.
Phone numbers are like IP

addresses. Phones are our
future; they will help us.
Christoph was a great
person, it seemed like he
was very smart. Everything
in his speech was very inspiring and good to know.
I’m impressed that this is
our future.
By Dajah N.
Foshay Learning Center

Computer Privacy

K

ien Nguyen told us a
story about his computer days. When Kien was
little, he loved to play Chinese Chess. Then, one day
his uncle gave him a computer
and some CDs. One of the
CDs was Chinese Chess. He
had a hard time trying to beat
a programmed computer at

Kien Nguyen

USC Experience

M

y USC experience was
fun. I got to meet a
marine biologist, Emily Waggoner, who taught us about
whales. We also met three
more speakers. We learned
how to build an airplane

Phone Science

C

hristoph Efstathiou explained phone science.
He talks about how phones
can do basically anything.
Christoph told us about
how technology is evolving.
He asked us how many of us
have phones. Phones can
measure anything. You can
use a noise-a-meter to test
sounds. You can use it to test
how loud your snoring is or
how loud a car horn is. A

Christoph Efstathiou
PressFriends Photo
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Power of a Phone

E

lectronics and cables are
connected all around the
world, but not at the South
pole. Why are there no
cables in the South Pole but
there are cables in Antarctica and the North Pole?
A phone is more powerful than electronics in outer

space. When you download
an app, it goes around the
world 5 times in 1 second.
You can invite people around
the world to a party online.
Every computer has an IP
address.
We came away from the
STEW Symposium with a lot

more questions. How do
people put cables under
water? How do you make
night vision goggles? How do
you make a phone or iPad?
What makes a phone work
or a computer work?
By Michael R.
Foshay Learning Center

Phones for Measurement
Christoph Efstathiou
PressFriends Photo

C

hristoph (Chris) Efstathiou is a student at
USC. As a kid, he loved to
play with Legos and toy
models. Not only is he a
student at USC but he is
also an engineer. He is studying Aerospace Engineering.
Chris said that people
can measure lots of different
things with a phone, such as

temperature, loudness,
brightness, moisture, speed
and almost anything that you
can think of.
Phones also have cameras, microphones, GPS, and
USB connections.
Chris said that his most
comfortable subjects in
school were math, physics,
and chemistry so it made

sense for him to study Aerospace Engineering. He is also
studying different ways to
control the flow of objects,
such as airplanes or cars. He
is trying to make their objects more efficient.
Maybe one day you can
grow up and be like him too
By Geraldine F.
Leland Street Elementary

Phone and Internet Science

T

he presenter was Mr.
Sivaram. He taught us
about phones and Internet
science. He taught us that
everything is connected
underwater and everything
fits together with wires so it
can be a big network. You
know IP addresses are like a

Christoph Efstathiou
USC Photo by
Michael Owen Baker

telephone number. It’s important to have Internet for
emergencies. Sometimes
Internet doesn’t work because people around the
world use it. There are also
250 million domains. Servers
help you with everything on
a phone or other stuff on the

Internet. Phones also can do
science. You can measure
anything like food, and other
items. We saw a noise-ometer. That’s what Mr. Sivaram taught us about Internet and phone science.
By Tesla A.
Foshay Learning Center

The Amazing Benefits of a Phone

C

hristoph Efstathiou
showed us many things
about our phones that many
of us didn’t know about.
This was by far the best
presentation because he let
us interact with his presentation.
Christoph taught us that
our phones measure more

things than we know. Some
of the things are volumes,
brightness, temperature,
moisture, time, distance,
speed, acceleration and
much more. I also learned
that speed equals distance
divided by time.
In conclusion, I think it
was a cool presentation be-

cause he used what he already had instead spending
money to buy expensive
equipment. This makes his
presentation the best one.
And besides, in this generation, who doesn’t have a
phone?
By Malanchi B.
Lomita STEAM Magnet

Volume 3, Issue 1

Page 29

STEW at USC

A

t USC there was an
event called the STEW
Symposium for Kids. STEW
stands for Science, Technology, Engineering, and Writing.
The STEW event was
about different subjects. One
subject was about cellphone
science. The person who

taught us about cell phone
science was Christoph Efstathiou. I like the cellphone
science presentation because
I use the Internet and I
learned more things about it.
At lunch we had Subway
sandwiches. Also there were
lunch speakers. There was

one lunch speaker, Laura
Tenenbaum, who talked
about Greenland. Another
lunch speaker, Bing Jiang,
talked about robots and
how they work.
By Katelyn M.
Foshay Learning Center

Helping Airplanes Fly

T

he person that people
might be writing about is
Yohanna Hanna. He is a very
good person who studying on
small scale flying devices.
The basics of flight are
weight, lift, drag, and thrust.
Also the tail is used to con-

USC Photo by
Michael Owen Baker

trol the plane. The wing is
an important part of the
plane. Low pressure on the
top of the plane will pull the
plane up. Higher pressure
on the bottom is to drag the
plane down.
Birds are just like plane,

but people can’t ride on
them. Also, birds bend
their arms to land, and
planes bend their wings to
fly. Planes have to do lots of
things to fly.
By Ariah R.
Lomita STEAM Magnet

hour and can fly 4-5 hours
on a tank of gas.
Yohanna made the airplanes look like birds. Instead of making the plane
from metal, he made the
plane out of plastic. He tested the airplanes inside a
wind tunnel found at the

school. Yohanna is making
airplanes for the military so
that they can see what is
ahead of them. I enjoyed
the little airplanes because
of all the cool things they
can do.
By Branden O.
John Mack Elementary

going to fly, in order to save
money instead of building a
real plane to test.
Once the model shows
it can fly, it is built. While it
is built they have to make
wings and curves. The reason the wings have to be
curved is to make the plane
land smooth and slow, it
also helps to not waste gas
for landing.

Therefore, in order to
become like Yohanna Hanna
you must know some math
because when you are trying
to make a model you must
know how big the wings
need to be and where they
have to be and the size of
the airplane. All this is to
learn engineering.
By Edwin R.
Hoover St. Elementary

Cool Airplanes

Y

ohanna Hanna talked
about the development
of small planes.
Some planes have different shapes, angles, and sizes. I
learned that the smaller the
wings are, the faster it can go.
A small planes can go one
hundred and forty miles an

Aircraft Designs

Y

ohanna Hanna presented
small-scale aircraft designs. One example is how
drag and thrust have to balance in the air. The heavier
the drag, the more thrust a
plane requires. The more
thrust a plane needs, the
more gas it uses.
Before the airplane flies, a
model is made and tested in
an air tunnel to know if it is

Yohanna Hanna
PressFriends Photo
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Airplanes and the Internet

Y

Yohanna Hanna
PressFriends Photo

ohanna Hanna talked
about how he increased
the performance of airplanes
by using small scale airplane
models.
Yohanna also talked about
plane weight, lift drag, trust,
and how the tail is used to
control the plane. High pressure bellow pushes the wing
up and the pressure above
pushes the wing down.
Yohanna said instead of
flying a plane in the open, he
used a wind tunnel to estimate and see how much
weight and drag it causes. If
the plane is faster, then you

need smaller wings because
of how it glides. The landing
is a maximum lift to get a
high drag.
Some information Yohanna Hanna gave us is from
his research. He is in his
fourth year in PHD degree.
Before he went to USC, he
went to Northwestern University in Chicago.
Christoph Efstathiou
talked about phone technology and how to use the
phone to measure different
things such as loudness,
brightness, temperature,
moisture, time, distance,

speed, acceleration, frequency, light spectrum, length,
proximity, electrical voltage,
angels, and GPS coordinates.
Christoph also told us
about an app called the
“Noise Meter.” This app
allows you to measure noise
with a number. However, if
you could not get the app,
then you could divide the
speed by the time to get the
number.
Bianca L.
Lomita Magnet

the plane has weight it will
need lift. But if the plane has
drag, it will need thrust. If
the plane is heavy and fast, it
will need more fuel to go.
I feel like planes should
have electrical and solar
panels. I think this because
fossil fuel use is hurting the
earth. Also, the plane should
have less people because
solar panels are heavy so

there have to be less people
so it doesn’t weigh down
the plane. Since solar panels
are expensive, tickets have
to cost more.
To make a plane, you
need to go to college for
four years and maybe longer. Yohanna Hanna is a PhD
student.
By Keven G.
Hoover St. Elementary

to stay in the sky. How the
plane is shaped determines
how they hover in the sky.
Yohanna told us that there is
an extra part in the wing that
helps it land. The extra part
folds out and bends downwards so the wind pressure
goes down, which makes the
plane land. The farther the

extra piece goes down, the
slower the pane goes and
the lower it gets.
Yohanna said the landing
is a maximum lift so that you
can get a high drag.
By Leza O.
Lomita STEAM Magnet

Planes Going High

P

lanes are really fast to
help people travel. Wings
of a plane help it go fast.
Yohanna Hanna talked
about how people try to copy
the hawks when designing
airplanes. Instead of having
wings be stiff, wings move for
the airplane to go faster.
Planes need four things
for them to fly. They need lift
weight, drag, and thrust. So if

How Planes Fly

Y

ohanna Hanna told us
about how he has been
studying airplane wings and
how they fly. He said that
the wings do the flying. The
shape of them helps the
plane fly. When it pushes
pressure up, it makes the
plane go up.
The wind helps the plan
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Yohanna Hanna

Y

ohanna grew up in Lexington, Kentucky and
was a Math and Science
Magnet student in high
school.
He did research at the
University of Kentucky for
college. He was in a program

that allowed him to complete a research project at
Northwestern University.
Yohanna Hanna is now a
PhD student at USC. His
goal is to create a droid and
a small-scaled helicopter.
He told us about air-

planes and how to land one.
In order to land an airplane,
you have to lower the speed
for a while and then speed up
gradually.
Anders M.
John Mack Elementary

The Next Great Airplane

Y

wings of an airplane like a
bird, then a plane could do
so much more things.
When Yohanna was
small, he wanted to become a pilot but when he
got older he decided he like
science more and started
designing airplanes. So,
Yohanna now tests models

ohanna Hanna is a PHD
student, and he researches small airplanes at
USC.
Yohanna is currently
working on applying the attributes of birds to a plane.
The wings of a bird and an
airplane look similar. If we
would be able to move the

Yohanna Hanna
of his planes at USC. He also
learned how to fly a plane.
Yohanna is planning to
continue working on the
plane that has wings that
looks a like a bird.
Maab E.
Lomita Magnet

Designing Airplanes

Y

ohanna Hanna showed
us how planes work. An
airplane’s wings are similar
to birds.
Yohanna told us how
airplanes try to replicate a
bird’s wing. He showed designs and prototypes of

wings. He also talked about
drag and thrust. The way
drag works is id the drag in
the airplane is heavy then the
thrust for the plane must be
higher, causing the air plane
to waste a lot of gas.
Once the airplane model

is completed, it is tested in a
wind tunnel. based on the
wind tunnel results, it will
determine if the model will
fly when built.
By: Jerson M.
Hoover St. Elementary

Airplanes

A

t the STEW Symposium, we learned about
how airplanes are built from
Yohanna Hanna.
First, to make an airplane
work, you need wings, engines, thrust, and etc. One
of the main components is
the tail. The tail helps us to
balance and steer.

When you are in the air,
it pushes the wings and the
wings are pushed up even
though the air is pushed
down.
When you ride an airplane you should take a look
at the wings. If you see long
skinny wings it means it reduces drag. But, if you see

really curved wings that
mean it has high lift.
One other component is
the weight.
That is some information
you need to know about
what make an airplane work.
Sabina A.
Lomita Magnet
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Keeping Airplanes Safe

T

oday many students
participated in the
STEW Symposium for Kids
at USC. Many guests spoke
about their research. One
who stood out was Bocheng
Jin. Bocheng Jin likes to build
airplanes. He likes to do this
because he wants to help

keep people safe on planes.
He thinks that it would help
keep people safe by building
an airplane with a parachute,
and it takes twenty years to
design and build an airplane.
An airplane is a vehicle
for people to travel to see
their family. Airplanes have

games and movies and food
too. Some people are nervous to be on an airplane,
but now at least they have
good food likes chips, water, and pretzels.
Giovanny H.
Norwood Elementary

Bocheng Jin is Awesome
Bocheng Jin
PressFriends Photo

B

ocheng Jin is a PhD
student at USC. He is
studying Aerodynamics. He
lived and studied in Asia.
Bo likes aircrafts and
studies planes. Bo is nice,
funny, and smart. He lives in
the United States. He does

engineering. Bo likes the
airplane called the Dreamliner. The Dreamliner is the
biggest airplane in the world
right now.
Bo brought a piece of
carbon fiber. Airplanes are
made of carbon fiber.

Bo works with Computer Aided Design. Computer
Aided Design is used to
copy how the parts would
work in real life. It is helpful
in inventing new things.
Audrey J.
Anderson Elementary

Bocheng Jin’s Presentation

B

ocheng Jin’s favorite
subject is airplanes. He
told us about the biggest
airplane and how it took

about three months to build
it. He said that the airplane
has two floors. I think the
bottom floor has windows.

We saw all the things they
use to make a plane.
By Angie R.
Anderson Elementary

About Airplanes and a Drone

T

he Dreamliner is able to
have 800 people on the
plane. It has two stories. It is
the biggest plane in the
world. The Dreamliner has a

propeller. The jet was painted blue.
On a drone, it has something to protect the propeller from breaking. The

drone has a camera so they
can see what’s going on. It
also has a chip in the drone.
By Adrian M.
Anderson Elementary

how long it takes engineers
to make airplanes and how
they design these airplanes.
I also learned from Emily
Waggoner, a USC undergraduate student, that there

is only one type of whale
with spots: the Gray Whale.
By Natalie G.
Wilmington Boys & Girls Club

USC Experience

M

y experience at USC
was very good because
of a person named Bocheng
Jin. Bocheng Jin is a PhD
student at USC in engineering. He talked to us about
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Truth About Airplanes

B

ocheng Jin came to our
classroom at the STEW
Symposium. He talked
about airplanes and airplane
engines. Bocheng Jin is studying airplane design at USC.
Bocheng Jin told us
about airplanes. He said it
takes 2-3 months to build an
airplane. Did you know that

the Boeing Dreamliner is the
biggest airplane from the
world?
If you like to learn about
airplanes, then you were in
luck if you got to hear
Bocheng Jin. Did you know
that the modern Boeing 787
Dreamliner airplane contains
more than 50% of its total

weight as composites? Bo’s
presentation interested me
because he talked about
something that I have never
been exposed to. Thank
you Bo.
By Beatriz B.
Variety Boys & Girls Club

Bocheng Jin
USC Photo by
Michael Owen Baker

STEW Impressions

I

felt bored at the beginning of the USC symposium, but this changed when I
entered a room to find a
presenter named Bocheng
Jin showing everyone a
drone. The lesson became
more fun as he started talking about planes.
After Bo left, a presenter

named Emily Waggoner
came to talk about whales.
We learned about the endangered whales, the smallest whales, and the pink
dolphins, which was cool.
Emily also said she likes
being a marine biologist because she gets to collaborate
with people and help to fix

the environment.
Then, Lauren Crawford
presented “One Water”, or
as she calls it, “Toilet to
Tap.” She said she wanted to
make water safer and more
secure. She also talked about
osmosis.
By Hetxabel R.
Wilmington Boys & Girls Club

PhD student Bocheng Jin
about aircraft design at the
STEW Symposium for Kids.
He also told us the Dreamliner is the world's largest
plane.

I want to learn how to
make airplanes so I can learn
a lot. It might be a good
experience.
By Jorge G.
Anderson Elementary

Airplane Structures

A

irplane structures is
what I want to study in
twelve years. I want to make
airplanes and test them out.
I think it might be cool and
fun. We heard from USC

Bocheng and Emily Waggoner

B

ocheng Jin is an airplane
designer. I love the
work he does and hope he
has success in his career. I
hope he can make a really
cool airplane one day.

Emily Waggoner is studying about whales. She taught
us about gray whales and
how they are endangered.
She talked about a program
that she started, and how

she is still improving it. Her
program organizes photos to
different folders about
whales.
By Edwin S.
Wilmington Boys & Girls Club
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Gray Whales

E

mily Waggoner was a
good speaker. She talked
to us about gray whales.
Emily showed us all different types of photos about
whales, including scientists
tagging the whales. Emily
showed us 15 different
whales and their babies.
Emily also taught us
about what the adult whales

Emily Waggoner
PressFriends Photo

and baby whales eat too. For
example, they go to Alaska
to feed the babies.
Emily also told us about
the different parts of the
gray whale, like their bump,
the blow hole, and other
body parts.
Emily had a job where
she learned and studied
about gray whales. In the

morning, she went out on a
boat and would check for
gray whales.
Emily’s character traits
are being brave, nice, and
kind. When she was a kid
she wanted to learn about
gray whales and now that’s
what she does.
By Gustavo T.
Variety Boys & Girls Club

named Emily Waggoner, a
marine biologist. She mainly
focused on gray whales. She
taught us about the types of
food that whales eat, their
behavior, and also their habitats. These animals love to
eat shrimp, krill, and a variety
of other small sea creatures.
A gray whale weighs
about 40 tons and is about

45 feet long, which is longer
than a school bus. The majority of gray whales also
have barnacles covering their
bodies, and their neck structure is similar to that of a
human.
These are some of the
facts that I learned at USC.
by Nicolas V.
Wilmington Boys & Girls Club

Field Trip to USC

W

ilmington Boys &
Girls Club went on a
field trip to USC for the
USC and PressFriends’
STEW (Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Writing)
Symposium for Kids.
There were many student speaker who told us
about their studies. My favorite speaker was a woman

Presentation on Whales

T

he speaker on the
whale presentation was
Emily Waggoner, a senior at
USC who is pursuing a bachelor’s degree in Environmental Studies and a minor in
Science Visualization.

Emily has researched
gray whales. She works with
her mentor on a small boat
to research the whales.
Did you know that it is
rare to see a gray whale with
its eyes open?

The pilot whales and
narwhals are the smallest
types of whales, but they
have teeth while gray whales
don’t have teeth.
By Rebeca S.
Wilmington Boys & Girls Club

Gray whales are very
heavy. They weigh 40 tons,
which is about the size of
four school buses.
By Nailea R.
Wilmington Boys & Girls Club

Emily told us that a gray
whale’s eyes are about the
size of an orange. She also
told students that there are
two kinds of whales: baleen
whales that do not have
teeth and toothed whales.
By Natalia C.
Wilmington Boys & Girls Club

Gray Whales

T

here are a lot of gray
whales in the ocean.
They do not have teeth, but
instead have baleen. Baleen
helps gray whales eat. One
of the things that gray whales
eat is krill. They eat about 20
tons of krill per day, which is
half of their weight. Every
time they take a gulp, they
eat about one ton of krill.

E

mily Waggoner talked
about gray whales at the
USC STEW Symposium for
Kids.
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Facts About Gray Whales

W

hales are one of the
biggest sea creatures
in the ocean. Emily Waggoner’s presentation was on her
research of gray whales. She
showed us many facts about
gray whales.
Emily researched whales
for four years. Emily studied
their migration and health.
She learned how their behaviors change.
Emily taught us about
how much they weigh and

their length. The weight of
the whales was about forty
tons, which is about the
weight of three buses. Their
length is forty-five feet.
Emily taught us about
why whales migrate. They
migrate because of the food
supply and the water temperature. Usually whales
migrate and female whales
give birth around January,
February, and March.
Emily personally thought

the gray whales were one of
the smartest types of whales.
She worked with “tagging”
techniques to see where the
whales travel. It was inserted
in their skin. Personally, she
though that it wasn’t painful,
but some people thought it
was painful.
We should keep the
ocean clean so that we can
keep the gray whales alive.
By Cindy A.
Norwood Elementary

and they weigh forty tons,
which is the weight of three
school buses!
Gray whales eat krill.
Whales need to breathe.
When whales go under water, they can hold their
breath for five minutes and
then they need to come up
to the surface to breathe.
Gray whales have two blowholes. They have two be-

cause they have baleen.
Whales travel in June,
July, and August in Coastal
Alaska and the Bering Sea. It
is important to take care of
the sea because whales live
there and they could go
extinct if we don’t take care
of the ocean.
By Melania D.
Norwood Elementary

Gray Whales

T

oday’s story is about
gray whales. Emily Waggoner gave a presentation
about gray whales. Emily
wanted to use spots to identify whales, so she sorted
pictures of them and designed a computer program
to identify them by spots
from pictures.
Emily said that whales
are as long as a school bus

Gray Whales Fun Facts

A

t the STEW Symposium
for Kids, Emily Waggoner talked about her research on gray whales. Emily
Waggoner gave a presentation that included fun fats
about gray whales, such as
the fact that gray whales
weigh about three school
buses.
Emily Waggoner could
track gray whales by their

spots, because she built a
computer that took photos
and matched the spots on
the whale. She also talked
about tagging that can harm
the whale.
Emily also talked about
their behavior. The gray
whales migrate because of
food and climate.
Other fun facts are that a
gray whale is 45 feet long.,

gray whales have two blow
holes, the gray whales weigh
forty tons, and the gray
whales eat krill, which look
like shrimp but smaller.
It is important to study
gray whales because we do
not want them to go extinct,
which means we need to
keep the oceans clean.
By Ana M.
Norwood Elementary

Emily Waggoner
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The Ways of the Whale

G

Emily Waggoner

ray whales are made of
blubber. Cetacea includes pilot whales, Orcas,
Narwhals, dolphins, and
whales.
There are two types of
whales—Toothed Whales
or Baleen Whales. Baleen
means that they don’t have
teeth but they have hairs. A
gray whale is Baleen. A gray
whale is the same size as a
school bus. They are about
40 tons, and 45 feet.
Gray whales travel to
warm waters in Mexico and
they have their babies there.
Since there is no food, they
go to cold areas in water to
get food. Whales mostly eat
krill. When they come back,
they eat from June to September everything. Then
they go back. The trip is 4-5
months. There are 90
whales in each group.
When baby whales are
born, they weigh 20 tons,
and they are 20 feet long.
Barnacles like to live in
whales, but when barnacles
die they leave white spots.
Some spots they are born

with and some aren’t.
Someone took Emily out
on a whale watching expedition, but she was a bit
scared. When she saw the
whale, she was so interested,
she learned about all 90
types of whales.
Whales have a dorsal
hump but we also have that.
It’s weird because we’re
mammals. They have dorsal
fins to swim well. If they
don’t have fins they will
drown and die.
Emily saw that trackers
were hurting whales so she
was trying to find a new way
to track them but not hurt
them. Emily took people out
to the ocean and a whale
they called Scarback would
play with them. She would
jump and people would try
to find her, then she would
jump in the other side and
try to find her.
Another whale called
Lucky has been through a
lot. He got stuck on a fishnet but was able to escape.
Every whale has a special
spot how they said in the

beginning. Lucky got his
name by being lucky. He is 9
months old and he should’ve
died a long time ago.
Sharks are not part of
Cetacea. Sharks eat calves.
Every 5 minutes whales take
a deep breath in the surface
with the blow hole they
squirt out all of the water
they have breathed.
We learned that whales
are fantastic animals and
they are misunderstood.
You should go out to the
ocean, explore, and learn
about whales. But you
shouldn’t hurt whales. When
you throw trash in the
ocean, maybe a whale can
swallow or eat it and they
could die. So please, when
you see trash in the ocean,
please pick it up because
other animals could get
stuck or die in it. It means a
lot to others because everyone is very interested in
whales. So please, when you
go to the beach, pick up
your trash.
By Dana A.
Variety Boys & Girls Club

World of Whales

I

t was fun when Emily
Waggoner talked to us
about whales. We learned a
lot about whales, which
made my brain think more
about whales.
It was fun because we
learned a lot that we didn’t
know about gray whales.
Emily told us how big the
whales are. We learned that
they weigh 40 tons and that
when the barnacles die, they
leave white spots. They also
get big marks next to their
eyes, and they spray water

out of their blow hole when
breathing.
Emily went on a whalewatching boat and saw a
whale named Lucky. . Lucky
was a baby, and they called
her Lucky because she is the
luckiest whale ever. We
learned a lot about Lucky
because Emily saw Lucky
with the other researchers
on the boat.
Emily also said that when
whales go underwater, they
can only hold their breath
for 5 minutes. They cry

when they lose their family.
Emily showed us photos
of all the big, dangerous,
nice, and small whales. She
said that studying gray
whales was fun because gray
whales were nice, unlike
killer whales.
Emily said that baby
whales are born in January
through March. We learned
how the babies are born.
We were lucky because we
got to learn about gray whales.
By Yessenia A.
Variety Boys & Girls Club
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The Gray Whales

O

ne speaker was Emily
Waggoner. She studies the environment and
gray whale research.
Emily said that trackers
on whales are not good for
them because the trackers
hurt them.
Emily decided to make a
program that doesn’t use

trackers but looks at the
spots on the whales.
Emily studied whales
when she was a little girl
because she thought that
whales were very talented.
When she was older, she
went on the boat with other
researchers and they all got
tricked from Lucky, the whale.

In her free time, she
talks about whales and she
goes to the beach in the
summer to look at the
whales.
Many students were
inspired from Emily Waggoner’s speech.
By Savannah C.
Variety Boys & Girls Club

right side of the boat but he
jumped on the left side of
the boat and made the boat
shake a little.
There are over 90 types
of whales. There is a whale
called a sperm whale. They
eat squid but they still have
to come up to the surface
and breathe air.
There also is the river
dolphin from the Amazon
that is very smart. If you lose

your watch, the river dolphin will find it.
Emily talked about how
she studied whales. She
mostly studied the white
whale. Emily was a good
teacher because she showed
us many pictures of whales.
She was also nice enough to
answer our questions.
By William R
Variety Boys & Girls Club

Lucky Whales

E

mily Waggoner talked to
us about whales. There
was a whale called Lucky.
He survived a killer whale
attack. He also was caught
in a net but he survived.
That’s why he is called
Lucky.
There was another
whale called the Jokester.
When the Jokester went
under water, they thought
he was going to jump on the

The Whale

W

hat me and my
friends liked about
the presentations was that
we learned about Gray
Whales. We liked the sea
creatures.
Some whales don’t have
teeth and some do. Gray
whales don’t have teeth.

Gray whales are much
bigger than a school bus and
they weigh 40 tons. Gray
whales go northbound to get
food. The mom whale trains
the babies to find food. Only
gray whales have spots.
People put trackers on
whales to study them. Some

people say it’s harmful, but
others say it’s not because
the trackers are used to
study the whales.
The babies are born
from January through March.
By Alize G.
Variety Boys & Girls Club

Harm by Gray Whale Traders

A

gray whale weighs the
equivalent of 3 buses,
so it needs a lot of food. A
group of these whales get
their food from Depot Bay,
Oregon, which is where

Emily Waggoner does her
research. She studies how to
track them using the computer program she created
instead of tagging them. I like
her method better because it

is not harmful to the animals.
I hope marine scientists will
develop this method for the
future.
By Allison H.
Richstone Family Center
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Gray Whale Trackers

A

group of gray whales
discovered there is a
shortcut to find their food
instead of going to a different area. Emily and her

presentation on these gray
whales described her research studying harmless
ways to track these whales.
She developed her own pro-

gram to collect data about
the whales instead of tagging
them.
By Brisett J.
Richstone Family Center

so they have to travel back
North.
Gray whales have spots
to identify them. Once researchers give whales a
name, they watch them. By
watching them they can tell
that they have a different

personalities. Some are nice
and some are tricksters.
They filter water by using
the hair in their mouth and
then they swallow the krill.
By Kelsy R.
Richstone Family Center

Some parts of your brain
that he explained to us were
our hypothalamic, amygdaloid, hippocampus, cingulate
gyrus, corpus callosum, and
thalamus.
Clayton had to get two
college degrees in order for
him to make his own inventions.
He explained that they
test on animals, but I did not
agree even if it is better for

an animal to lose its life than
a human. I think that Mr.
Clayton is very smart but I
don’t like the fact that he is
testing on animals.
Clayton said that there
are five ways to keep your
brain healthy. The five ways
are to: sleep, diet, exercise,
no alcohol and drugs, and to
learn difficult things.
By Laura T.
Foshay Learning Center

better not to eat dinner just
before you go to sleep.
Clayton also he does
cool experiments on animals.
He said that animals do a lot
of things on our behalf
Clayton was very professional, I learned that there is
something called hippocam-

pus in the brain. He uses
chips inserted in the brain to
repair the hippocampus,
which is where your
memory is stored. If I didn't
have a memory, I wouldn’t
be writing this right now.
By Ronald S.
Foshay Learning Center

About Whales

Emily Waggoner
PressFriends Photo

A

t USC. our speaker,
Emily Waggoner, mentioned that whales migrate
to Mexico in the winter.
This is due to the warm
water which is suitable for
having a baby. However,
there is less food by Mexico

Repairing Brains

C

layton Bingham talked
about how our brains
and about repairing damaged
brains. He said that if any
part of the brain is not
working, you will start to
forget stuff and lose track of
your life. Clayton also told
us that if the hippocampus
was damaged you will forget
the most important things in
your life, such as family and
your life.

Clayton Bingham

Brain Health

PressFriends Photo

C

layton Bingham studies
the brain. He was a
very good speaker but he
ruined my childhood. He said
to go to bed before eleven o
clock or it will get mushy.
Clayton gave us a lot of
advice such as not eating
before you sleep. So it is
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Marvels of the Brain

C

layton Bingham talked
about our brains. Our
brains are like a machine.
We use our brains all the
time. Our brains have electrical signals. Without our
brain we can’t do anything.
We wouldn’t be able to
read, talk or spell.

If your hippocampus was
damaged, you would lose
your memory and it’s hard
to find your way to places.
What is good for your
brain is sleeping for 10 hours
and exercising. What isn’t
good for our brains is sugar,
drugs, and alcohol.

Clayton helps people
who have damaged hippocampi because his grandmother has a damaged hippocampus.
That’s what Clayton
taught us about our brains.
By Tesla A.
Foshay Learning Center

Neural Engineering. Clayton
is a Neural Engineer-Brain.
Clayton talked about
brains, engineering, and a
little bit about himself. Clayton said your brain sends

body movements to your
body.
I what Clayton wants to
do after getting his PhD.
By Alexis M.
Foshay Learning Center

Clayton Bingham

C

layton Bingham is a
researcher and an engineer. Clayton enjoys being
with his loving wife and his
old English dog. Clayton
works in USC Center for

Clayton Bingham
PressFriends Photo

Computer Chips as Brain Replacement Parts

S

urgeons are staring to
use computer chips to
replace parts of the brain!
Clayton Bingham told us
that if your hippocampus is
damaged, you will lose your
memory. That is why surgeons are starting to use

computer chips to replace
parts in the brain. The computer chips will program the
memory so he or she will be
able to remember.
We use our brain all of
the time so it makes life hard
with a damaged brain. Ways

to avoid damaging your brain
is by eating healthy food,
getting good sleep, learning
stuff, and exercising.
By Mikaley G.
Lomita STEAM Magnet

If our hippocampus is
damaged we lose our
memory. The best way to
keep your brain healthy is to
sleep, diet, no sugar, exercise, no drugs or alcohol.
Clayton plans on finding a
way to put a “robot” in your
brain so it can fix your hip-

pocampus. He experiments
on animals which is a little
scary but it is for science. He
is still working on this because his grandmother has
dementia.
By Dajah N.
Foshay Learning Center

Brains and Stuff

C

layton Bingham talked
about brain science. He
said our brain is like a machine. We use our brains
every hour and second of
the day. The brain sends
electric signals for our body
to do things. Without our
brain we cannot do anything.

Richstone Attends the PressFriends Symposium

K

ids from Richstone
went to USC for STEW
Symposium. Emily Waggoner
talked about how the whales

had spots unlike the other
whales and she talked about
what the whales ate, krill.
And she made a computer

program to identify whales
based off the spots.
By Jocelyn B.
Richstone Family Center

Clayton Bingham
PressFriends Photo
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Amazing World of Brains

B

Clayton Bingham
PressFriends Photo

rains, they are pretty
cool. I never knew I
would be so interested in
brains, but repairing damaged
brains with replacement
parts is pretty interesting.
When someone’s brain is
missing something, a common replacement is a computer chip.
We humans use our
brains almost all the time.
Different parts of the brain
control different parts of our
body and make us do different things If you really think
about it, our brains are pretty important. Without special parts of our brains, we
wouldn’t be able to do im-

portant things like walk or
talk.
Your brain helps with
different things too. One
important thing that our
brains help us with is our
memory. Can you imagine
how bad it would be without a good memory? In
fact, one in five people have
memory problems. Usually,
the people with really bad
memory are missing a part
of the brain. Using electronics to replace missing
brain parts is very interesting and unique.
If you still don’t know
how important memory is,
the think of it like this.

Your memory is like being
responsible for putting all
neurons together to create
what you were trying to
remember. If one piece of
the picture is not there,
then you won’t remember
it. That is the problem that
some people have with
memory and why brains are
so important.
In conclusion, I really
enjoy the “Amazing World
of Brains!” Chips in the
brain really benefit us and
everyone around us. I don’t
know what I would do without a brain.
By Sydney E.
Lomita STEAM Magnet

At least that’s what people
think.
Brain engineers are trying
to fix this cause of dementia.
They will track neurons’
activities and try to duplicate
that energy into a computer
chip! Once they get the
energy into the chip, they
will connect the chip in the
brain to recover the

memory. This might be a
one of the core causes of
dementia.
There is a way to avoid
having or getting dementia,
but you can keep yourself
healthy by sleeping, eating,
and exercising properly, and
not drinking alcohol.
By Andrea B.
Lomita STEAM Magnet

Electric Brain

H

ave you ever lost any
memory? There is a
reason you lose memories.
In your brain, there is a part
called the hippocampus. The
hippocampus is in charge of
all of your memories. But, if
the hippocampus is damaged,
then it can cause memory
loss. Once the hippocampus
is damaged you can’t fix it.

Hippocampus

Computer Chips in Our Brain

W

ould you put a computer chip in your
brain if you needed it? I
would. We use lots of brain
parts in our everyday life. If
you don’t have certain brain
parts that you need, you
could get a computer chip
to take its place. Maybe at
first you might say “no.”
Maybe would you say, “I
don’t need that.” Well, you
may need it.

Did you know that different parts of our brain control different parts of our
body? Well, they do. That is
a reason why if we ever
needed it, then we should
get a computer chip in our
brain.
Brains are what we use
every day to live and do
every day things. It is important to take good care of
your brain and if you ever

need something like a computer chip, use it. It could
help.
Again, I believe we
should use computer chips
in our brain to replace
somethings in our brain that
we lost or never had.
By Angelina G.
Lomita STEAM Magnet
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Repairing Damaged Brains

H

ave you ever heard
that you can repair
damaged brains with computer chips? Well, yes you
can! Clayton Bingham is a
great researcher that knows
how to repair damaged
brains. He is interested in
health because changes hap-

pen when you help the
world. Clayton would like
to have his own laboratory
to train students the secrets
of the human brain. Clayton
works in the USC Center for
Neural Engineering that involves him building computer
models.

Damaged brains can
include memory loss, which
can be scary. But, if you have
a computer chip in your
brain, you could be okay!
By Annmarie S.
Lomita STEAM Magnet

like a burrito. If you start
taking things out of it, then
it will no longer be a burrito. Clayton said there is a
part of your brain called the
hippocampus. If it ever got
damaged it would lead to
memory loss or dementia.
There is a way to prevent it. You have to eat
right, sleep well, exercise
and do not drink a lot alco-

hol. But if memory loss ever
happens, Clayton and other
people are working on chips
to put in the brain so you
can start to remember
things again.
Hopefully in the future
people who suffer from
dementia will be able to
remember again.
By Gabriel B.
Lomita STEAM Magnet

Clayton Bingham

T

he person I am writing
about is Clayton Bingham. He got a degree in
Math. But he realized the
only way he can make his
own inventions was to get
more degrees. He is studying for a PhD at USC.
Clayton is working on
putting a chip in the brain
that will help with memory
loss. He said the brain is

What Do Brains Do?

W

hat do brains do?
Brains are more than
just a body part. The brain
collects information from
the outside world and gives
us ideas. We use our brain
all the time. If you were to
damage your hippocampus
you would not be able to

remember. It can also cause
dementia.
Replacing broken parts of
the brain with computer
chips would help develop
memory again. There are
many ways to have dementia
like age or hitting yourself on
your head hard.

Most of your brain could
cause diseases. Researchers
are trying to find a way to
replace damaged parts of the
brain. Maybe in the future
damage parts of the brain
can be restored.
By Rita R.
Leland Street Elementary

Clayton Has the Brains

C

layton Bingham is a
researcher working to
come up with a cure for
dementia. He is working to
develop and prove different
models predicting how brain
tissue responds to electrical
stimulation.

Clayton studies different
parts of the human brain.
Dementia is a disease that
makes you forget things easily. You usually get hurt on
the right side of your brain if
you have dementia, said
Clayton.

In conclusion, Clayton
Bingham is trying to come up
with cures for all kinds of
diseases and likes to study
different kinds of the human
brain.
By Sindel-Dior C.
Leland Street Elementary

Clayton Bingham
PressFriends Photo
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Memory Drive

C

layton Bingham is a
very hard working man
but he never gets credit for
it. So when he gets success
he should get a party for
stopping memory diseases.
His plan is to do brain surgery and take the damaged

part of the brain and then
put a chip to replace it. The
chip will have a storage that
will store the memories. The
memory drives store all the
stuff the patient sees. It will
also store some thoughts,
sounds and smells.

The reason you need
your memory is so you can
remember stuff. For example, your homework, lunch,
and responsibility.
By Anthony
Leland Street Elementary

his labmates have created a
chip which repairs broken
cells. They have tested the
chip on monkeys and cats,
and soon will be testing it on
humans.

The chip is placed on the
hippocampus. It repairs brain
pathways to lower the effects of dementia.
By Jonathan C.
Leland Street Elementary

humans from a disease called
dementia. He and his colleagues test their new computer chip inventions on
humans and animals. Some
engineers are trained to
work on inventions that
could save humans with dementia. The brain sends
shock waves through your

body to move. One part of
your brain sends a shock to
your heart telling it to pump
and if that parts stops, you
would be at a risk of dying.
In conclusion, the brain
does a lot for us and is very
important for humankind.
By Lauren C.
Leland Street Elementary

Neural Engineering
Clayton Bingham

C

layton Bingham is a
biomedical engineer at
USC’s Neural Engineering
Center.
Clayton is looking to find
a cure for dementia. He and

Calling the Brain

T

he brain is a very important part of your
body. The brain does a bit of
the things you do carelessly.
There are many parts to
your brain that help you live
and that keep your memories.
Clayton is working on a
computer chip that can save

Brain Replacements
Clayton Bingham
PressFriends Photo

D

id you know that people use computer chips
for damaged brains? The
computer chips would be
used in the brains of people
with dementia.
Dementia is an effect on
the brain and you cannot
remember a lot of stuff. You
can get it from old age, and
20% of the elderly have got
it. So people have a cure for

it instead of using liquid
medfusion. They use chips
from computers and I think
that it is very interesting
because I never knew that
people might have computer chips in their brains.
I think that most people
know that some people
might have a computer chip
in their brain. I think that
having dementia is very

scary for people and their
families, because people can
die from dementia.
Did you know that you
can see your brain through
your eyes and your most
sensitive part of your brain is
the smell? Most parts of
your brain can cause a disease.
By Marissa S.
Leland Street Elementary
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Toilet to Tap

M

y opinion of the STEW
Symposium for Kids at
USC is that it was great. I
got to listen to USC students.
I liked Lauren Crawford
because she gave a lot of
facts about water and talked

about Toilet-to-Tap. Toiletto-Tap is about scientists
trying to make water clean
from dirty water so we can
drink it and make the world
a better place. They want to
help without damaging the
environment and they want

to help people without access to toilets and clean
water.
My opinion is that her
work is great and Lauren is
helping the planet.
By Diego V.
Norwood Elementary

Is Water a Huge Deal?

D

id you ever think that
water was a huge deal?
Well, how about you listen
to Lauren Crawford’s opinion.
At the STEW Symposium
for Kids at USC, Lauren
Crawford presented her idea
about water. Lauren was
born in San Diego, California. Lauren wishes to one
day becomes a professor and
share her passion for engi-

neering and the environment.
Lauren and her friends
are trying to prevent the
California drought by using
Toilet-to-Tap strategy, which
is turning toilet water into
tap water so you aren’t
wasting water.
She has conducted many
experiments with water. She
is also finding a way to make
energy and treat water. She

wants to convert dirty water
into pure, clean water but is
taking very small steps.
Do you want to help
Lauren on her experiments
and goal? Do you want to
try the Toilet-to-Tap strategy? Now do you think water
is a huge deal?
By Gael T.
Norwood Elementary

She also said that you
could turn it into energy.
One-third of people don’t
have access to a toilet and
one-tenth of people don’t
have access to clean water.
How we can make clean
water is because water is put

into a cleaning process. That
process makes the water
cleaner and cleaner every
time it goes by. We can help
save the environment with
this method.
By Bridgette P.
Norwood Elementary

Lauren Crawford
USC Photo by
Michael Owen Baker

One Water

A

t the STEW Symposium
for Kids at USC, Lauren
Crawford gave a presentation about “One Water.”
She gave a presentation
about how they turned toilet water into fresh good
water.

Lauren Crawford
PressFriends Photo

The One Water Approach

D

id you know that not
everybody has access
to clean water or a toilet?
Well they don’t. While you
don’t think about water,
there are things that flow by.

Lauren Crawford is a
PhD student at USC. She
studies water and treats it.
But treating water only goes
to a certain point which is
when you have ions. There is

a process to it. First the
water comes from your
house, then it is cleaned and
it goes back to your house.
By Karean M.
Anderson Elementary
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Environmental Water Girl—Lauren Crawford

L

auren Crawford was
born in San Diego. She is
a PhD engineering student at
USC. Her subject is about
water. She thought about
how we can get cheap water
with less pollution and more
energy.
California is in a drought,
which means we have lim-

Lauren Crawford

ited water. Her lab is trying
to make water cheap because water is expensive.
Water has a lot of energy and a thing called osmosis. Osmosis is reverse,
forward, and pressureretarded. Lauren’s lab is
trying to make water efficient.

People need to watch
how they use water, because
people just throw water
away. Water can also be
used to create energy. People need to drink eight cups
of water a day so they can
stay hydrated.
By Andrea D.
Anderson Elementary

Fresh Water

H

ave you ever wondered
where fresh water
comes from? Well you are
about to find out! Did you
know that when we are in a
drought we lose underground
water? The Earth is 71%
water, and the ocean is
96.5% of the Earth’s water.
Did you know that waste
water goes back to your

house? But don’t worry, the
water is cleaned before you
get it back.
No matter where you
get the water from it is always going to be clean before it goes to your tap—for
example, ocean water, rivers,
lakes and more. They put it
in the same process for it to
become fresh water. They

call this the “One Water.”
Its name explains itself because everyone gets the
same water. No matter if
you are in California, New
Mexico, or New York, you
will get the same water.
Those are some facts that
you may not have known.
By Diana Z.
Anderson Elementary

neering. Lauren Crawford is
studying for a PhD in environmental engineering, and
her research is on treating
waste water and creating
clean water.
Lauren spent the majority of her childhood in Mexi-

co City. She also said that
the shampoo that we use
when we take a shower
goes down to the drain and
it is affecting the environmental balance.
By Kimberly R.
Anderson Elementary

is wasted, then people won’t
be able to drink fresh water.
The Direct Potable Reuse is a project to clean the
water that people use after
they take a shower, brush
their teeth, or use the toilet.
The Direct Potable Reuse
helps clean the water and
make it fresh or pure to

drink, and sends it back to
your home.
Another thing about
water is called desalination.
Desalination is turning ocean
water into fresh water,
which is very important to
the environment.
By Valery S.
Anderson Elementary

Lauren Crawford

L

auren Crawford is a
person who says that we
can get water from our
house, then treat the water,
and send it back to our
house as clean water.
Lauren Crawford’s father introduced her to engi-

The Water Article

H

ave you ever wondered what happens to
waste water? Well there are
answers for you. Did you
know that 71% of the Earth
is covered by oceans? And
that 96.5% of the Earth’s
water is ocean?
It is very important to
save fresh water because if it
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Rushing Water

D

id you know that
96.5% of the Earth’s
water is from the ocean?
Well it is! My favorite part in
the USC and PressFriends
STEW Symposium is when
Lauren Crawford talked
about water. I like when she
talked about changing ocean
water into fresh water.
Did you know that we
get most of our water from

groundwater? We can also
get fresh water from the
ocean.
Lauren said that all the
water we use comes from
the ocean, mountains, and
groundwater.
I also like the part about
when we use the restroom
and flush. The waste goes
down the toilet and then it is
treated; then it comes back

as water for faucets and
toilet water.
So this is what I learned
about water. I really liked
the workshop and I hope I
can come here again soon. I
also liked the PressFriends T
-shirts. I hope to see the
mentors again soon. Thank
you for having me here.
By Teresa S.
Anderson Elementary

age, her dream job was to
become a doctor with glasses and braces.
As she got older, she
started learning about engineering from her father. She
wanted to be a civil engineer,
and studied to become one
for a while.
Carlos A.
Wilmington Boys & Girls Club

Lauren Crawford talked
about water at the STEW
Symposium for Kids. Toilet
water is good to drink because engineers clean it. It is
good for the Earth to reuse
water because it saves water. We can also bring water
from the ocean.
Esmerelda L.
Richstone Family Center

More on Lauren

O

ne Water was the
best lecture at the
USC STEW Symposium
because Lauren Crawford,
the speaker, is trying to help
solve the water problem.
Kaya J.
Wilmington Boys & Girls Club
Lauren Crawford has an
interesting story. At a young

Antibiotic-Resistant Bacteria

M

y day at the STEW
Symposium became
great because we were in a
class that taught about bacteria.
Nina Singh, the teacher,
told us about antibiotics.
Antibiotics medicine that can
help you get better. However, antibiotics can’t get rid of

all of the bacteria and sometimes it can hurt your body.
By Harumy N.
John Mack Elementary

S

ome bacteria is good for
your body while others
are harmful. Certain bacteria
can’t die with antibiotics
which means the bacteria is

resistant towards the drugs.
As they evolve, the bacteria
grow bigger and bigger. Doctors are looking for medicine to end the bad bacteria
and are looking for alternatives with better antibiotics.
By Elian
John Mack Elementary

Learning About Bacteria

T

he STEW Symposium
was fun because we
learned about bacteria. Bacteria is a type of germ in
your body.

You can die because of
the bacteria. Doctors can
give you drugs to try to kill
most bad bacteria. However,
there are a few germs that

are drug resistant, and antibiotics do not work on
those particular germs.
By Layla R.
John Mack Elementary

Nina Singh
PressFriends Photo
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It’s All About Bacteria in People

N

ina Singh taught us
about antibiotic resistant bacteria. One thing
that I learned was if the
doctor says to drink this
medicine for five days, you
will get better. However,
when the guy only drank for
3 days and said he felt better, he didn’t clean all the
bacteria. Because of this,
every time he coughed or
sneezed, he was spreading
all the germs. In the end, the
guy had to see the doctor;

that’s why you have to listen
to the doctor carefully.
The most interesting
thing that happened in the
program was when they used
the antibiotic, it got all the
big bacteria but some of the
smaller ones stayed alive and
duplicated to make a lot
more bacteria. Some of the
bacteria could touch DNA.
One of the activities
allowed me to evolve into a
bigger disease that could lead
to illness or death and no

one could cure it.
Another way that you
can get sick is when you eat
food that comes from sick
animals. When you eat food
from sick animals, then you
become sick and have to go
to the doctor.
The main idea that I
learned today was that the
doctor wanted to make a
medicine that makes diseases go away.
By Alexander
John Mack Elementary

Antibiotics v. Bacteria

I

learned that antibiotics is
a type of medicine that
they give you for your body
when it is sick. Bacteria is
also a type of germ.
A big group of bacteria
can cause big problems for
your body. Drink your medi-

cine for as long as the doctor
tells you to in order to kill
the bacteria.
If you don’t take your
medicine, you may end up
with drug-resistant bacteria.
Resistant bacteria fights the
medicine back so that the

medicine might not work.
Scientists are searching for
medicines to keep the drugresistant bacteria away from
people’s bodies. That way
people won’t get sick!
By Yllari C.
John Mack Elementary

Learning About Antibiotics and Bacteria

N

ina Singh talked about
bacteria and antibiotics
at the STEW Symposium.
Antibiotics is a type of medicine that helps kill bacteria.
Although not all bacteria is
harmful, some are untreatable and do cause harm to

your body. In extreme cases,
some can actually kill you.
This topic is important to
know. With this information,
you will know how to take
antibiotics. A lot of farmers
are giving their animals antibiotics. That way, when peo-

ple eat the animals, they
won’t get infected. Only a
few germs are resistant to
antibiotics. A doctor can
help or sometimes a patient
can help too.
By Emeley V.
John Mack Elementary

Using Antibiotics the Right Way

N

ina Singh is a sophomore studying Biomedical Engineering at USC. She
taught us about antibiotic
resistant bacteria.
I learned that farmers
give animals antibiotics to
make them bigger. However,
that sometimes makes the

meat bad. People in the government can help with passing antibiotic laws. They can
limit the amount of antibiotics that doctors can give.
We also learned that you
can combine different antibiotics to fight bacteria. To
test the medicine they give it

liquid antibiotics to see if
two antibiotics will work
better than one antibiotic.
She has inspired me so much
that I want to further my
knowledge of this topic.
By Rayleen D.
7th Street Elementary
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Antibiotic Resistant Bacteria

B

iology is a study of living
things. One person who
works in biology is Nina
Singh. She studies Biomedical Engineering. Right now
she is working on a project
to learn how to make medicine for different types of
diseases. But sometimes the
medicine doesn’t work. The
medicine doesn’t work because of some bacteria.
Bacteria are really small
germs, but you can’t see
them. Some bacteria is not
cured by the medicine, but
some are. Some of the bacteria that is resistant to
antibiotics stays in the body,
and the bacteria that doesn’t

get affected gets wiped out.
The bacteria that stays in the
body and is not wiped out by
the medicine is called antibiotic-resistant bacteria. You
can get antibiotic-resistant
bacteria from animals.
Farmers give medicine to
the animals sometimes because they want their animals
to get bigger. Once humans
eat these animals, they get
the bacteria too.
Another way to get bacteria is when people don’t
take enough of their medicine. If they don’t take as
much medicine as they are
supposed to, they will get
sick again. The reason why

they get sick is because some
of the bacteria is still in their
bodies. Bacteria also spreads
by touching other people,
coughing, or sneezing.
There are some ways to
stop bacteria from spreading. One way to stop the
spread of bacteria is by having the farmer’s not give
medicine to their animals.
Another way to stop the
spreading of bacteria is by
having doctors not give medicine to patients when they
don’t need it, which reduces
the effectiveness of the medicine when they need it.
By Ashley C.
Hoover St. Elementary

Nina Singh—the Antibiotic Bacteria Queen

N

ina Singh is a sophomore studying Biomedical Engineering at USC.
Nina taught us about
antibiotics. She said that
some people go to the hospital when they are sick and
most of them want antibiotics when they don’t need it
because antibiotics is only
for bacteria and infections.

Antibiotics can’t cure diseases like cancer.
Sometimes germs go
into the parts of your body
that fight most of the germs
away. Sometimes antibiotics
can’t work but combining
more than one type will work
for different types/parts of
the body. It’s like the saying
the more the merrier.

Antibiotics can fight
most all of the germs in
your body.
Farmers give animals
antibiotics. Most of the time
when you eat animals with
antibiotics, you can get very
ill. I would like to read more
about this subject.
By Juliette A.
7th Street Elementary

known as hair-like projections in the body to coordinate their movement. She
explained how law makers
can make laws for using
antibiotics for one reason.
Farmers could stop giving
antibiotics to the animals.
She said that there are tools
to make antibiotics or to
grow bacteria. When antibi-

otics are misused and too
many resistant bacteria survive, the bacteria will reproduce and spread. so there
are more resistant bacteria
in further infections. So that
makes it much harder for
the doctors to treat infectionsBy Ximena A.
Hoover St. Elementary

Dangers of Bacteria

N

ina Singh was talking
about how some bacteria can kill people and how
antibiotic resistance happens.
She has been doing biology
research on different drug
combinations to treat antibiotic resistant bacteria. She is
also doing mechanical engineering research in the
Luhar Lab on how cilia also
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Be a Scientist

T

here are many types of
jobs out there. You can
be a doctor or teacher. You
can also be a neural engineer.
A neural engineer is a person
who studies the brain. One
neural engineer is Clayton
Bingham. He is working on
using electricity or electron-

ics to help with the hippocampus. The hippocampus is
something in your brain that
helps with your memory.
You can also be a scientist
that studies germs, such as
Nina Singh. Nina Singh studies bacteria and medicine
that can’t kill germs. You can

also die of some bacteria!
But some bacteria can put
there DNA into other bacteria! Those are some jobs
you can have if you are interested in becoming a scientist.
By Melissa E.
Hoover St. Elementary

Nina Singh and Laura Tenenbaum
Nina Singh

N

ina Singh studies antibiotics to help people
that are sick. She says that
you can’t see bacteria, because it is very small.
If you give animals antibiotics, it will make them taller.
Antibiotics can kill bacteria causing the illness, as well
as good bacteria protecting
you from bad bacteria. There
are many germs but a few of
them are drug-resistant and
cannot be treated with antibiotics.

Finding new antibiotics
are necessary, especially for
drug-resistant bacteria. The
bacteria is grown in petri
dishes and tested with multiple antibiotics combined
together.
I also liked Laura Tenenbaum, who spoke to us
about NASA and climate
change. She is a great role
model for girls. She is very
smart to be working at a
place like NASA. Laura
showed us how the weather

is changing with satellite
pictures.
Laura loves her job,
because she travels a lot
and gets to see many beautiful places. But some of
these places are losing their
ice because of global warming. She is trying to find a
way to reduce global warmings. She is a very important
person in our world.
By Nathalia P.
Hoover Street Elementary

carefully and not giving unnecessary prescriptions.
Antibiotics may not affect some bacteria, and this
is called drug-resistant bacteria. Bacteria are unicellular
organisms that don’t contain
a nucleus. If bacteria are
resistant to antibiotics, then
they will continue to stay
sick.
If you give animals antibiotics, it will make them taller. But the antibiotics can
stay in the animals and can
cause diseases in humans.
Farmers should not give
antibiotics to animals if they
aren't sick. Bacteria can
transfer DNA to other bacteria by giving animals antibi-

otics when they aren’t sick.
It creates resistant bacteria.
The bacteria causes germs
that can make you sick.
Every time you play with
dirt, you have to wash your
hands with soap so that you
can’t get sick. Whenever
someone is sick, do not get
close to them so that they
don’t pass the germs to you.
The four major types of
germs are bacteria, viruses,
fungi, and protozoa. Bacteria
can invade plants, animals
and people. But not all bacteria is bad. Some bacteria is
good for our bodies.
By Dayana V.
Hoover St. Elementary

Nina Singh

N

ina Singh attends the
University of Southern
California. She combines
antibiotics to fight bacteria.
One thing is that if bacteria are resistant to one
antibiotic, it might not be
resistant to a combination of
antibiotics.
Some bacteria are resistant when antibiotics are
introduced. Non-resistant
bacteria can reproduce
quickly.
Antibiotics kill bacteria
causing illnesses, as well as
good bacteria protecting the
body from bacteria. There
are lots of germs and few
are drug resistant. Doctors
can help by giving antibiotics
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Diary of a Wimpy Kid—The Long Haul
WORD SEARCH

Answer key on page 55

Greg
Rowley
Rodrick

Manny
Heffley
Beardo

Diapers
Pig
Meemaw
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Diary of a Wimpy Kid—The Long Haul
PressFriends programs saw "Diary of a Wimpy Kid—The Long Haul” at Fox Studios

The Wimpy Kid is back on the Road

I

would give Diary of a
Wimpy Kid: The Long Haul a
five-star review. The reason
for this is because they made
very funny scenes, such as
when the pig used the portapotty in the car, and when
Greg’s mom told him that
the pig was more potty-

trained than he was.
My favorite character is
Manny because he was so
cute and funny. In one scene,
the family was listening to
Spanish lessons the whole
ride. The car broke down
and the tow truck man could
only speak Spanish. Then

Manny started speaking
Spanish. Manny also directed
the driver to go back to the
pig farm where the family left
the pig, then reunited with
the pig.
By Elsa P.
Lomita STEAM Magnet

Diary of Wimpy Kid Movie

M

y favorite scene in the
movie, Diary of a
Wimpy Kid—The Long Haul,
was when a bird came to eat
a Cheeto from Greg, and
then a lot of other birds flew
through the open sunroof
into Greg’s car.
I also liked the scene
when Greg’s little brother
Manny’s pig ate all the snacks
and when Manny learned
Spanish during the car trip

from language tapes playing in
the car and could talk Spanish
to Mr. Luis, a tow truck driver.
There also was a funny
scene where Greg got a diaper stuck on his hand and
everyone called him “Diaper
Hands.”
My favorite character was
Greg Heffley because he is
clever and smart. Greg is in
middle school and on a car

trip. His mom made everyone give her their cell
phone, and he tricked his
parents saying that he is
going to the hot tub but he
actually gets his cell phone.
He also changed the GPS in
the car so they could go to a
video game convention.
This is a fun movie to see
this summer.
By Daylun H.
John Mack Elementary

The Wimpy Road

T

he movie “Diary of a
Wimpy Kid: The Long
Haul” was a great movie. A
part you may like from the
movie is when Greg Heffley
gets blamed by the Beardo’s
kid for ruining her dad’s car.
My favorite scene was
when Manny gets his pig back.
It was heartwarming. All of
the actors are very funny.
My favorite actor was

Jason Drucker, who played
Greg Heffley, because he
was super funny and great at
playing Greg.
Another great scene is
when the boat flies and lands
directly into the pool. “You
did want the boat to go in
water!” Greg tells his dad.
Greg’s family was really
funny. His mom was very
healthy and proper, while

Greg’s dad and his brother
Rodrick were crazy. His
little brother Manny was
cute too.
In conclusion, I think this
movie was really great and
funny, and I recommend you
see it!
By Violet O.
Lomita STEAM Magnet
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Diary of a Wimpy Kid—The Long Haul
PressFriends programs saw “Diary of a Wimpy Kid—The Long Haul” at Fox Studios

Greg’s a Winner

T

he Seventh Street Sailor
went to Fox Studios with
other PressFriends programs
to see the new movie, Diary
of a Wimpy Kid—The Long
Haul.
My favorite part of the
movie was at the end when
two girls came up to Greg
and took a picture with him.

I like that Greg actually
gets a very happy ending.
Usually I’m sad because he
doesn’t. That part was
awesome!
This is a fun movie to
see this summer and is
good for all ages.
By Phoebe K.
7th Street Sailor

I think that part was the best
because Roderick tried to
get the girls to talk to him,
and the girls completely
ignored him. I thought that
was funny.
When the girls took the
picture they used cute Snapchat effects, which I thought
was cool.

Diary of a Wimpy Kid—The Long Haul

M

ack Squad News reporters went to see
Diary of a Wimpy Kid—The
Long Haul at Fox Studios with
a lot of other PressFriends
newspapers.
My favorite scene in the
movie is when the main character, Greg Heffley, feeds a
bird a Cheeto, and then

more and more birds came.
I also thought it was funny
when Greg, his brother
Roderick, and his mom got
splashed with mud when
they were pushing their van
out of a hole.
I also liked the scene
when Greg was in his family’s boat, and boat slid down

a hill and flew into his grandmother’s pool.
This movie is fun to
watch—especially during the
summer since it is about
Greg Heffley’s summer vacation trip.
By Traymond D.
John Mack Elementary

The Wimpy Kid Returns

I

n the movie Diary of a
Wimpy Kid – The Long
Haul, Susan (Mom) wanted
to go to her grandmother’s
(Meemaw) 90th birthday
party. Greg did not want to
do go on the long car driver
to Meemaw’s house, and
neither did his older brother
Rodrick. Greg and Rodrick
were even more unhappy
when their mother made

them give her their cell
phones and put a ban on
technology. They had many
adventures on their way to
their great grandmother’s
house and along the way
learned a lot about family.
Greg’s little brother,
Manny, got a pig during the
trip, and my favorite scene
was when the pig had
Manny’s pacifier. The pig

added a lot of humor to the
movie.
Other funny scenes were
when their boat flew into a
pool and Greg’s problems
with another family on the
road called the Beardos.
This is a fun movie to see
this summer. It is good for
all ages.
By Anthony
Leland Street Elementary
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Diary of a Wimpy Kid—The Long Haul
PressFriends programs saw "Diary of a Wimpy Kid—The Long Haul” at Fox Studios

The Wimpy Kid is back on the Road

I

would give “Diary of a
Wimpy Kid: The Long
Haul” a five-star review. The
reason for this is because
they made very funny
scenes, such as when the pig
used the porta-potty in the
car, and Greg’s mom told
him that the pig was more

potty-trained than he was.
My favorite character is
Manny because he was so
cute and funny. In one scene,
the family was listening to
Spanish lessons the whole
ride. The car broke down
and the tow truck man could
only speak Spanish. Then

Manny started speaking
Spanish. Manny also directed
the driver to go back to the
pig farm where the family left
the pig, then reunited with
the pig.
By Elsa P.
Lomita STEAM Magnet

good movie and it was funny
when Greg got the ladies and
Rodrick got jealous. When
Beardo and Greg were in the
bathroom together they
acted like it was a horror
movie.
I liked all the actors and
actresses because without

any one of them, the movie
wouldn’t be this good.
Everyone was funny and it
was a great adventure.
I hope they make a new
movie with the same actors
and actresses.
By Isaac B.
Lomita STEAM Magnet

The Long Haul

M

y favorite part of the
movie “Diary of a
Wimpy Kid: The Long Haul”
is when Manny knew how to
speak Spanish, when Rodrick
put up the sign saying they
were being kidnapped, and
when Manny and the pig ran
to each other. It was a very

The Wimpy Kid is Back

M

y favorite character is
Manny Heffley because
he is a really funny character.
My first favorite scene is
when Greg and Manny win
their new pet pig because
Greg says Manny can only

count to three, but Manny
guesses the right weight by
saying four, five, six.
My second favorite scene
is when Manny and his pig
get reunited because it was
in slow motion.

My last favorite scene is
when Manny started
speaking Spanish because it
really surprised me.
By Sabina A.
Lomita STEAM Magnet

group picture then set into
group by school and got a
tour of some of the campus.
The tour guide showed some
buildings, such as classrooms
and a news room, then the
students even saw a field. As
soon as the tour was over,

the students went back to
their workshops and started
to write a type of article,
such as opinion pieces or a
new article. As you can see
that was the day the students
had at the STEW Symposium
for Kids at USC.

STEW at USC
Continued from page 1
dents were enjoying their
sandwiches, Laura Faye
talked to the students about
NASA and jet propulsion.
Then Bing Jiang talked to the
students about robots and
children’s robotics. After all
this, the students took a
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Diary of a Wimpy Kid—The Long Haul
PressFriends programs saw “Diary of a Wimpy Kid—The Long Haul” at Fox Studios

A Funny Diary of a Wimpy Kid Movie

T

his movie was a comedyit was funny, dramatic,
and really good. My favorite
scene from the movie was
when Rodrick got freaked
out because the cinnamon
roll exploded, and Rodrick
though it was his brain.
The end of the movie was
cute, sweet, and a little bit
sad. Greg never gave up hope

when he thought about his
mom’s feelings because it
meant he saw something in
her.
The movie was sad when
they took Manny’s pig away.
When they got help from
the handyman, and only
Manny could speak to him
because he spoke perfect
Spanish, Manny led them to

the petting zoo that took his
pig. That was emotional and
pretty sad.
Rodrick is pretty funny
in the movie. Greg was also
funny and dramatic, and I
liked him. Mom and Dad
were the best, and the
movie was really cool
By Bianca L.
Lomita STEAM Magnet

Favorite Scene in the Long Haul

I

like the part of the movie,
“Diary of a Wimpy Kid:
The Long Haul,” when Manny
meets his pig once again. I
also liked when the song
“Count on Me” by Bruno
Mars was played, because it is
my favorite song. Finally, I
liked when Manny and his pet

pig hugged each other.
My favorite character
was Greg Heffley, because of
many reasons. One is that
Greg was funny because he
had a diaper on his hands.
Also, Greg was supported by
his family when he said that
they could make it to his

grandma’s birthday party.
Lastly, he was a
troublemaker, because he
went to Player Expo
without his parents
knowing.
By Kyla D.
Lomita Steam Magnet

The Struggles of Life

T

he movie The Diary of a
Wimpy Kid—The Long
Haul was a very sad and cute
movie, but also gross and
funny. My favorite scene in
the movie was when the pig
and Greg’s little brother Manny reunited. It was cute.

My second favorite scene was when the two girls
were looking at Rowley,
Greg, and Rodrick. Rodrick
thought they were looking
at him, but they weren’t. So
Rodrick said to Greg, “Let
me show you how it’s done.”

Then the girls walked past
Rodrick and asked Greg if
they could take a picture
with him. I was laughing
inside a lot. From one to
ten, I would rate this a ten.
By Kimberly F.
Anderson Elementary

The Wimpy Kid is Back

M

y favorite character is
Manny Heffley because
he is a really funny character.
My first favorite scene is
when Greg and Manny win
their new pet pig because
Greg says Manny can only

count to three, but Manny
guesses the right weight by
saying four, five, six. My
second favorite scene is
when Manny and his pig get
reunited because it was in
slow motion. My last favorite

scene is when Manny started
speaking Spanish because it
really surprised me.
By Sabina A.
Lomita STEAM Magnet
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Diary of a Wimpy Kid—The Long Haul
WORD SEARCH ANSWER KEY

Greg
Rowley
Rodrick

Manny
Heffley
Beardo

Diapers
Pig
Meemaw
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Diary of a Wimpy Kid—The Long Haul
USC Kids News reporters joined other PressFriends newspapers at
a screening of “Diary of a Wimpy Kid – The Long Haul” at Fox Studios.
Here are more of our favorite scenes from the movie.
My favorite scene in the movie was when Greg, Rodrick,
Manny, and their mom were
splashed by the mud while
pushing their car out of the
mud.
I also liked the scene
when Greg was giving Cheetos to the birds and then a
huge flock of birds flew into
the car. Greg was funny because he was in a panic, and
his brother Rodrick found his
drummer sticks and was
swinging them around. When
Greg’s little brother Manny
was getting out of the car,
the movie was in slow motion and it was very funny.
By Jaden B.
John Mack Elementary

My favorite scene in the Diary of a Wimpy Kid—The
Long Haul was when Greg’s
younger brother, Manny, got
his pig back from the farm,
and the whole family was glad
to get the pig back.
I also liked the scene
when Greg was giving Cheetos to the birds because it
was really funny. I also liked
the scene, because Rodrick
found his drummer sticks and
got happy and was waving his
drum sticks around and shaking his hair.
By Katherin A.
John Mack Elementary

My favorite scene in the Diary
of a Wimpy Kid – The Long
Haul was when Rodrick was
covered with mud. Greg,
Rodrick, Manny, their mom
and dad were in the scene. I
liked this scene because it
was funny. I also liked the
scene where Manny came
back for his pig because it
was very emotional.
By Jhonny C.
John Mack Elementary

In the movie, Diary of a
Wimpy Kid – The Long Haul,
the main character is Greg
Heffley, who is a middle
schooler. Greg’s little brother Manny won a pig, but
Greg’s family couldn’t take
the pig with them, because
they were on vacation. They
left the pig at an animal form.
However, it had a happy
ending, because the family
went back to get the pig and
take him home.
By Breanna Lopez
Variety Boys & Girls Club

In the movie, Greg Heffley’s
little brother, Manny, gets a
pig. My favorite scene in the
movie is when the Heffleys
went back to get the pig for
Manny. The characters in the
scene were Greg, Manny,
Rodrick, and their parents.
The scene took place on the
road going home from
Meemaw’s (Greg’s great
grandmother) house. It was a
very touching scene.
By Dulce D.
John Mack Elementary

I had a great day at Fox Studios, at the pre-release
screening of Diary of a Wimpy
Kid – The Long Haul. My favorite scene in the movie was
when Greg Heffley’s little
brother, Manny, was running
towards his pig at the petting
zoo. Both Manny and the pig
looked so happy.
By William Romero
Variety Boys & Girls Club
?]
My favorite scene in the
“Diary of a Wimpy Kid – The

Long Haul” was when Manny ran to his pig. I also liked
when Greg Heffley and his
brother Roderick went to
the Players Convention, and
I liked the part where they
called Greg “Diaper Hands”
when he got a diaper caught
on his hand.
By Alize G.
Variety Boys & Girls Club
My favorite scene in the
movie, “Diary of a Wimpy
Kid – The Long Haul,“ was
the one with the rescue
truck. Greg Heffley and his
family needed to call a rescue truck, because their car
was stuck. The truck driver
could only speak Spanish.
The family had been listening to a Spanish language
tape in the car, and Greg’s
little brother Manny picked
up enough language to talk
to the rescue driver. Also,
Manny went to the Petting
Zoo to get his pig and then
went to play with the pig.
Gustavo T.
Variety Boys & Girls Club
The best scene in the movie
is when Manny won the
baby pig. Manny won the pig
by guessing the weight of a
big pig, and the pig weighed
456 pounds. The scene was
sad, because Manny left the
pig at a petting zoo.
By Connie M.
Variety Boys & Girls Club
My favorite scene in the
Diary of a Wimpy Kid –
The Long Haul was when
Manny, Greg Heffley’s little
brother, got his pig back. I
liked it because it made me
happy. The movie was in-

teresting because the mom
kept fighting with her sons.
By Yessenia P.
Variety Boys & Club
We saw Diary of a Wimpy
Kid – The Long Haul before
the movie came out in movie theaters. This movie
gives me many emotions.
One of my favorite parts is
when Greg’s younger brother, Manny, reunites with his
pig. I would definitely recommend this movie to all
my family. Thank you thank
you ALL PressFriends.
Beatriz B.
Variety Boys & Girl Club
My favorite scene in the
Diary of a Wimpy Kid – The
Long Haul, the Heffley family
was stuck in the mud, and
they needed to call a rescue
truck to go home. The
driver only spoke Spanish.
The Heffleys had been playing a Spanish language tape
in the car, and Manny, the
baby in the family, started
speaking Spanish to the driver, Mr. Luis. Luis helped
them with the car and then
drove them to where Manny
told him to go – which was
back to the petting zoo
where he left his pig. Then,
he went to play with his pig.
Gustavo T.
Variety Boys & Girls Club
My favorite scene in the
Diary of a Wimpy Kid—The
Long Haul was when Greg’s
younger brother Manny got
his pig back. The characters
in the scene were the family
and the pig. One reason I
liked this scene is because it
was cute. When Manny and
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Diary of a Wimpy Kid—The Long Haul
Our favorite scenes from “Diary of a Wimpy Kid – The Long Haul”
the pig ran to each other, it
was cute, and when they
smiled, it made me happy.
By Kaycee D.
Lomita STEAM Magnet
My favorite part in “Diary of
a Wimpy Kid—The Long
Haul” was when Greg’s
younger brother Manny got
reunited with his pig. Seeing
Manny with his pig was my
favorite because it made me
happy seeing him with his
pig again! This scene was
also my favorite part because when I got reunited
with my dog, it was the
most happy day of my life!
Lastly, the scene was hilarious! It made me laugh and
feel happy for Manny at the
same time.
By Leza O.
Lomita STEAM Magnet
My favorite scene in this
movie is when they all sang
together in the car. I like
this scene because it was the
one time in the trip that
they had a good family time.
Also it was when they were
in a tough spot but they got
back up and did not quit.
Greg Heffley’s mom was
my favorite character because she did not stop trying
to get family time. Also she
works and cares so much
for her family. Finally, she
never gives up.
It was an amazing movie.
If you have a family, you
should see it as a movie to
bond.
By Kiera P.
Lomita STEAM Magnet
My favorite scene in this
movie is when the Heffley
family all sang together in
the car. I like this scene

because it was the one time
in the trip that they had a
good family time. Also it was
when they were in a tough
spot but they got back up
and did not quit.
Greg Heffley’s mom was
my favorite character because she did not stop trying
to get family time. Also she
works and cares so much for
her family. Finally, she never
gives up.
It was an amazing movie.
If you have a family, you
should see it as a movie to
bond.
By Vanessa Y.
Lomita STEAM Magnet
My favorite scene was when
Manny and the pig were united together again. This is my
favorite scene because the
pig and Manny get reunited
together again with my favorite song, “Count on Me,” by
Bruno Mars. It also has slow
motion, which is cool.it made
me happy.
By Jasmine T.
Lomita STEAM Magnet
Diary of a Wimpy Kid—The
Long Haul was the best movie
ever! It was filled with comedy and action. My favorite
part of the movie was when
Greg’s little brother Manny
and the piglet reunited.
Good movie, good actors. See it!
By Anthony L.
7th Street Elementary
The funniest parts of the
movie were in the car during
the Heffley’s road trip to
Greg’s great grandmother’s
house.
It was funny because a lot
of weird stuff happened. I
liked the part where the

birds came in and stole the
food.
My favorite character is
Manny. I like Manny because
he liked the pig and because
he was really cool.
By Ava H.
7th Street Elementary
My favorite part of the movie was the very end, when
Greg’s little brother Manny
ran to the pig and I was
crying because I thought it
was cute.
Manny is my favorite
character because he was
cute when he was running to
the pig, and because his pig
was cute.
By Dolly S.
7th Street Elementary
My favorite scene in the
Diary of a Wimpy Kid—The
Long Haul was when Greg
gave a bird a chip and more
and more birds came
through the sunroof of their
van.
By Alejo S.
7th Street Elementary
My favorite scene from the
Diary of a Wimpy Kid—The
Long Haul movie is when
Roderick says, “This is how
it’s done,” and the two girls
walk by Rodrick and ignore
him. Instead, they yelled to
Greg, “Are you Diaper
Hands?” and then they took
selfies with Greg. Roderick
was so jealous. LOL.
By Annabella A.
7th Street Elementary
It was a nice movie and it
was mostly wack. I liked it
and I want to see it again.
The family got really dirty.
By Juliette M.
7th Street Elementary

It’s an awesome movie and
the ending was cool.
By Isabella S.
7th Street Elementary
My favorite part in the Diary
of a Wimpy Kid—The Long
Haul movie was when Greg
and the boat fly into the
pool. I like that part because it’s super funny.
By Natalie C.
7th Street Elementary
My favorite scene is when
they were at the circus.
There were a lot of young
kids. The fried butter looked
like a corn dog on a stick.
The scene can also be very
disgusting.
By Nathan P.
7th Street Elementary
The part I liked best in the
Diary of a Wimpy Kid—The
Long Haul was when the pig
was going to go out the
window and the mom went
to grab the pig.
By Paul A.
7th Street Elementary
I like the Diary of a Wimpy
Kid—The Long Haul. The
best part was when they
were on the family road trip
because it was really funny! I
liked when Rodrick
screamed because the cinnamon roll exploded everywhere inside the car. And
my favorite character was
everybody in the movie,
because they were all very
funny.
By Persephanie H.
7th Street Elementary
Greg’s little brother Manny
starts speaking Spanish out
Continued on next page/….
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of nowhere and it’s crazy
because it was totally unexpected. He is very young to
have learned Spanish in such
a short time. It’s crazy that
he learned it just by listening
to a CD.
By Rayleen D.
7th Street Elementary
My favorite scene was when
Manny and the pig reunited.
It was very touching. Also, it
was cute.
Teresa S.
Anderson Elementary
In the movie, Diary of a
Wimpy Kid—The Long Haul,
my favorite part in this movie
is when the pig makes a big
and smelly poop. The actors
had to roll down the windows and take a breath of
fresh air. Also, my least favorite scene is when Rodrick
and Greg ran off to Players
Expo to meet Greg’s favorite
YouTuber.
Diego L.
Anderson Elementary
Press Friends watched a prerelease of Diary of a Wimpy
Kid: The Long Haul. The movie
had funny scenes, sad scenes,
and weird scenes!
In one of the scenes,
Greg is hiding in the bathroom behind the shower
curtain in Mr. Beardo’s room.
Greg bumps into the switch
to start the shower. Mr.
Beardo comes in to inspect
what's going on and chases
Greg!
When people watch this,
movie, they will probably
love it!
Crystal C.
Anderson Elementary

People should watch The
Diary of a Wimpy Kid: The
Long Haul because there
were a lot of funny scenes.
Greg got a diaper stuck to his
hand. Greg then becomes
famous as “Diaper Hands” on
social media and becomes a
bit of a celebrity.
Julie P.
Anderson Elementary
My favorite scene in the movie Diary of a Wimpy Kid—The
Long Haul was when everyone got into the car but Greg
and he was running as fast as
he could to get into the car.
This was my favorite part
because it was funny to
watch.
Diana Z.
Anderson Elementary
My favorite scene in the movie Diary of a Wimpy Kid – The
Long Haul was when Greg
Heffley was going to
Meemaw’s (his great grandmother) house but instead
goes into the pool.
One reason l liked it is
because I thought the part
where he went flying in slow
motion was funny. It was
majestic, and there was grand
music in the background.
Another reason is because when it was played in
slow motion, it made Greg’s
face look dramatic.
The last reason is because
of the way he screamed
when he went flying. It
sounded like a little girl.
These are the reasons
why that scene was my favorite scene in the movie.
By Geraldine S.
Leland Street Elementary
The scene that was my favorite from the movie Diary of a

Wimpy Kid – The Long Haul
was when Manny gets his
pig back. The scene took
place at the petting zoo.
When Manny gets his pig
back, it was so cute. Manny
and the pig run to each
other which is so adorable.
And Manny gets to keep his
pig.
My other favorite scene
was when Greg has a diaper
on his hand.
By Rita R.
Leland Street Elementary
My favorite part of the
movie Diary of a Wimpy Kid
– The Long Haul was when
Greg’s little brother Manny
knew how to speak Spanish
but the others in his family
didn’t. Manny knew how to
speak Spanish which is lucky
and good because they
would have a hard time if
he didn’t.
Another funny part was
when the Dad squirted mud
in the family’s faces with the
car and asked, “What did
you guys do?” It was funny
because he squirted them
and kind of blamed it on
them.
I also liked when Manny
and the pig were running to
each other because they
have a strong connection.
By Lauren C.
Leland Street Elementary
My favorite scene in the
movie Diary of a Wimpy
Kid – The Long Haul was
when the Heffleys drove
into the woods and Rodrick
thought he got shot. I liked
this scene because it was
funny.
I also liked the scene
when Manny spoke Spanish,
because I was impressed. It

also was funny when Rodrick threw up.
By Marcelo L.
Leland Street Elementary
My favorite part of the movie Diary of a Wimpy Kid – The
Long Haul was when Rodrick
got scared of Manny. The
people in the scene were
Susan, Frank, Rodrick, Greg
and Manny.
One reason I liked that
scene is because it was funny when Rodrick thought he
was dying. Another reason
why I liked that scene is
because it was awesome.
By Natalie O.
Leland Street Elementary
I liked the part in the movie
Diary of a Wimpy Kid – The
Long Haul where Manny
started to say Spanish to
Luis. It was funny because
he learned so much from
the Spanish record. Manny
was a funny kid. I liked this
scene because it was funny.
He learned a lot and it was
surprising because he was
just a baby.
By Sindel-Dior C.
Leland Street Elementary
I loved the movie Diary of a
Wimpy Kid – The Long Haul.
My favorite part was when
they got stuck in the car. I
also liked the carnival and
the prank on the bad people. I also liked when they
got to Meemaw’s house.
I really, really loved the
movie.
By Elisa F.
Leland Street Elementary
My favorite part of the movie Diary of a Wimpy Kid – The
Long Haul was when the
Heffley’s car got stuck in the
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mud. The people in the
scene were Rodrick, Manny,
Greg, Mom, Dad and the
pig. It was funny because
they were chasing the bad
people.
I also liked when they
got to Meemaw’s (Greg’s
great grandmother) house
and when Manny spoke
Spanish.
By Julianna W.
Leland Street Elementary
My favorite part of the movie Diary of a Wimpy Kid – The
Long Haul was the “Diaper
Hands” part. I liked it when
Greg went into the ball pit
and he was trying to get his
brother out of the ball pit
but he touched a diaper. It
was funny because he
turned into a popular meme.
I also liked when Manny
won a pig because they had
to take care of it. And I
liked the part when their car
broke down because they
had to push the car and
Greg was in the boat.
By Faith B.
Leland Street Elementary
The best part of the movie,
Diary of a Wimpy Kid – The
Long Haul, was when Greg’s
little brother Manny was
speaking Spanish. It is funny
because he is a toddler and
so young.
When he said “I
pooped” in Spanish it was
funny, because nobody knew
what he said except for Luis.
Everyone was proud of Manny.
By Victoria W..
Leland Street Elementary
My favorite scene in the
movie Diary of a Wimpy Kid
– The Long Haul was when

Greg’s brother Manny was
talking Spanish. When Manny
talks Spanish, it was super
cute and that means that
Manny is smart.
I also liked when he told
the man how to get to the
pig, and when Manny and the
pig ran to each other. It was
super cute and adorable.
Another funny scene was
when Greg gets a diaper
when he was looking for
Manny. It was really funny.
By Makala T.
Leland Street Elementary
My favorite part of the movie
Diary of a Wimpy Kid – The
Long Haul was when Greg’s
little brother Manny spoke
perfect Spanish. It was funny
because he was three years
old.
I also liked when Manny
got the pig because he
guessed 456 pounds.
I also liked the Beardos
family because they were
annoying.
By Anthony
Leland Street Elementary
I liked the part in the movie
Diary of a Wimpy Kid – The
Long Haul when Greg’s
brother Manny won the pig
at the country fair. It was
funny because they didn’t
know they were entering a
contest and that they were
going to win the pig.
By Genesis S.
Leland Street Elementary
My favorite scene in the
movie Diary of a Wimpy Kid –
The Long Haul was when
Greg’s brother Manny and
the pig united. Manny ran
towards the pig and they
hugged each other. It was so
cute and happy. I really loved

that scene. It was adorable.
It showed Manny’s emotions
about how he felt and lots of
emotion when the pig was
running towards Manny.
By India T.
Leland Street Elementary

Farm. The music was boss. I
also liked the different angles where they shot the
scene. The acting was great
too.
By Jonathan E.
Leland Street Elementary

My favorite part of the movie Diary of a Wimpy Kid – The
Long Haul is when Greg
crashed the boat into the
pool. It was also funny when
the baby started to speak
Spanish.
There were a lot of
characters but the main ones
were Greg, Manny, Rodrick,
and their parents. The movie
took place on the road and
in hotels.
By Marissa S.
Leland Street Elementary

In the movie Diary of a
Wimpy Kid – The Long Haul
my favorite scene is when
Manny Heffley and the pig
bond together. I liked it
because Manny is super
happy with the pig. I love
pigs and I like when they
bond. I also liked it because
Manny made a friend and he
is super happy.
By Ava R.
Leland Street Elementary

My favorite scene in the
movie Diary of a Wimpy Kid –
The Long Haul was when
Greg was helping to push
the car out of a hole, and
then Dad, Manny, Rodrick
and Mom all jumped into the
car but Greg couldn’t. So
then Greg jumped into the
boat and he drove it into the
Grandma’s pool. It was funny when the boat unlatched
and he flew into the pool. It
was cool and adventurous
too.
I also liked the part when
Rodrick thought Manny was
eating his brain. It was funny
because Rodrick was scared
to death.
By Maya N.
Leland Street Elementary
In Jeff Kinney’s new movie,
Diary of a Wimpy Kid – The
Long Haul, my favorite scene
was when Greg’s brother
Manny reunites with the pig.
It took place at the Critter’s

My favorite part about the
new movie is when Greg
gave the birds chips and the
seagulls attacked Greg and
his family. It was so funny.
I also liked the scene
when Manny and the pig ran
to each other because it was
so adorable. It also was
funny when Greg flew into
Meemaw’s pool in the boat
and in other scene when
Greg squirted shampoo in
the crazy man’s eyes.
By Nevaeh C.
Leland Street Elementary
My favorite scene in the
movie was when the whole
family went to Corny’s,
which is a place like Chuck
E. Cheese. Greg went to the
ball pit to look for his little
brother Manny. In the ball
pit, he got a diaper stuck on
his hand and parents were
filming him on their cell
phones. That’s when one of
the videos went viral on the
Continued on next page/….
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Internet, and Greg became
“diaper hands” on YouTube.
After that, everyone started
calling Greg “diaper hands.”
Luis G.
Richstone Family Center
The movie, Diary of a Wimpy
Kid—The Long Haul was really
funny. The movie taught us
that family is very important.
Even though families can
fight, you must always love
each other.
My favorite scene was
when Greg was in another
families hotel room, and hid
in the bathtub while the dad
was sitting on the toilet. It
was a very funny scene.
Genesis L.
Richstone Family Center
My favorite scene in the Diary
of a Wimpy Kid – The Long
Haul was when Rodrick
thought he got shot when the
instant cinnamon rolls exploded. It was really funny
when Manny was started
eating the cinnamon rolls that
exploded and landed on his
head, and it looked like he
was eating his brains.
Martha Sandoval
Richstone Family Center
It was fun when we entered
Fox Studios and the Zanuck
Theatre to see Diary of a
Wimpy Kid—The Long Haul.
They had some Oscar trophies in the lobby, and it was
really fun and cool that we
saw the movie and were the
first people to see it. I liked
it when the pig that Greg’s
younger brother Manny won
went crazy in the car.
Abu O.
Richstone Family Center

One reason why Diary of a
Wimpy Kid—The Long Haul
was my favorite is because
it was funny. I love the franchise of Diary of Wimpy
Kid.
My favorite scene of the
movie was when Manny
runs in slow motion to the
pig in the petting zoo.
William A.
Wilmington Boys & Girls Club
My favorite scene in the
movie is when Manny ran to
the pig in the petting zoo. I
liked it because it was cute.
Manny was really happy so
it made me happy.
Xochitl R.
Wilmington Boys & Girls Club
The movie, Diary of a
Wimpy Kid—The Long Haul
was funny and cool. I was
impressed with the movie
because everybody was
really young.
My favorite part is when
Rodrick thought he got
shot. Manny was eating a
cinnamon roll and Rodrick
thought it was his brain.
I hope I come here
again, I love watching the
movie.
Nathalia H.
Wilmington Boys & Girls Club
My favorite part of Diary
of a Wimpy Kid—The Long
Haul is where Rodrick’s
head “explodes” in the car.
It’s funny. I liked Rodrick
because he is funny. He also
is my favorite character.
Karen Ayala
Wilmington Boys & Girls Club
My favorite scene in the
movie Diary of a Wimpy
Kid—The Long Haul is when

Greg’s brother Manny ran
to the pig in the farm. I liked
this because there was a pig
and they were running. I will
recommend this movie to
my friends.
Savannah
Wilmington Boys & Girls Club
My favorite part of Diary of a
Wimpy Kid—The Long Haul is
when Greg’s mom yelled at
him across the Player Expo
Room. The Player Expo was
at Indianapolis. I liked it
because it was very entertaining when Greg got into
trouble. Greg got grounded
because he had ruined the
trip and the Expo. But it had
showed him a lot of fame.
Greg was in front of a
crowd that knew him as
“Diaper Hands.”
Andres O.
Wilmington Boys & Girls Club
My favorite scene is when
Manny got his pig back. Manny took the driver to the
petting zoo so he can get
back his pig. I like it because
it was very touching. It was
very interesting. It was interesting because Manny was
leading the driver to the pig.
It was also cute and funny
because many was running
to the pig and the pig was
running to him.
Natalie G.
Wilmington Boys & Girls Club
My favorite scene in the
movie is when Manny got his
pig back. This took place in a
petting zoo. This was my
favorite scene because Manny was heart-broken when
they took his pig. But later
Manny got his pig back.
Patricia S.
Wilmington Boys & Girls Club
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COLORING
My favorite activity is coloring, because it is a fun activity, you can just color and
not write, and you can
choose different colors.
Connie
Variety Boys & Girls Club
DRAWING
I like art and drawing, and
putting up the finished picture. I like to color and
draw, because you can use a
lot of colors.
Savannah C.
Variety Boys & Girls Club
MATH, ART, WRITING,
READING
My favorite activities are
math, art, writing, and reading. I like these subjects
because they are good for
learning, and it is smart to
learn. I also like these subjects because if you go to
school, you’ll learn fast.
Yessenia P.
Variety Boys & Girls Club
VIDEO GAMES
My favorite activity is playing
video games. You can learn
skills like graphic design and
explore new places. In a
video game, you can also do
things that may otherwise
impossible like flying and
going super fast.
Gustavo T.
Variety Boys & Girls Club
DRAWING
My favorite activity is to
draw. I have been drawing
for ten years. The reason I
like it is it relaxes me. Another reason is it is fun and
anything on my mind goes
on paper.
Omar P.
Norwood Elementary
BINGO
My favorite activity is Bingo

because it’s so exciting, very
calm, and really fun.
Annabella A.
7th Street Elementary
SOCCER
My favorite activity is soccer.
I enjoy how fast you run and
how you take shots and
block them. If you are a
goalie then you try to stop
the other team from scoring.
And if you are a forward you
try to score on the other
team’s goalie. I think it’s
really fun to play soccer because we get snacks after
every game.
Natalie C.
7th Street Elementary
READING
My favorite activity is to
read. I have been doing this
since I was a baby, and it
takes place everywhere
(almost). Reading is my favorite activity because I like
to get away from the world.
The world isn’t always nice
but stories are beautiful. I
can feel the characters’ feelings. People don’t all feel the
same but I go into the characters’ shoes. I can relate to
the character.
Geraldine S.
Leland Street Elementary

you long entertainment. It
also gives you an eagerness
to learn and an education.
Lauren C.
Leland Street Elementary
BASEBALL
My favorite activity is playing
baseball. I have been playing
baseball since I was six years
old.
Marcelo L.
Leland Street Elementary
RUNNING
My favorite activity is running. I have been running at
school since first grade.
I like running is because I
can lose weight. I like it
because I can exercise for
my body. Last is that I can
be in the Olympics. That is
why I love running and it is a
fun activity.
Natalie O.
Leland Street Elementary

MATH
I like to do math. It teaches
you new things. Math is very
interesting. Math is addictive.
Math can get you far.
Rita R.
Leland Street Elementary

SINGING
My favorite activity is singing.
I have been singing for seven
years. It is my favorite activity because I am good at it
and I barely mess up. It lets
my creativity out, and it
makes me happy.
Singing is very entertaining. Anyone can be good at
it. Singing can be for everyone. We all have voices,
beautiful ones too. You can
go to high notes and low
notes. You can go to singing
classes! Most of all, have fun!
Sindel-Dior C.
Leland Street Elementary

READING
My favorite activity is reading.
I have been reading ever
since I learned to read
(probably when I was four). I
read most places like school,
home, in a car, etc.
Reading can bring you
awesome adventures. It gives

RECESS
My favorite activity is recess.
I have been doing it since
preschool. It is my favorite
activity because I like playing.
It is fun. I love doing it because I am an expert at it.
Faith B.
Leland Street Elementary
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READING
My favorite activity is reading
because sometimes the book
takes you to a different places like Candyland or the
beach.
I love to read because it
makes me smarter and it also
teaches me things. It takes
me to another place like
Candyland or a castle. It also
makes me happy just sitting
down and reading a book.
Makala U.
Leland Street Elementary
FOOTBALL &
KICKBALL
My favorite sport is football
because you can throw the
ball.
I also like kickball because
you can kick the ball. I have
been playing kickball for
three years at school.
Anthony
Leland Street Elementary
ART
My favorite activity is art. I
have been doing it for eight
years. It takes me to places I
never imagined. It shows my
feelings and it feels like a
journey. I can see my imagination. Art shows my colors
and feelings.
India T.
Leland Street Elementary
WRITING
My favorite activity is writing.
I have been writing for a long
time. Writing can take place
anywhere.
Writing is my favorite
activity because it lets me
express my feelings. When
I’m sad I write. When I’m
happy I write. It lets me
burst open my imagination. I
get to make up new characters. I get to make them
mean, nice or cool.
Maya N.
Leland Street Elementary

SKATEBOARDING
My favorite activity is skateboarding. I have been
skateboarding for nine
years. I skateboard on
stairs, in pools with no
water, and on rails.
Jonathan E.
Leland Street Elementary
SPORTS
Playing sports is fun because you can play all different kinds of sports. One
sport you can play is soccer. Soccer is super fun.
You can play and score
goals. You are a part of a
team and your teammates
are really supportive.
Nevaeh C.
Leland Street Elementary
FREE TIME
My favorite activity at Richstone Family Center is free
time. It is my favorite activity, because you can play
outside or just hang out
with your friends.
Martha S.
Richstone Family Center
TRACK
My favorite activity is track.
I’ve been doing track for 3
years. We practice on the
track field. I like track because I learn a lot.
Samantha G.
Wilmington Boys and Girls
Club
SOCCER
My favorite sport is soccer I
think that soccer is the best
sport.
William Arayon
Wilmington Boys and Girls
Club
SOCCER
Soccer is my favorite
outdoor activity. The bad
thing is sometimes you get
the ball kicked in your face.

But the good thing about
soccer is you get a lot of
exercise while having fun.
You get to run all over the
place and work together.
Sierra
Wilmington Boys and Girls Club
DRAWING
I like drawing and sketching. I do this anywhere and
anytime I have my sketchbook. I think it is fascinating.
I like how people are using
different techniques on
sketching and how graceful
the pencil is when drawing.
It is a relaxing type of hobby.
Andres O.
Wilmington Boys and Girls Club
FAMILY
I like to play with my
friends and family. It is my
favorite activity because we
do anything we want. I get
to enjoy time with my family. We get to talk and tell
jokes.
Wendy
Wilmington Boys and Girls Club
BAND PRACTICE
My favorite activity is band
practice at Banning High
School. This takes place at
Phines Banning High School.
This is my favorite activity
because I get to do something I like.
Patricia S.
Wilmington Boys and Girls Club
SOCCER
My favorite activity is
playing soccer outside. I
have been playing soccer for
3 years at Jacey Field. I like
soccer because I get to
make new friends and can
have more friends to play
with. I also can be active,
run and play while being
happy. I have a lot of fun.
Rebecca S.
Wilmington Boys and Girls Club
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PressFriends Foreign Correspondent

Irish Dancing
By Evelina M., Northern Ireland

I

rish dancing isn't all big
wigs and fake tan. Here in
Ireland, it's as common as
football or swimming. If you
speak to anyone, they will
all tell you that they had to
Irish dance at some point in
their life, willingly or not.
Most of us are thrown into
lessons as soon as we can
walk, but only a few of us
actually stay with the sport
into our teenage years. We
become addicted to the
long practice hours and
even longer competitions.
There are two main
styles in Irish dancing. The
light dances that we do in
our pumps, which are
similar to ballet shoes.
These dances are light and
fairylike with lots of high
kicks and even higher
jumps. We also have our
heavy dances, where we
have another pair of special
shoes, made of leather with
hard taps, like tap shoes.
This is my favorite because
we get to make a lot of
noise and I like to take my

in a play or musical, you
want to stand out on, which
is why our dresses have so
many sequins and diamonds
so they sparkle and shine on
stage. We also have to wear
stage makeup so that we
don't look washed out like a
ghost, and it doesn't help
that we are already pretty
pale in the first place! I can't
sing or dance or play the
violin, but I love performing
on stage because when
you're up there it feels like
you're just inches from
flying.
anger out on the floor.
So, after you know all
your dances, you compete
at feises, which in Irish
translates to competition.
You dance two dances on
stage against up to 50
people in your age
category, or even 200 at
major competitions like the
World Championships.
This is where all the glitz
and glamour comes in. It's a
bit like performing on stage

My favorite bit isn't the
competing. It's the
friendships that you form.
Don't get me wrong though,
we come home from every
class with sore legs and
blisters on our feet and most
of the time we don't get the
competition results we want,
but I Irish dance because I
have grown to love both the
pain and the beauty of it.
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PressFriends

USC Kids News, PressFriends at USC,
and PressFriends Inc. would like to thank
USC Good Neighbors Campaign for its support
of PressFriends programs at USC and
in the USC community and Bank of the West
for its support of all PressFriends programs

Do the WRITE Thing

Senior Associate Dean Kelly Goulis, Associate Dean Binh Tran,
USC Viterbi School of Engineering Graduate and Professional Programs
for co-sponsoring the STEW Symposium for Kids
STEW speakers Laura Tenenbaum, Bing Jiang, and
USC PhD and undergraduate student speakers
Sara Hull, Hadley Kirkpatrick, Ryan Chingcuangco, and
Twentieth Century Fox for hosting the screening of
Diary of a Wimpy Kid– The Long Haul
LA County Supervisor Janice Hahn for providing bus transportation
for 4th District programs to the STEW Symposium and to Fox Studios
LA County Supervisor Mark Ridley-Thomas for providing bus transportation
for 2nd District programs in Lawndale and Hawthorne to Fox Studios

Teachers, staff and parents who came with elementary students,
USC student, faculty and staff volunteers, and
PressFriends high school student and parent volunteers.

Note from PressFriends at USC

T

he STEW Symposium at
USC was a great success
due to the efforts of Kelly
Goulis and Binh Tran of USC
Viterbi School of Engineering
and all the amazing Viterbi PhD
and Viterbi and Dornsife undergraduate speakers. Our
STEW (Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Writing) Symposium for Kids was attended
by over 400 people, including
over 100 student volunteers.

We also are very grateful
to Twentieth Century Fox for
allowing all of our programs,
including our USC Kids News
reporters, to attend a prerelease screening of Diary of a
Wimpy Kid—The Long Haul at
Fox Studios. It was a huge treat
for all of our reporters.
Finally, none of this would
be possible without the support of the USC Good Neighbors Program. A big shout out

to Carolina Castillo and Dawn
Kita. We have seen the tremendous benefits to the local
community, and are glad that
our program not only provides
programming for local elementary students but volunteer
opportunities for local high
school students, USC students,
USC staff and faculty, and parent volunteers.
Luke Southwell
PressFriends at USC Club

